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population is hard, providing enough food for their consump-
tion is even harder.”*® Since “transporting food from
Guangxi overland is perilous and costly,” Huang Fu encour-
aged Ming garrison forces in Jiaozhi to open up wasteland
and farm for their own consumption.”’ Meanwhile, Huang
Fu suggested the Yongle Emperor supplement military sup-
plies by encouraging merchants to transport food from inland
areas to Jiaozhi in exchange for licenses for selling salt 97
(kaizhong).** The Yongle Emperor appreciated Huang’s ad-
vice and implemented his plan accordingly. The promotion
of the military tuntian ™5 and kaizhong systems decreased
the Ming’s dependence on the tax revenue collected from the
new colony for local defenses, which seems to have been de-
signed to reduce the tax burden on the indigenous population
and their resentment against Ming rule.

Huang Fu’s most aggressive measure to assimilate
Jiaozhi into Ming Empire, also the one that has caused the
most controversy among Chinese and Vietnamese historians,
was his policy to “sinicize” the local population. In an at-
tempt to “reverse barbaric habits and revive Chinese cus-

toms” (5498 7 Y, (5 E &), Huang ordered the estab-

lishment of Confucian academies throughout the prefectures,
sub-prefectures, and counties in Jiaozhi and appointed schol-
ars to propagate Confucianism ideology.* According to the

Records on Annan (An Nam Chi Nguyén Z¢ 555, fourteen

%6 Huang Fu %71, “Yu Guangxi Siming fu zhifu Huang Guangcheng” £l
[5G FE A AT 5 RS BY [Letter to Siming Prefect, Guangxi Province,
Huang Guangcheng], in Huangming jingshi wenbian, juan 20.

T Huang Fu &5, “Yi zhan shou zhiyi feng Chen Erqing” DLEST 27 5%
(U0 [Letter to Chen Erqing concerning offensive and defensive military
affairs], in Huangming jingshi wenbian, juan 20.

8 Ming shi, juan 157, liezhuan 45

¥ Ming Xuanzong shilu WHE 53T 3% [Veritable Records of the Ming

Xuanzong Reign] (1438; reprint, Taipei: Zhongyang yanjiuyuan lishi
yuyan yanjiusuo, 1982), 3: JEECTEGER H TR (July 25, 1425).
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In the eighty-one years between the beginning of the
Hongwu Emperor’s reign and the capture of the Zhengtong
Emperor, the Ming undertook a massive territorial expansion,
one not repeated until the middle of the eighteenth century
under the Manchu Qing dynasty. To maintain control over
this vast territory, the Ming applied different imperial strate-
gies based on local conditions, people, and geography to
flexibility construct the Great Ming Empire as an early mod-
ern colonial state. In Liaodong, the Ming appeared as a “gar-
rison state” ruling northeastern Eurasia under regional mili-
tary commission.®” In the mountainous southwestern,
modern-day Guangxi, the Ming government promoted and
cooperated with obedient native chieftains 1 5] (rusi).*" In
Jiaozhi, colonial bureaucratic institutions were put into place
and formal provincial-style administration was implemented.

Huang Fu’s imperial career in Jiaozhi presents histo-
rians with a new image of the early Ming empire. Huang’s
attempt to transform this new colony into a Ming province—
conquest through military domination, administration
through formal provincial institutions, and incorporation
through cultural sinicization—represent just one manner in
which the Ming empire attempted to prove itself an heir to
the Great State model in Inner and East Asian history. This
essay is not the culmination of my studies of Huang Fu, how-
ever, but simply a first step in a larger project about the dual
careers of Huang Fu and Zhang Fu, one a famous civilian ad-
ministrator and one a remarkable military strategist—who are
representative of an overlooked group of Ming colonizers in

Ming in the Tai Frontier Zone (1382-1454),” SOAS Bulletin of Burma Re-
search 4, no.2 (2006): 27-81; Morris Rossabi, “Two Ming Envoys to Inner
Asia,” T'oung Pao, vol. 62 Livr (1976): 1-34,

0 David M. Robinson, “Chinese Border Garrisons in an International Con-
text, Liaodong under the Early Ming Dynasty,” in Peter Lorge and Kaushik
Roy, ed. Chinese and Indian Warfare—From the Classical Age to 1870
(New York: Routledge, 2015), 57-73.

1 Leo K. Shin. The Making of the Chinese State Ethnicity and Expansion
on the Ming Borderlands (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011),
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the late fourteenth and early fifteenth century. If we are to
take seriously their careers and accomplishments—and the
nature of the empire they created—we must give some con-
siderable thought and study to the idea of the Great Ming
Empire as one of the colonial powers of the early modern
world.

191



Furman Humanities Review

Works Cited

CHINESE AND JAPANESE MATERIALS

An Nam Chi Nguyén 755 [Records on Annan] (1419).
Reprint: Hanoi: The Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Ori-
ent, 1931.

Dai Viét sir ky toan thu KR4 [Complete Annals of
bai Viét] (1697). Reprint, Chongqing: Xi’nan
shifandaxue chubanshe, 2005.

Guo Zhenduo F[#E 4% and Zhang Xiaomei 4 %, eds.
Yuenan tongshi %1 52 [History of Vietnam]. Bei-
jing: Zhongguo renmindaxue chubanshe, 2001.

Huang Fu #5f%. Feng shi Annan shuicheng riji ZS{EZZ /7K
f£ A 52 [Journal of a Voyage on a Mission to An-
nam]. In Annan zhuan % {8 [Chronicles of An-
nam]. Reprint, Taipei: Guangwen shuju, 1969.

. “Huang Zhongxuan gong wenji” # i 5/ L
[Collected Works of the honorable Huang Zhongxuan
(Huang Fu)], 13 juan, bfejf 6 juan. In Siku quanshu
cunmu congshu VU417 H %35 [Collectanea of
Works Mentioned in the Cunmu Catalog], edited by
Siku quanshu cunmu congshu biancuan weiyuanhui
M4 EAfF H #EmMEZE B . Ji'nan: Qilu
shushe, 1997.

. “Feng zongbingguan Yingguogong” 7%l fL B 92
[#] 2 [To the Duke of Ying, military commander]. In
Chen Zilong -1, ed. Huangming jingshi wenbian
BL AR S 1 SCHR [Collected writings about statecraft

from the Ming dynasty]. Beijing: Zhonghua shuju,
1962.

192












Furman Humanities Review

Shin, Leo K. The Making of the Chinese State Ethnicity and
Expansion on the Ming Borderlands. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2011.

Wiens, Herold J. China’s March Toward the Tropics: A Dis-
cussion of the Southward Penetration of China's Cul-
ture, Peoples and Political Control in Relation to the
Non-Han-Chinese Peoples of South China and in the
Perspective of Historical and Cultural Geography.
Hamden, CT: The Shoe String Press, 1954,

Woodside, Alexander. “Early Ming Expansionism (1406-
1427): China's Abortive Conquest of Vietnam.” Pa-
pers on China 17 (1963): 1-37.

196





