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GERRIT SMITH'S INSANITY,
—

We ruppose it likely to be trae, though it
may Bot be as reported by the telegraph from
New York, that Gerrit bmith has become
108808, 80 28 {0 require to be put under re-
atraint.  Nothing is more probable thn such
an cflect of the cironmatances in which he s
placed upon a mind like hie. Boru toa large
fortune, his training in youth was negleoted,
and he grew up unregolated mud self willed.
The babit of following his own whims oon-
tivoed when he came into the possession of
very great wealth, and bis eelf indulgence
took the form of an eocentric care for the
publie. Having no regnlar oscpation to em-
ploy his thonghta and time, and being nata-
rally wuia mod obstinate, he began early to
think himeelf called to regnlate the affsirs of
others, and to undertake the radical reform of
Bociety,

His dispoeition was easy and liberal, and he
could be induced at any time to do works of
real charity ; money waa plenty, and hegave
with facility ; but us often and us eagily, he
covld be lsd into lavish contributiona, and
crotchetly zeal for auy scherae which proposed
1o dislocate the eetablished erder of thiogs
with & view to reconstruct s0ciety, nccordmg’
to the model of some ranling reformer in
morals and politica. With bim the rute ap-
peared to be establisbed thul whataver is, i
wroug, and that he was bory, uud endowed
with money, to set evergthiog right. The
process by which he grew to think this result
in to be effected, iv by diesolving sosiety iuto
its elements, that he and the philosophiera,
with sud without petticoats, with whowm he
coseorted, snd who preyed on him, mighy
recoosiruct it, extemporaueousty, better than
custom, philosophy, luw, stutesmauship, and
the Bible have been able to dv, siucs tha Le-
givbing of the world. The idle, vitionary
bruin became Lhe workehop for & multitade of
sbaurd und impracticsble projects, upon which
he wusted his muney, Lo no bettor purpuss
thun to feed ranters and iwpostors.

The negro question, at lust, seomas to have
abeorbed him, ubove ull others, wud be has
Leen eupaged for years in wiiting and pub-
liching sud epeuking rhupsodies ou Lhe sub-
Ject of megro rights, snd in advisiug aod son
IVIDY prejecta fur the extinctivu of #luvery,
He mude expencive experiments of rying to
demoustrute the cupucily of the negro to tuke
curs of himselt by disihug a large body of
lnud nwovy blacks sud beipiug them to culti
vals it—au expsrimont Lbut ended in u mg.
erable fuiture, bexides the larga cost, 1o which
he attuched littls importunce. Hs worked
himeell into 8 gort of freuzy on thia topic,
and wrote and talked, aud gnve monay for
the |\urp‘oee of encoaraging the Hight of klavea
from their marters. nud Lo prevent their recap:
ture. e came 4t Juet to open denonucement
of kIl lawe thus protected this epucies of prop
erty, and to open coutempt sud defiance of
the cfticers of the law, auud he gnve counse|
sud furniched menns to support and reward
that resistunce. 1o came o preach sedition
and robbery, as Lhe proper instraments for
working ont his ides of negro righta. The
puseuit of these objects bucaare sv intensitiod
in his theughis that it got Lo be the oue idea
which domivated exclasively over all others,
and made A tierce and bloody fanatic of him
who was not naturally cruel by tempersment.
We huve enid thul it ia not sarprising that
the eftect of recentevents should have unewil
tedn mun of this cast, with a brain so fuvered
sud u judgment 8o shultered as his must have
teen. To any man not totally depraved uud
utterly insensible, the resalt of Lthe outbreak
vt Hurper's Forry must bave been & dreadfa)
shock, Thut he hud n guilty kuowledys of
-the plans of which this wus one, and of the
purpose of invasion, in some form, if not
specitically that of Brown, i very evident:
It is in conformity with opiuiona publicly ex.
pressed, which eannot be withdrawn, It ig
quite ap likely that he gave money directly
for this particulur object. He has given large
snms before for objects of the same essentiag
character; and this is bul the pructios) em-
bodiment of the theoriea he has preached and
lubored for.

If he have &ny sensibility left—if he be
not entirely without nerves and heart, a mere
bold, bad rutlian—he wust shrink with horror
and alarm at the coneequences of the acta
which he has been enconraging so recklessly
—the crime to which he haa been inciting
others, and for which they are to pay the
forfeit of their lives. If there wers no re-
mores for the train of nnrpeakable calamities
which the success of their attempt woald
bring upos handreds of innocent families,
there must, at least, ba compunction, sorrow,
and regret, for the deladed conepirators who
rushed into this foolish enterprize under the
incitement of such doctrines as Gerrit Swmith
bas preached, and in the expectation of succor
from such men ae he is, and as he prepares
He onnonot buot feel that he is
morally guilty of their blood—their tempter
into the orime which haa led them to shame-
fal desth.

Porhapa the sense of this avefal respousi-
bility may have come with andden awaken.
ing effect npon the conscience, and startled it
into & knowledge of the enormity of the
crimes to which it bad been dragged, and the
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tinl registanee. lle came to praach sedition
and robbery, as the proper instraments for
working out his idea of megro rights. Tne
pareutt of these objects became so intensitiad
iu bis theughts thut it got tv be Lthe one idea
which domivated exclosively over all others,
and muade A fierce and bloody fanatic of him
who was not naturally cruel by tewperament.

We have eaid that it is not sarprisiog that
Lhe eflcet of recentevents shoald bave nnwit-
ted i mun of this cast, with a brain e favered
aud o judgment o shattered 4a his must huve
been. To apy man not tolally depraved aud
utterly jneensible, the result of the outbreuk
&t linrper's Ferry mast bave been a dreadfut
sbock. Thutbe hud & guilty knowledio of
the plans of which this wus one, and of the
purpose of invasion, im eome form, if not
specitically that of Brown, is very evident.
It Is in conformity with opiuions pabliciy ex.
preesed, which cannot be withdrawn. [t ig
quite a8 likely thal he yave money dirsctly
for this particulur object. He hus yiven large
som=x before for objects of the same easentia]
character ; and Lhis is but the practioal em-
bodiment of the theuries he hus preached and
labored for.

If he bave any sensibility left—if he be
not entirely without nervea nnd heart, 8 mere
bold, bad ratlisn—he wost shrink with horror
and slurm ubk the comsequences of the acts
which he has been encouraging so reckiessly
—the crime to which he has been inoiting
others, and for which they are to pay the
forfeit of their lives. If there: wers no re.
moree for the train of unspeakabie calawities
which ths success of their attempt woald
briog wpon bundreds of innocent families,
there must, at leant, bs compunclion, sorrow,
aod regret, for the deluded conmpirators who
ruehed into this foolish enterpries nnder the
inciterment of such doctrines as Qerrit SBmith
has preached, and in the expectation of suscor
from such men aa he is, and as he prepares
for such work. e cannot bat feel that he ia
morally guilty of their blood—their tempter
Into the orime which has lad them to shame-
ful death.

Perhaps the sense of this awfal responsi.
bility may have come with sudden awaken.
ing eflect upon the conscience, and startled it
into a knowledge of the enormity of the
orimes to which it bad been dragged, and the
fevered brain gave way before the shock.
Pethnps the fear of consequences, the ex.
citement of m threatened arrest, terror and
apprehension for himself, may have helped
t0 overthrow remson, and 1o give a relief
from present terzor, and an asylum from

ishment in the i of mad-
nees. Noue of theee are improbable effocts of
the Ilarper's Ferry eovents on a maa of
Gerrit Bmith's temperament, history, frail
ties and fanstioiems; and by suconmbing to
the powers of that terrible econdition, he
will have proven himself, In some respects,
& better man than those who, guilly as be
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3 Mrs. Mary H. Welling died recently,
near Trenton, N. J, aged 99 years. The
beauty of ber elmmler, the vigor of her
mind, the uninterrupted erjoyment of health
and nnlmpciud possession of hsr mental fas.
ulties during eo long a life, and her many
memorisa of the Revolationary ers, attached
more than local intereet to her decease.
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