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CLASS NOTES

James Russell O’Dell ’66, Sep-
tember 17, 2014, Jacksonville, FL

John Roscoe “Jack” Fulmer ’67, 
December 15, 2014, Greenville, SC

Elizabeth Grant Kelly ’67, Janu-
ary 7, 2015, Greenville, SC

Fredrick Manuel “Fim” White 
’67, September 17, 2014, Sum-
merville, SC

Edith Wright “Sis” Brummer 
(MA ’68), December 25, 2014, 
Greenville, SC

Gabriel Webster Hunter ’68, 
September 30, 2014, Mauldin, 
SC

Carrol James “Pete” Calvert ’69, 
November 1, 2014, Buffalo, SC

Charles Robert Love ’69, Janu-
ary 1, 2015, Fort Walton Beach, 
FL

Rebecca Moore Rochester ’69, 
September 21, 2014, Green-
ville, SC

Thomas Wilson Fort ’70, Novem-
ber 19, 2014, Lugoff, SC

Charles Lester Lamb ’71, October 
17, 2014, Greenville, SC

Kenneth Lee Childers ’72, Au-
gust 26, 2014

Richard Warren Mays ’72, Au-
gust 29, 2014, Savannah, GA

Robert Rector McGee ’72, Au-
gust 30, 2014, Winston-Salem, NC

Kenneth Wayne McIntosh ’72, 
July 9, 2014, Rock Hill, SC

Mary Joseph Fuss Mostertz (MA 
’72), December 25, 2014,Tam-
pa, FL

Dennis G. Thomas ’72, Decem-
ber 6, 2014, Great Barrington, 
MA

Deborah Dobson Heicher ’74, 
December 2, 2014, Greenville, 
SC

Wilene Robinson Schumpert 
Cohen (MA ’75), November 1, 
2014, Clemson, SC

Edith Mullen Simpson (MA ’75), 
August 23, 2014, Winchester, 
MA

2015SPRING

Clarence Larry Freeman ’61, July 
18, 2014, Taylors, SC

James D. Graham ’61, August 19, 
2014, Damascus, VA

Charles Richard Franklin Tread-
way ’61, April 30, 2014, Nash-
ville, TN

Lloyd Curtis Trotter ’61, Septem-
ber 13, 2014, Greenville, SC

James Lester Wilson ’61, Sep-
tember 6, 2014, Idaho Falls, ID

William Worth Bridges, Jr. ’62, 
December 14, 2014, Tifton, GA

James E. “Shadow” Ellenburg ’62, 
August 11, 2014, Pelzer, SC

Thomas Leslie Myers, Jr. ’62, 
May 16, 2014, Winnsboro, SC

Joseph Daniel Seay, Sr. ’63, Au-
gust 16, 2014, Greenville, SC

John Edward Cook III ’64, July 
30, 2014, Greenville, SC

Earlene Paige Bowlin Hicks ’64, 
August 15, 2014, West Colum-
bia, SC

Julie Crawford Veslocki ’64, July 
18, 2014.

Parniece Brown Allen (MA ’65), 
September 22, 2014, William-
ston, SC

Sandra Jean Stenhouse Cleaver 
’65, September 17, 2014, An-
napolis, MD

Michael Eugene Lucas ’65, Sep-
tember 16, 2014, Anderson, SC

James Walton Simmons III ’65, 
October 27, 2014, Macon, GA  

Harriette Inez Tucker Elrod (MA 
’66), January 4, 2015, William-
ston, SC

Joseph Thomas Greene, Jr. ’66, 
December 23, 2014, Savannah, 
GA

Martin Herbert Kiser ’76, August 
26, 2014, Columbia, SC

J. David Smith ’80, November 
27, 2014, McAllen, TX

Patrick Charles Patterson ’81, 
July 18, 2014, Thomasville, GA

Barry Dean Biddlecomb ’82, 
August 20, 2014, Athens, GA

Barbara Tate Wren ’82, Decem-
ber 23, 2014, Taylors, SC

Carolyn Brown Lawson (MA ’86), 
November 12, 2014, Marietta, 
GA

Heather Mishelle Christopher 
Boyd ’92, October 24, 2014, 
Easley, SC

Vivian Jones Searcy ’93, June 29, 
2014, Anderson, SC  

Jimmy Lee “Butch” Daniel, Jr., 
BGS ’95, July 18, 2014, Slater, SC 

Grady Jones Callahan ’97, Au-
gust 1, 2014, Travelers Rest, SC

Professor emeritus of chemistry Charles Stuart Patterson ’50 died October 27, 2014. He 
had taught at Furman from 1954 to 1988. During those 30 years, he contributed greatly to 
the university and had a lasting influence on the development of the chemistry program. 
He served as chair of the chemistry department from 1957 through 1967, when he was 
appointed director of the division of science and mathematics. He held this position until 
President Gordon W. Blackwell appointed him academic dean for a five-year term ending 
in 1977. At that time, he returned to full-time teaching and continued to enjoy his students 
and colleagues until his retirement in 1988.    

Professor of English emerita Ann Wyatt Sharp died on October 21, 2014. Sharp taught at 
Furman from 1973 to 1996.  She received the Alester G. Furman, Jr. and Janie Earle Fur-
man Award for Meritorious Advising; upon Sharp’s retirement in 1996, Celia M. Millward 
established the Ann Sharp Award Fund, which provides an annual cash award to a deserv-
ing student who is recognized for academic merit and creative writing talent. 

FACULTY

 Furman United Need-Based Scholarships, Internships, faculty-student research projects, Study Away programs,  
 May Experience Service Learning programs, Heller Service Corps, Furman Singers, Furman Tree Renewal Fund,   
 Fountain and Garden Preservation, academic departments, Paladin Club athletic scholarships, Performing and Fine  
                 Arts scholarships (Music, Art, Theatre Arts),     Residential Life, Greek Life, Bell Tower  
are Fund, Furman Lake Preservation and Renewal,        Religious Life, James B. Duke Library,  
            programs, Library volumes, Mock Trial,          Furman University Student Activities  
                   Board, Student Alumni Council,           Riley Institute at Furman, Counseling 
           David E. Shi Center for Sustainability,            Career Services, Cothran Center  
                 Center for Vocational Reflection,             International Education, Parents  
             Fund, Lay Physical Activities Center,             Classroom and Technology Resources,   
   Bridges to a Brighter Future,           Academic Assistance/Resource Center,  
                  Center for Teaching and Learning,            Engaged Living, Furman Advantage,  
        Intramural and Club Sports, Pauper Players,           Writing & Media Lab, Younts Con  
                  Conference Center, Furman Playhouse,        Furman Marching and Symphonic Band,  
             Shucker Center for Leadership Development,       student clubs and organizations, legacy  
 and class scholarships, lab equipment,      faculty development, ARAMARK meal scholarships,           
       Partners scholarships, Campus Beautification Fund,     Health Services, Diversity and Inclusion Fund,  
               Joseph A. Vaughn Annual Minority Scholarship,   International Recruiting, Performing and Fine Arts,  
                White Oaks Preservation Fund, Asian Studies,   Classics, Communication Studies, English,  
                  Modern Languages and Literatures, History,   Philosophy, Religion, Business and Accounting,    
    Economics, Education, Health Sciences,  Political Science, Psychology, Sociology,  
  Center, Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science,          Earth and Environmental Sciences, Mathematics,  
 Physics, Art, Music, Theatre Arts, Military Science, Baseball, Softball, Men’s Basketball, Women’s Basketball,  
 Men’s Cross Country, Women’s Cross Country, Football, Volleyball,  Men’s Golf, Women’s Golf, Men’s Indoor Track,  
 Women’s Indoor Track, Men’s Lacrosse, Women’s Lacrosse, Men’s Soccer, Women’s Soccer, Men’s Tennis,  
 Women’s Tennis, Men’s Track and Field, Women’s Track and Field

THINK
ANNUAL GIVING
IS JUST ABOUT
KEEPING THE 
LIGHTS ON?

A gift from you each year for operating expenses—no matter the size— 
allows Furman to support hundreds of programs that attract the best students, 
contribute to the public good, and create meaningful difference in our society. 
Please consider a gift today and FUND YOUR FURMAN.   

MyFurmanGift.com
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Another Good Morning
Across the room, the dog’s chest swells and sinks 
like the Mediterranean on a blue and windless day.

Her snoring hums both alto and bass, and the thin 
snare rolling beneath suggests a rest that’s ocean deep.

The rain drums a soft stroll on the roof, and I sit alone 
with the dog, wrapped in a sea-green fleece, reading
 
Pavese and watching January’s choir of sparrows gather 
in the drizzle to assail a meddling hawk. Their early

industry does not embarrass me into action or coax 
more than a stretch in the rocking chair. I’m hiking

a vineyard above Santo Stefano Belbo, and the wind 
in the grapes sounds like the breath of a sleeping hound.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR Philip Belcher ’82 is the vice president of programs for The Community Foundation of Western North Carolina in Asheville and the 
author of a chapbook, The Flies and Their Lovely Names, from Stepping Stones Press. A graduate of Furman, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and Duke University School of Law, he also has an MFA in poetry from Converse College and is the recipient of the Porter Fleming Prize in poetry. Belcher’s 
work has appeared in numerous journals. The above poem originally appeared in Valparaiso Poetry Review, volume XIII, Number 1, Fall/Winter 2011–2012.

Still

COMMEMORATE
This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of desegregation at 
A wide range of events is planned, 
including those to honor the first African 
American student to attend and graduate 
from the university: Joseph Allen Vaughn 
'68 (pictured here). You can read about  
the yearlong commemoration on page 12 
of this issue. You can also visit the website: 
furman.edu/50years.
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Furman FOR ALUMNI  
AND FRIENDS  
OF THE UNIVERSITY

THE MINDFUL BUILDER 
Elizabeth Davis begins  

as Furman’s 12th president  
pg. 24

RESILIENCY 
Is our next  
generation 
tough enough? 
pg. 32

PERSPECTIVE  
David Shi '73 
on the modern 
affliction of 
loneliness  
pg. 46

SHELF LIFE 
Books that 
inspire physics 
professor Susan 
D’Amato '77 
pg. 44

THE 
COMEBACK 
Your next visit to 
Furman starts 
here 
pg. 38
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Furman.

UNFOLDING

“I apply logic and math to engineer 
new ways of transforming flat 
paper into three-dimensional 

forms,” says Rebecca Gieseking 
’09, whose sculptural explorations 

in origami have been gaining 
notice, including at Furman’s 

Thompson Gallery, which gave the 
artist a solo show last fall.
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