High School Experience & College Major Choice

By: Stefan Maletic

Results
Conceptual Model o | Measures
y Distribution of Majors Independent Variable: High school

experience, measured by
guestions about teachers and
grades in subject clusters
Dependent Variable: College major
choice, measured by a question
asking about subject clusters
Controls: Gender, household

High School

Experience
College

Major

in Subject
Cluster

o ﬂm S . College Major and Highest Grades in High School inCOme; type of hlgh school
Positive experiences within high (public, magnet, charter, private)
school subject clusters are . Corcluc

: : ONCIUSIONS
associated with a greater ig * Those who reported having the best
likelihood of ChOOSing d majOr 30 high school teachers in a given subject
within a similar subject cluster. . I I I cluster predominantly majored in the

0 -I B I B I II lll same cluster, as compared to majors in
Music/VP Arts Humanities STEM Business/Acc. Soc. Sciences Other CIUSterS
| DestiS orades | | | * Qut of those surveyed, respondents
wm 7 MustUPArts # Humaniies E5TEM 1 BusihessfRccounting | Soc. Seences with higher high school grades in a
A 12 item su rvey administered College Major and Perceived Teacher Skill subject cluster chose a major in a
to a random sample of Furman - similar subject cluster. |
, , , . * |n other words, in this sample, there is
University students (N=95) Vid 25 an observable, positive relationship
Qualtrics. i‘; between positive high school
10 experiences in a subject cluster and
(5) -I I Il B choosing a major within the cluster.

Music/VP Arts Humanities STEM Business/Acc. Soc. Sciences
Best HS Teacher

B Music/VP Arts B Humanities B STEM Business/Accounting



