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st Negroea have no. r:ghts as clbtcns nnder lho
Consututmn. )

od. ,Ihg'ondlmnce of 1781’ is, bmdmg. s Bemg
the act of the several States as sovercigns prior to'
_the formation of the Constitufion. .~
- 8d. But:tho/masour: Compromtse is unoamtttu-
twnal as being an act of the genernl government
L exercising . power not delegatcu by tlu. Stntcs as
_sovereignis.
~ 4th. The expressmn ot' “the lerntory ‘and. other
prOperty of the Union,” in the Constitution, applies’
only to such territory as w a8 posaessed at the adop-
tion of the Constitution. . . -

5tl. As Congress does not poqsess the power to
ke enactments relative to persons or -property. of
citizens of the United States in the federal térrito-
ries, other than the Constitution confers, it cannot
constitutionally delegate any such power to a tern-
- torinl gorernment, - 5
6th. The legal condmon of the slavc is not. affect-
fed by his sojourn in another State,

We give these pmnts as we find them summed np
in the telegraphic dospatch, and_this statement il
them may not be strictly aceurate; but enough is
perceived to authorize the opinion that this is the
most important decjsion cver mmade by any Court-in.
this country, and that it fortifics as by a wall of
brass the rights of the slavcholder in the States and
in the-common territories, " Congress, it is cxpress-
ly declared, has no constitutional pover to prohibit
slavery in the territories ; and possessing no such
wer, cannot delegute it to a territorial govern-
went. No territorial governmentl can, therefore, -
Jabolish slavery, If the “légal condition of the slave
is not affected by his sojourn.in. another Slate
surely it cannot be allected by his removal to a ter-
ritory ; and if Congress pOSSCsses no power over
slavery in the territorics, surely no portion of the
inbabilants of a territory can constitutionally declare
that another portion shall not be secure in the
rights which they enjoyed wlen in sovercign S States,
aud which they have carried with them to the com-
mon ferritories 07 the Union. -

The idea of the abolitionists, that a slave is free
as soon as he touches the soil of a free State, -is
again cxploded ; f#it is declarcd that he remains a
slave, though anout ning ina free State, and the

ight of his owner to his body and to his services

annot be affected. .

This decision will no doubt soon be published,

hen we shall lay it;7or the matcual parj} ol' it, be-

re our readers.




