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@ Around the Lake | Briefs

PAUL WALLACE

The auther, a physics and astronomy professer, explores the science-religion debate.

li vs. Frazier. USA
vs, USSH. Dino-
saurs vs, Asteroid.
Human history is
fraught with conflicts, great
and small. But one that over-
shadows them all is that of
religion and science.

Unlike those other conflict
however, there isn't likely to
be a natural conclusion, a tidy
showdown that delivers ¢lo-
sure. After all, neither science
nor religion are likely to go
anywhere anytime soon. In the
face of this, it's perhaps only
natural to desire resolution and
reconciliation—away for these
two diametrically opposed po-
sitions to exist in harmony.

To do g0, one might start
with Paul Wallace "90 and
his new book, Stars Beneath
Us: Finding God in the Evolv-
ing Cosmos, Wallace is unique-
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Paul Wallace is a champion for both
science and religion.
BY ANDREW HUANG '11

Iy qualified for this daunting
task. He holds a Ph.I. in
experimental nueclear physics
from Duke University and an

| M.Div. from Candler School of |

Theology. He teaches physics
and astronomy at Agnes Scott

| College, as well as theology

at Candler and at Columbia
Theological Seminary.

But it's not solely the

| degrees, credentials, and
| erossover expertise behind

Wallace that make Stars
Beneath Us compelling. It's
the fact that Wallace eschews
the academic approach, one
that can truly reconcile all
the nitty-gritty details of sci-
ence and religious thought.

Instead, Stars Beneath Us
is a work that’s grounded in
personal experience.

“I begin with stories and
images that have as broad
and immediate an appeal as
possible so [ can connect with
people, as many and as varied
as possible, which brings me
joy." Wallace says. “Build-
ing a universal conceptual
framework is tempting—in
fact, as one who is scientif-
ically trained, it is my first
reflex—but it does not make
me happy.”

Central to Stars Beneath
Uz is a call to have a personal
encounter with the cosmos.
It is a vast and complex space
that outstrips orthodox
theology's ability to account,
and therefore can destabilize
the fundamentals of Chris-
tian faith, “Many Christians




“YOU CAN'T JUST LET EVOLUTION

BE ACONCEPT YOU THINK ABOUT
OCCASIONALLY. YOU HAVE TO LOCATE
YOURSELF IN ITS GREAT STREAM.”

hesitate to fully embrace
science, not because they're
stupid but because they see
the conflict and call it what it
is,” he says. Yet, within that
wobbly, frightening challenge
to orthodoxy, Wallace sees a
way to get closer to God.

The cosmos—in all its
soul-shaking infinity—
confronts us with our
triviality and ignorance,
and in doing so, forces us
to evaluate the scope of our
knowledge, In stripping away
orthodoxy that presents
constricting limitations,
Wallace believes there can
be space for new ideas, new
ways for approaching the
science-religion debate.

“You have to let the cosmos
doits work on you,” says
Wallace. “You can't just let
evolution be a concept you

think about oceasionally. You
have to locate yvourself in its
great stream. You belong to
it, a work in progress, at every
moment a new creation, a
small but real part of God's
evolving cosmos.”

In truth, Wallace doesn’t
present a full-blown thesis
that, once-and-for-all, recon-
ciles the antagonistic positions
of science and religion. He
doesn’t claim to have all the
answers. “I live with incon-
sistencies, I know they're
there. But I'm more interested
in painting a picture of the
world than [ am in building a
watertight thought system.”
And perhaps that allows for
something more important:
an avenue for more fruitful,
productive thinking about how
to situate religion and science
within our own lives. @
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Reflection on Furman as It Was

| met Edward Earl in 1986 when
he was a senior double-majoring
in chemistry and mathematics,
He had imated us to observe
Halley's comet through a

telescope on the

course, | was asto

unded by

Edward's vast celestial knowl
edge, which he eagerly shared in
a way that was understandable
to astronomy neophytes, Before
meeting
spotted him creating precise
90-degree angles while waltzing

at the Viennese Ball and had

m in person, | had

heard stories about how he would

AN GOWn 8 maoun =
|.~'1' SO maun

rring when -,;::m{_:

snowplow str

tain witk

wIth the Shermmstry
Prior to

F:_;rr:'td:'._

sumnmate intellectual, excelling

enroll

Edward was the con

beyond his years in math,

physics, chemistry, comyg
SCIgnce, and A5Lronomy

alsd an accompl
his ‘:Clzu_\' on academea

ssic, Edward did not

take part in social acti
However, being admitt
Furman changed all of that as

he mentioned in his autobiog

riendships
were high in

were noted fo

| developed, whic

both number and quality.
scope of these acquaintances

transcended all levels of univer
rvolving faculty, staff,

and administrative ;':l"':'ﬂﬁf‘:"li";. as

well as Fellow students.”

After graduation, Edward
developed an expertise in moun-
He and his fellow

ers thrived on the challenge

.
Laneering.

el

aof navigating difficule peaks as

wiell as the kinship that came

from it. Cin August 18, 2013, he

achieved his goal o

.nu:h.}

rson in the s

all of t
4,000 feet of prominence in the

e peaks with at least

contiguous 48 United States,
which totaled 142 different
oeaks, A webs

ite that he helped
: . 2
develop (peakbagger.com)
eredits him with 1,607 ascents,
ncluding Mount Rainier, Denali,
A 3 A )
Aconcagus (4 rgenting) and

Valcan Chimbor

2o (Ecuador)

Edward never f

rgot his
Furrnan friends and made a strong

tances as possible. |
ate to be one Grt"lﬂ‘it‘

Alth 3-_;5"1 Furman

For its academics and cultural arts,

ur alma mater gives us many
ward,

Furman was a nurturing place to
£

other priceless gifts. For E

learn valuable social lessons. Fron

there, he chmbed to great

in the company of good friends

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Lori Siemens "88 is a vel-
erinary cardiologist living in
the Sierra Nevada foothills of
northern California.

FURMAN | FALL 2016




	Furman Magazine
	9-1-2016

	Cosmic Perceptions
	Andrew Huang '11
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1513021329.pdf.opTUo

