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From one ead of the country to the other, ex-
copt from those sheets which are especially in
the pay of the black Democracy, we hear but
one expression of opinion in relation to the re
cont diszraceful outrage in the Congress of the
Onired States. All, without regard to political
4ffinities oxecrate and denounce the assanlt upon
Senator Sumner by Mr. Brooks of South Caro-
lina, ng cowardly and unwarrantable. It wasa
epocies of bratality which nothing could justify
or extenoate.  Matters have indeed come toa
ginanlar pass, if on the floor of Congress, the
Parliament of the United States, & Senator can
unt [reely utter his sentiments, we care not how
esxireme they may be, except at the hazard of
his lie. 'This is the most direct blow against
the frerdom of epeech ever made in this country.
I it is to be tolerated, we may well agk, what
next?

The only interpretation which can be put
upon the affair is. that Mr. Brooks and his south-
ern allies have deliberately adopted the mons-
trous creed. that any man who dares to utter
contiments which they deem wrong or unjust,
shall be bratally assailed in order to deter others
from like freedom of thought and speech. Bent
upnn carrying out their ruffiwnly creed, these
men skulk into the Senate Chamber, croach ina
¢oat near the gentleman whose frank and out-
spoken words have offanded them, and at the
moment when he is all unconscious and all un-
prepared, rush upon him, and with & heavy bluc.
geon beat him to unconsci susness, thus virtually
saying to the country ani to the world, that at
the capital, on’the floor of Congresa even, free
speech is not permitted and our boasted liverty
Will not the TU. S. Congress assert

is a sham.
its digpity?

Since the present Congress commenced its
segsion. the 2ountry has been more tban once
shocked at the outrages and bratality which
have been perpetrated by those who sustain the
present slavery administration.  Col. Webb ina
Jetter to the N. Y. Couarier enumerates the cases
as follows:

Forst, Wiliam Smith, an ex-Governor of the
State of Virginia, and member of the House of
1R presentatives, assailed and beat the editor of
the Evesing S ar, in December lact, in the lobby
of the Hlouse. )

Second, Albert Rask, a member of the House
of Represcutatives, from Arkansas, assailed and
bt the editor of the New York Tribure in the
«rounds of the Capitol, immediately alter leav-
iue the House ot Representatives.

“Tiird, Philip T Herbert, of Alabama, n inem-
ber of Qungress, from California, shot down and
kil'ed nn Irish waiter at Willaid’s, and i3 now
nuder bonds to apuear before the Grand Jury
and nwait his trial for snch crime as they may
alindgze him to have committed.

Fourth, Preston § Brooks, a member of the
House of Represcutatives from South Oarolina
assails and beats unmercifully o Senator from
Mussachusetts. when oceupying his seat io the
Seante of the Umted States and engaged in the
transaction of husiness legitimately appertaining
to his station.

In thcgl several instances what has been doue
with the crimivals? what has Couogress said as
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beut the editor of the New York Trivure in the
cryunds of the Capitol, immediately after leav-
nnf the House ot Representatives.

Tuird, Philip 1. Herbert, of Alabama, 2 mem-
mr of Congress, from California, shot down and
killed an Irish waiter at Willaid’s, and is now
under honds to apuear before the Grand Jury
und nwait his trial for snch erime ag they may
wlindge him to have committed.

Fourth, Preston 8§ Brooks, a member: of the
Iiuse of Represcutatives from South Carolina
asails and beats unmercifully & Senator from
sachusetta. when occupying his seat in the
snate of the Umted States and engaged in the
transaction of business legitimately appertaining
to his station.

In these several iustences what has been dove
with the crimivals? what has Coogress said as
to their erimes?  The first and second outrages
were considered such trivial offences that the
subject was not evers referred to in either House.
The third offence, the shooting down and klling
of an Irish waitzr at Willard's Hotel, was voted.
bv a coalition of the elavery Democrats and’
Southern Krow Nothings 1o be en occurrence
noteven meriting investigation., Every Represen-
tative from a slave State and every supporter of
thig administration, save one, united in suppres
stng lnguiry; and the offender daily takes his seat
in the House, as though uothing uovusnal had
oceurved, The last offender against law and or-
der has st least had his conduet inquired into,
and a majority of the commitiec have recoms
ménded bis expulsion; but it must not be lost
sight of that such actien was strenuously resist-
¢d by every member of thst body, save two,
who tepresent the elave States, and by all who
sustain the present administration. Tu all prob-
ability thege same men will persist in voting
against Brooks’ expulsion, thus making théms
selves parties to the ecutrage.

We have seen the word chivalry used i in con-
nection with this last disgraceful affair. If there
is the faintest shadow of a shade of chivalry in
the business, we are at & loss to discover it. We
have always attached to that word the idea of
valor, lieroism, gallantry! Which of desc did
Brooks display?  We beg to call it by apother
pame. It was sheer cowardice, and worse than
cowardice, for it partakes of fiendish ma]ice.
ane therefore merits the loathing and scorn of
every honest man, and chivalrous citizen. Will
indeed, the House refuse to rid itself of such
cowardly bullyism? Wil they give their coun-
tenance and approval of this attempt to crush
out free speech”by brutal violence? Weshall
gee. The eye of the ceantry is closely watch:
ing this aflair and will hold those who are try-
ing to smother it toa just acconntability.
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