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“YOU CAN'T JUST LET EVOLUTION

BE ACONCEPT YOU THINK ABOUT
OCCASIONALLY. YOU HAVE TO LOCATE
YOURSELF IN ITS GREAT STREAM.”

hesitate to fully embrace
science, not because they're
stupid but because they see
the conflict and call it what it
is,” he says. Yet, within that
wobbly, frightening challenge
to orthodoxy, Wallace sees a
way to get closer to God.

The cosmos—in all its
soul-shaking infinity—
confronts us with our
triviality and ignorance,
and in doing so, forces us
to evaluate the scope of our
knowledge, In stripping away
orthodoxy that presents
constricting limitations,
Wallace believes there can
be space for new ideas, new
ways for approaching the
science-religion debate.

“You have to let the cosmos
doits work on you,” says
Wallace. “You can't just let
evolution be a concept you

think about oceasionally. You
have to locate yvourself in its
great stream. You belong to
it, a work in progress, at every
moment a new creation, a
small but real part of God's
evolving cosmos.”

In truth, Wallace doesn’t
present a full-blown thesis
that, once-and-for-all, recon-
ciles the antagonistic positions
of science and religion. He
doesn’t claim to have all the
answers. “I live with incon-
sistencies, I know they're
there. But I'm more interested
in painting a picture of the
world than [ am in building a
watertight thought system.”
And perhaps that allows for
something more important:
an avenue for more fruitful,
productive thinking about how
to situate religion and science
within our own lives. @
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