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lives in Burgundy, France, with her husband,

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army

keeping alumni connected to Furman. But let me talk
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with Vistage International, the world’s
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Richard is vice president of Boggs Gases,

named Stephen Arnold its chief financial

Edward Gibson, March 18, 2010. They live
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development director for the Cystic
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Brian and Sadie Aycock ’02 Krawczyk,
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Abigail Simon Lyle of Fort Lauderdale,
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a son, Benaiah Douglas, February 19,

John Keegan, November 14, 2009. They
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through Georgia Southern University.

2010. Brian is the campus pastor for
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Grace Fellowship Church in Snellville, Ga.

Clair Travis and Kenneth Sauer,
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Sadie recently completed her MBA with

September 25. They live in Chattanooga,

MARRIAGES: Melissa Hobbs and

BIRTHS: Keith and Amy Strickland

a concentration in accounting from Brenau

Tenn., where they are United Methodist

Joel Hibbard, June 26. They live in

Gunter, a son, Noah Keith, November 25,

University.

ministers.

Charlottesville, Va., where Melissa teaches

BIRTHS: Brad ’04 and Elizabeth Coker

English as a Second Language to high

99
2009, Kennesaw, Ga.
Mike and Lauren Smith Hillesheim,

01

Hamlett, a daughter, Anne Louise,

a son, Quinton Michael, April 21, Denver,
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October 18. They live in Greenville.

Colo.

Jael Gadsden’s CD “Coming Full Circle”

Alan and Pamela Rowe Jenkins, a son,

She also became Miss Illinois 1981,

uniquely fulfilling way.

In 1999 Field was hired to develop

Field, a 1978 Furman

a music education degree at the University

graduate, is president of the board

of South Carolina-Aiken. She taught and

of trustees for Juilliard in Aiken,

directed three choral ensembles before

a one-of-a-kind, weeklong arts

retiring from her tenured position in 2007.

festival which this year is slated

At the time she anticipated living a

for March 5–11. The event brings

more leisurely life, but soon her friendship

students, faculty and alumni from

with Naifeh and Smith, and her idea for

school students.

New York’s Juilliard School, which

Juilliard in Aiken, had her working harder

Jessica Livingston Trammell (M.A.)

many consider to be America’s

than ever. “I never realized the extent

and Scott Charles Zannini, June 26. She

premier performing arts institution,

of the responsibilities,” she says of her
That’s the philosophy Field wanted to build on

Peter and Emily Newton Murphy,

is available at www.cdbaby.com/cd/jael

Grant Rowe Jenkins, January 11, 2010,

is a teacher, and he is a senior technical

to Aiken, S.C., for public performances, master classes,

a daughter, Ann Elizabeth, October 21,

and on ITunes. Learn more at her website,

Charlotte, N.C.

recruiter at Principle Solutions Group.

in-school workshops and other events.

Greenville. Emily is director of development

www.jaelgadsden.com.

Jeff and Carla Larkin, a son, Owen

They live in Atlanta.

services at Furman.

Republican Josh McKoon, an attorney

Alexander, September 16, Knoxville, Tenn.

BIRTH: Bradley and Neely Tesseneer

munity,” Field says. “They travel and perform in other

relationship with Juilliard and to boost arts education

John and Katherine Fitch Pennylegion,

in Columbus, Ga., was elected to the State

Joseph ’03 and Elizabeth Wright

Benton, a son, Thomas Athen, August 8,

parts of the nation and world, but there is no organized

and quality of life for area residents. Last year, more

despite the struggling economy, the community

a son, Cole Atticus, October 27, St. Louis,

Senate in November. He represents District

Osborn, a son, Everett Joseph, October

Los Angeles.

festival anywhere else, so we feel tremendously fortu-

than 2,500 children participated in Juilliard in Aiken

embraced the program and helped ensure its success.

Mo.

29 and becomes the senate’s youngest

11. They live in Greer, S.C.

outreach programs.

Now, Field’s dream is to build Juilliard in Aiken into

member.

Matthew and Lauren White Steele,

04

nate to have this kind of partnership with them.”

Rachel May Snell and her husband,

a son, Colin Robert, January 21, 2010.

Susanna Eiland has joined the Ellen

Naifeh and Gregory White Smith, Harvard-trained

21 musicians, eight actors and 10 dancers. “It’s the

areas to see the high-caliber artists — and to enjoy

Ethan Friddle is director of the United

Christopher, live in Colorado Springs, Colo.

They live in Bellevue, Wash.

and James S. Marcus Institute for Vocal

lawyers and authors whose biography of Jackson

first year we’ll have artists from all divisions of the

Rachel is a doctor of physical therapy with

Jonathan and Rebecca Neal Tompkins,

Aiken’s picturesque scenery and historic, small-

Ministries Learning Center’s General

Arts at the Juilliard School in New York

Pollock won the Pulitzer Prize, decided to donate their

school,” Field says. Performers will include faculty

the U.S. Army.

a son, Edward Douglas, May 12, Myrtle

town charm.

Education Diploma program in Greenville.

as the vocal arts curriculum and projects

chair and organist Paul Jacobs, plus a jazz quintet,

He is studying for a master’s degree at

BIRTHS: Michael ’98 and Ginger

Beach, S.C. Rebecca has become director

home in Aiken to the Juilliard School. They wanted the

administrator.

Most importantly, she hopes the festival will

Clemson University that will enable him

of communications for SPM Resorts, Inc.,

BIRTHS: John and Kay Parham

vocal quartet, string quintet and two pre-college

Turpen Carnahan, a son, Brennan

historic 60-room mansion, Joye Cottage, to serve as a

inspire people of all ages and encourage more support

Charles, January 19, 2010, Durham, N.C.

a timeshare management company.

Alexander, a son, James Parham

retreat for Juilliard students, faculty and alumni.

artists, among others.

to be a licensed professional counselor.

for the arts. “School budgets are being cut every year,

MARRIAGES: Jeff Hayes and Krista

Luke and Whitney Brown Cawley,

Green ’02, October 16. They live in

a son, Jackson, March 4, 2010. They live

03

Greenville.

in Stoke-on-Trent, England.

Emily Ball of Mars Hill, N.C., is pursuing

a daughter, Lila Katherine, August 9. Erica

Alicia Dawn Williams and William

Stephen and Kristen Evensen Harter,

a master’s degree in public affairs at

is a district lead English for Speakers of

Nicholas Eatmon, September 18. They live

a son, Samuel Dean, June 21. They live

Western Carolina University. During the

Other Languages teacher in Laurens

in Morehead City, N.C. Nick is director of

in Acworth, Ga.

fall she was an intern with the U.S. Inter-

County, S.C., and Jason is a senior vice

golf operations and assistant manager at

Eric and Meredith Cumbee Hipp, a son,

agency Council on Homelessness, which

president for the National Institute for

Morehead City Golf Course, and Alicia

James Noah, September 16. Meredith is an

develops and implements the Obama

Excellence in Teaching.

intensive care nurse in Columbia, S.C., and

administration’s efforts to combat

00

is a kindergarten teacher at White Oak
Elementary School.
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Alexander, August 27. They live in Atlanta.
Jason and Erica Sutton Culbertson,

“Juilliard does not do this with any other com-

The unlikely partnership began when Steven

new role. “But I knew it would be a wonderful

when she proposed the festival idea to Naifeh and

opportunity for the community, and it would also

Smith. The goal was to strengthen the community’s

be personally fulfilling.”

This year’s festival will feature 39 artists —

The inaugural festival was held in 2009, and

a regional event that brings visitors from surrounding

Field, who grew up in Hickory, N.C., began as

and the arts often get cut the most,” she says. “If we

by giving to the world’s premier conservatory, they

a music education major at Furman. She planned to

can help our schools by enriching the arts curriculum,

were in fact supporting the arts and our community

become a choral conductor and educator, but during

then we’ve improved education. And we know the arts

in a very significant way,” Field says.

her senior year music professor Bruce Schoonmaker

have a positive effect on quality of life, so our goal is

directed her in the opera The Old Man and The Thief

to provide cultural offerings that are enriching to all.”

“They are passionate about the arts and felt that

In a Juilliard news release, Naifeh and Smith said
there “is nothing compared to Juilliard’s gift to the

and encouraged her to pursue performance. She went

world. And we are fortunate, indeed, to live in a

on to Northwestern University in Evanston, Ill., where

community that shares our support for arts education

she earned a master’s degree in voice performance,

Visit http://juilliardinaiken.com to learn more.

and our belief, which is Juilliard’s belief, that the pursuit

began working as a soloist for opera companies and

Photo by Phil Jones.

of excellence — in the arts, as in everything — can truly

choral organizations, and spent a year teaching in

improve lives.”

a high school.

— LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE
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community that shares our support for arts education

she earned a master’s degree in voice performance,

Visit http://juilliardinaiken.com to learn more.
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Photo by Phil Jones.

of excellence — in the arts, as in everything — can truly

choral organizations, and spent a year teaching in

improve lives.”

a high school.

— LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE
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in their move to transitional housing.
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Bancroft says. After visiting Pressley’s Los Angeles stu-
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and speak to my senior seminar
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“Nikki is fresh out of graduate school,” Bancroft
says. “I don’t think she even realizes how strong her
practice is.”
To be certain, contemporary art is a long way
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art career.
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major with an eye toward a career in graphic design.
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school at the University of North Carolina.
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(S.C.) High School.

She is a human resources specialist at Fluor

40 FURMAN | WINTER 2011

She had also demonstrated an aptitude for art

Pressley cites professors Ross McClain (design)

installation. “CalArts opened me up to a lot of differ-

digging through a “weird floating mound” of earth,

Pressley, who works as a graphic designer for

and Bright (photography) as being “instrumental in

ent things,” she says. “There’s no real curriculum or

a real estate company, is pouring herself into research

their encouragement with the more conceptual ideas

grades — you chart your own course. I know plenty of

for her next project, “which is the way that I tend to

that I was trying to develop at the time.” But prior to

students who went through the whole two years and

work,” she says. “I’d like to stay active in the contem-

her senior year, she says, “I didn’t know anything

didn’t make an object. Their art was conceptual, so

porary art dialogue and keep working out my ideas

about contemporary art or the art world.”

they constantly talked about their work.”

through future exhibits.”

For the senior art show at Furman, Pressley

During her final year at CalArts, Pressley took part

— DICK ANDERSON

exhibited three pieces — one each in sculpture, design

in a couple of group shows. In 2009 she had her first

and photography. All three addressed the concept of

solo exhibit, “Actions and Contemplations,” at

Visit www.nikkipressley.com to learn more. The author

cultural identity, a subject that continues to inform

Las Cienega Projects in Culver City. “That was a big

is a freelance writer in Los Angeles and publications

her work. “I felt like it was the first time that I had

deal for me because I had never filled an entire space

editor for Occidental College.
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major with an eye toward a career in graphic design.

degree in teaching from Winthrop

school at the University of North Carolina.
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and operates Middleton Place, a national

University.

Liz Lineback is a junior account execu-

historic landmark.

Lindsay Timmerman Niedringhaus

09

tive with the Hughes Agency, a marketing,

Benjamin W. Wallace has joined the

has joined the Department of Admission

Casey Crisp has been named assistant

advertising and public relations firm in

Macon, Ga., law firm of Stone & Baxter

at Furman as marketing manager.

director of the Bridges to a Brighter Future

Greenville.

LLP, practicing in the areas of commercial

MARRIAGES: Molly Bockman and

program at Furman. Casey is a Bridges

MARRIAGE: Heather Henson and

litigation, bankruptcy and business, and

Stephen John Fastenau, October 2. They

graduate and was a counselor in the pro-

Joshua Lother, July 24. They live in

corporate law.

live in Bluffton, S.C.
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She had also demonstrated an aptitude for art

Pressley cites professors Ross McClain (design)

installation. “CalArts opened me up to a lot of differ-

digging through a “weird floating mound” of earth,

Pressley, who works as a graphic designer for

and Bright (photography) as being “instrumental in

ent things,” she says. “There’s no real curriculum or

a real estate company, is pouring herself into research

their encouragement with the more conceptual ideas

grades — you chart your own course. I know plenty of

for her next project, “which is the way that I tend to

that I was trying to develop at the time.” But prior to

students who went through the whole two years and
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didn’t make an object. Their art was conceptual, so
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about contemporary art or the art world.”

they constantly talked about their work.”

through future exhibits.”

For the senior art show at Furman, Pressley

During her final year at CalArts, Pressley took part

— DICK ANDERSON

exhibited three pieces — one each in sculpture, design

in a couple of group shows. In 2009 she had her first

and photography. All three addressed the concept of

solo exhibit, “Actions and Contemplations,” at

Visit www.nikkipressley.com to learn more. The author

cultural identity, a subject that continues to inform

Las Cienega Projects in Culver City. “That was a big

is a freelance writer in Los Angeles and publications

her work. “I felt like it was the first time that I had

deal for me because I had never filled an entire space

editor for Occidental College.
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FOUR ALUMS NAMED LIBERTY FELLOWS

II. Upon his return to Greenville he took
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Greer, S.C. After service with the U.S. Navy

Gaffney, S.C. A veteran of World War II,

his discharge he was a member of the

Colo. He was a Baptist minister at churches

over management of the family dairy farm.

served as a church choir director for many

during World War II he embarked on an

he was retired from Milliken Company.

Naval Reserves for 20 years, retiring as a

in South Carolina and Hawaii. He also

THE LIBERTY FELLOWS PROGRAM is designed to develop young

He went on to be selected South Carolina

years. She was a life member of the

engineering career, most of which was

James Landrum Hill, Sr. ’49, June 8,

lieutenant. Upon completing his Furman

served as hospital chaplain at Colorado

leaders for South Carolina.

Dairyman of the Year and was appointed

Fountain Inn Music Club.

spent in Rochester, N.Y. He was retired

2009, Belton, S.C. A World War II

degree he began a career in education

State Hospital and Western State Hospital

to the state Dairy Commission. He later

Luna Edwards Hilliard ’44, October 31,

from Eastman Kodak.

veteran, he was a longtime teacher, coach

as a junior high school science teacher in

and was minister of visitation for First

years, for 20 state residents ages 30 to 45. They are selected from a

became a property developer and served

Greer, S.C.

Mildred Adela Smith Lepingwell ’48,

and administrator in Greenville County

Greenville. After earning a master’s degree

Baptist Church in Pueblo until his

diverse pool of nominees and represent all professions, from business

10 years in the South Carolina House of
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Schools and led the Carolina High baseball
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and government to education and non-profits. They also share a com-
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Betty Rose Newton Summersett ’48,

team to the state title in 1958. Between
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mon goal — strengthening South Carolina.
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Army veteran of World War II, serving in
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31, Anderson, S.C. A retired Southern

whose members elected him to serve as

Alaska and Okinawa. After the war he

band, Ben, she owned and operated Laurel
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South Carolina and Virginia, and taught

Baptist minister and educator, he was

chaplain, and also was a Rotarian and a
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Hill Inn and Rib Room. She also managed

Anderson (S.C.) College, where he also

at Clemson University, North Georgia

pastor of churches in the Carolinas,

Paul Harris Fellow.

chief of police in Henderson County,

the Summersett Building and served as

taught accounting and was instrumental

College and Lynchburg (Va.) Community

Maryland and Kentucky. After retiring

Marian Smith Williams ’42, November

serving for 22 years. He was the first chief

hostess for Columbia Country Club.

in developing the Department of Business

College. While working in education he

he worked as an interim pastor. He was

23, Greenville.

of police to be inducted into the North

Marjorie Gould Buck ’49, November 28,

Administration. In 1972 he returned to

also attended seminary at Duke and was

the founder of Price Driving School and

Jean Hendricks Farry ’43, October 1,

Carolina Law Enforcement Hall of Honor.

Greenville. She taught for more than

Greenville County and served as principal

ordained a Methodist minister. He went

was an income tax preparer.

Easley, S.C. She taught at Pickens High

“Chief,” as he was affectionately known,

35 years at Christ Church Episcopal School

of two elementary schools. In retirement

on to serve churches in Virginia for 16

Douglas Allen Venters ’50, November

School, and after retiring she was active

directed the first department in Western

and Sara Collins Elementary School.

he taught in the county’s adult General

years, retiring in 1988. He was a member

9, Ruby, S.C. After serving in the Marines

with the Retired Teachers Association,

North Carolina to use dogs to help solve

She was a past president of the Crescent

Education Diploma program. He served as

of the Tidewater Chapter of the Submarine

for four years he became a chaplain in the

the Round Table Group and the Cannon

crimes, and he was instrumental in training

Music Club, a former member of the

a president of the Piedmont Lions Club.

Veterans of World War II and was national

U.S. Air Force, from which he retired after
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the North Carolina National Guard in riot

American Association of University

L. Lawson Byrd ’50, December 9,

chaplain from 1997–2000. He was a life-

holding chaplaincies at bases in Texas,

Grace Barnett Gambrell ’43, October

control and crime-solving techniques. He

Women, and a tutor for the Greenville

Gloucester, Va. He enlisted in the Navy

time member of the National Education

Japan, South Vietnam, the Dominican

1, McCormick, S.C. She was a teacher.

was associated with many civic organiza-

Literacy Association.

during World War II at the age of 15

Association and of the Virginia PTA.

Republic, South Carolina, Ohio, Germany

Margaret Guyton Gartelmann ’43,

tions and served as president of the North

The program features a series of five-day seminars, held over two

Four Furman graduates are part of the newest class of Liberty
Fellows, chosen from a nominating pool of 400. All are deeply involved
in civic and community activities in their respective cities.
John Castile ’89 became city manager of Greenville last July after
previously serving as assistant and deputy city manager. He is active with
100 Black Men of Greenville and the school district’s Shining Star Teacher
Recruitment Initiative. A political science major at Furman, he is a graduate of the university’s Riley Institute Diversity Leaders Initiative (DLI).
R. Michael (Mikee) Johnson ’94, an Orangeburg resident, earned
his Furman degree in English and political science. He is CEO and president of Cox Industries, a manufacturer and global distributor of pressuretreated wood. He chairs the Orangeburg Chamber of Commerce and was
named one of the Midlands’ 2010 “Top 20 Under 40” young professionals by The State newspaper.

August 9, Savannah, Ga.

Carolina Apple Festival and grand marshal

Owen Lee Koontz ’43, May 20, Port

of the King Apple Parade. He was a found-

Carolina — South Carolina’s Council on Competitiveness. An English

Angeles, Wash. After leaving Furman to

ing member of the Henderson County

major at Furman and a DLI graduate, she has also worked in Europe for

enter flight school, he earned his wings

Rescue Squad and was inducted into the

the telecommunications company Deutsche Telekom.

and was commissioned to fly missions in

Hendersonville High School Hall of Fame.

Amy Love ’96 of Columbia is deputy executive director of New

Gus Suárez ’00 of Greenville is an associate attorney with

ELECTION WRAPUP: WOODALL WINS CONGRESSIONAL SEAT .............................

David Montgomery Jenness ’45,

AFTER 16 YEARS as an aide

was shot down three times and eventually

September 22, Greenville. He taught in

to Congressman John Linder

In recent years he worked with Linder and co-author Neal Boortz on two books

degree in political science and history, he attended law school at the

spent 14 months in a POW camp in

Furman’s Department of Modern

of Georgia’s 7th District, the

promoting the issue, one of which was a New York Times best-seller. The Atlanta

University of South Carolina. He, too, is a DLI graduate.

Germany. After the war, he went to

Languages and for 40 years was the

Communications Officer School and spent

Journal-Constitution says that Linder credits Woodall with “helping improve and

accountant for Pepsi Hartness International.

last 10 as chief of staff, Rob

10 years working for the Air Force, devel-

Catherine Fewell McNamara ’46,

Woodall should know plenty

promote [the] plan to replace the federal income tax with a national sales tax.”

oping and installing navigational systems.

September 25, Greenville. She was active in
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Charles Dorsey Horton ’41, October 3,

In 1949 he graduated with honors from

community affairs, including the American

Sallie Mae King Harbin ’29, November

Statesboro, Ga. After working as a teacher

the Air Force Institute of Technology. He

Diabetes Association and other charitable

8, Westminster, S.C. She taught in several

and principal, he earned a doctoral degree

went on to earn a master’s degree in elec-

organizations. She worked in sales at

elementary schools during her 34-year

from Southern Baptist Theological Semi-

trical engineering from Stanford University

The Open Book.

career. She was a member of Daughters

nary and went on to serve as pastor

and to work in the aeronautical research

Patricia Lupo ’47, October 25,

of the American Revolution and Colonial

of churches in Kentucky and Georgia.

lab at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in

Greensboro, N.C. She was a Spanish

Dames XVII Century.

John Kern Earle ’42, December 9,

Dayton, Ohio. After 22 years in the Air

teacher and department chair at Walter
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North Africa during World War II. He

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C. After earning his Furman

about how Washington works.
And after working behind

One of the new congressman’s major issues is likely to be the “fair tax.”

Woodall emerged from a field of eight candidates in the Republican primary
last summer. He won a runoff for the nomination, then defeated Democrat Doug

the scenes for so long, he’s now able to put his insider knowledge to even better use.

Heckman in the general election with 67 percent of the vote. According to Furman

In November, Woodall was elected to succeed Linder, who retired, as the represen-

records, he becomes the sixth alumnus to be elected to the U.S. House.

tative for the district, which consists of much of Gwinnett County and the eastern
Atlanta suburbs.
Woodall, part of the Republican wave that swept into office, is a 1992 Furman
graduate with a degree in political science. He holds a law degree from the University

While Woodall is just beginning his service in Congress, the tenure of Baron
Hill ’75 came to an end when he was defeated by Republican Todd Young in the
race to represent Indiana’s 9th District. Hill served five terms in Congress.
In one other major state election involving a Furman graduate, Democrat
Elizabeth Harrill Mitchell ’62 lost her bid for the governorship of Maine. Mitchell,

Dorothy DuPree Grimball ’39, October

Greenville. He worked briefly in Washing-

Force he retired with the rank of lieuten-

Hines Page High School. She was a member

of Georgia. John Ryan of the National Journal has written, “Woodall embraces

21, Greenville. She was active in community

ton, D.C., for the U.S. Geological Survey

ant colonel and moved to San Jose, Calif.,

of the Alpha Delta Kappa honor sorority

the Tea Party movement’s principles of limited government, strict constitutional

who served as both speaker of the Maine House and president of the State Senate

affairs and was a sustaining member of the

before joining the Army Air Corps and

where he worked on the Gemini and

and the American Association of Teachers

constructionism and fiscal responsibility.”

during her long career in state politics, was defeated by Republican Paul LePage.

Junior League.

serving as a photo intelligence officer

Apollo space projects at NASA’s Ames

of Spanish and Portuguese.

Research Center until retiring in 1981.
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10 years in the South Carolina House of

William Vernon Powers ’44, October

June 11, Atlanta.
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Greenville. She taught for more than
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ordained a Methodist minister. He went

was an income tax preparer.
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“Chief,” as he was affectionately known,

35 years at Christ Church Episcopal School

of two elementary schools. In retirement

on to serve churches in Virginia for 16

Douglas Allen Venters ’50, November

School, and after retiring she was active

directed the first department in Western
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The program features a series of five-day seminars, held over two

Four Furman graduates are part of the newest class of Liberty
Fellows, chosen from a nominating pool of 400. All are deeply involved
in civic and community activities in their respective cities.
John Castile ’89 became city manager of Greenville last July after
previously serving as assistant and deputy city manager. He is active with
100 Black Men of Greenville and the school district’s Shining Star Teacher
Recruitment Initiative. A political science major at Furman, he is a graduate of the university’s Riley Institute Diversity Leaders Initiative (DLI).
R. Michael (Mikee) Johnson ’94, an Orangeburg resident, earned
his Furman degree in English and political science. He is CEO and president of Cox Industries, a manufacturer and global distributor of pressuretreated wood. He chairs the Orangeburg Chamber of Commerce and was
named one of the Midlands’ 2010 “Top 20 Under 40” young professionals by The State newspaper.
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about how Washington works.
And after working behind

One of the new congressman’s major issues is likely to be the “fair tax.”

Woodall emerged from a field of eight candidates in the Republican primary
last summer. He won a runoff for the nomination, then defeated Democrat Doug

the scenes for so long, he’s now able to put his insider knowledge to even better use.

Heckman in the general election with 67 percent of the vote. According to Furman

In November, Woodall was elected to succeed Linder, who retired, as the represen-

records, he becomes the sixth alumnus to be elected to the U.S. House.

tative for the district, which consists of much of Gwinnett County and the eastern
Atlanta suburbs.
Woodall, part of the Republican wave that swept into office, is a 1992 Furman
graduate with a degree in political science. He holds a law degree from the University

While Woodall is just beginning his service in Congress, the tenure of Baron
Hill ’75 came to an end when he was defeated by Republican Todd Young in the
race to represent Indiana’s 9th District. Hill served five terms in Congress.
In one other major state election involving a Furman graduate, Democrat
Elizabeth Harrill Mitchell ’62 lost her bid for the governorship of Maine. Mitchell,

Dorothy DuPree Grimball ’39, October

Greenville. He worked briefly in Washing-

Force he retired with the rank of lieuten-

Hines Page High School. She was a member

of Georgia. John Ryan of the National Journal has written, “Woodall embraces

21, Greenville. She was active in community

ton, D.C., for the U.S. Geological Survey

ant colonel and moved to San Jose, Calif.,

of the Alpha Delta Kappa honor sorority

the Tea Party movement’s principles of limited government, strict constitutional

who served as both speaker of the Maine House and president of the State Senate

affairs and was a sustaining member of the

before joining the Army Air Corps and

where he worked on the Gemini and

and the American Association of Teachers

constructionism and fiscal responsibility.”

during her long career in state politics, was defeated by Republican Paul LePage.

Junior League.

serving as a photo intelligence officer

Apollo space projects at NASA’s Ames

of Spanish and Portuguese.

Research Center until retiring in 1981.
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Church. After taking early retirement from
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with Two Oak Leaf Clusters Major Battle
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BUBBLY HELP FOR LAKE RESTORATION

Could it be some sort of Loch Nessian monster rising from the

Actually, the bubbles are by-products of the lake restoration plan

Scot Sherman, director of campus planning, says low oxygen levels

She succeeds Terry Branstad,
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and public health.

Women’s Forum.

At Meharry she had academic and administrative
oversight for three schools within the college, as well
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pher and aircraft parts inspector.

J. Bradley Fowler ’62, September 18,

Campbell Eugene Carroll ’56,

1,821 students and is the only private medical school

She goes to Des Moines from her position

schools for 22 years.

Franklin told the Des Moines Register, “There are
a lot of schools that really focus more on research. Not

B. Carroll Owenby ’56, September 8,

Human Development Council in Beaufort

Dunn, N.C. He was a Baptist minister in

County. In addition to his efforts in the

North Carolina for almost 50 years, after

Lowcountry, he worked as director of the

Other plans for improving the lake include dredging to help increase
water levels, adding rain gardens, and reducing the mowing of grass around
the lake’s shore.
A deeper lake will take longer to heat in the warmer months, slowing
the buildup of algae and bacteria. More rain gardens will help protect the
lake from fertilizers, oil runoff from roads, and other sediments, thus allowing water to flow into the lake more naturally.
Less frequent mowing of the lake shore serves much the same purpose, as higher grass helps filter surface runoff. Mowing less also reduces
emissions and costs associated with labor and fuel.
All these plans are part of ongoing efforts to restore the health
of the lake, and perhaps once again make it available for recreational use.
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County. In addition to his efforts in the

North Carolina for almost 50 years, after

Lowcountry, he worked as director of the

Other plans for improving the lake include dredging to help increase
water levels, adding rain gardens, and reducing the mowing of grass around
the lake’s shore.
A deeper lake will take longer to heat in the warmer months, slowing
the buildup of algae and bacteria. More rain gardens will help protect the
lake from fertilizers, oil runoff from roads, and other sediments, thus allowing water to flow into the lake more naturally.
Less frequent mowing of the lake shore serves much the same purpose, as higher grass helps filter surface runoff. Mowing less also reduces
emissions and costs associated with labor and fuel.
All these plans are part of ongoing efforts to restore the health
of the lake, and perhaps once again make it available for recreational use.
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POWER PLAYER: EDENS BUILDS ON ELECTRIC VEHICLE MOMENTUM ....................................................................................
STRATEGIC PLANNING INITIATIVE LAUNCHED
A WIDE-RANGING CONVERSATION involving virtually all Furman
constituencies has been under way since December as the university
prepares a new strategic plan.
Discussions with faculty, staff, students, parents, alumni, and community representatives will contribute to the development of a set of guiding
principles focusing on four themes: broad strategic directions to guide future
growth, institutional identity (including the university’s academic mission
and religious heritage), external relationships, and resource and programmatic allocations.
“Furman has a strong record of strategic planning, and the efforts
over the past decade have provided a detailed roadmap for the university’s
advancement,” says President Rod Smolla, who is chairing a 16-member
steering committee consisting of students, faculty, staff and senior adminis-

Harriet Lee Gibson ’67, November 1,

Kathy Lee Shell ’73, October 15,

BRIAN EDENS HAS ALWAYS BEEN FASCINATED

vehicles by major manufacturers. By 2012, there will be

Edens was installing his first charging station and had

Landrum, S.C. After completing her

Towson, Md. She taught for many years

by how things work. As a teen, he would pore over

more than 20 producers of electric vehicles. The Chevy

contracts for several more.

certification as a registered nurse in 1946,

at John Ruhrah Elementary School in

Popular Science magazine and build water wheels and

Volt, a plug-in hybrid, uses batteries for the first 40

she enrolled in the Army Nurse Corps.

Baltimore and held an Ed.D. degree in

generators with his dad, a fellow tinkerer. Even then,

miles after a charge, then has a gas-powered generator

simply for “tree-huggers.” He doesn’t classify himself

he knew that cars with the typical internal-combustion

that can kick in if needed. The Nissan Leaf, a pure bat-

as such, but he is an avid outdoorsman and thinks of

engines were problematic. “I didn’t think it was sus-

tery electric vehicle, is also gaining popularity.

himself as a conservationist. “I think resources were

She served as a registered nurse for more

education from Johns Hopkins University.

than 20 years before returning to school

Caren Gayle McDonald Archer ’77,

to obtain her bachelor’s degree. After-

August 30, Atlanta. She was employed as

ward she taught in Spartanburg District 1

a capital markets specialist at C&S/Nations

Schools for 20 years. She was a longtime

Bank in Atlanta for seven years and was

volunteer for Mobile Meals, founded the

a substitute teacher for five years at

“Great Friends” program at White Oak

various Henry County schools. She was

Manor, was involved in Landrum Friends

active in the Woodland High School

of the Library, and played an instrumental

Athletic Boosters Club and in Henry

role in establishing the Landrum Cemetery
Perpetual Care Association. In 2004 she
received the Landrum Chamber of

tainable long term, and this was before that word
became popular,” he says.
When General Motors came out with its first

“Every single Volt and Leaf made is already sold,”
Edens says.
He realized all the pieces of the puzzle were in

Edens points out that electric vehicles are not

put here for us to use, but we need to use them with
common sense,” he says.
While he appreciates the environmental benefits

electric vehicle, the EV1, in 1996, Edens followed

place but one. “In my opinion, the thing that will make

of electric vehicles, he also points to the significant

the story closely and saw how a combination of oil

electric vehicles feasible for people to drive is to have an

cost savings. He drives a low-speed vehicle, or LSV,

companies, car dealers and other vested interests —

available and reliable charging network,” he says. And

the 9.2 miles from his Greenville home to his down-

County community activities.

plus a general resistance to change — stopped

town office each day. Basically a street-legal golf

Ruth W. Brewster, M.S. ’82,

the project in its tracks.

cart, the LSV adds only a few minutes to his daily

September 18, Travelers Rest, S.C.

Edens, a 1994 Furman graduate, went on to

commute and doesn’t use a drop of gas. But he

trators. The committee is charged with gathering information and drafting

Commerce’s Citizen of the Year Award.

Judith Ann Ford Owen, M.A. ’82,

build a successful career in technology sales, but

the strategic plan, which is scheduled to be presented to the board of trust-

Donald A. Prewette ’67, October 26,

November 5, Travelers Rest, S.C. Judy

never lost his interest in the automotive industry

with gas. There is no need for oil, oil changes,

ees at its mid-April meeting.

Bellingham, Wash. After high school he

worked in quality control for Digital

and, in particular, the move toward electric power.

air filters, radiators, radiator fluid, or other aspects

entered the U.S. Naval School of Music in

Equipment Corporation and managed the

Now, he says, the time is right for electric vehicles

of car maintenance. All things considered, he says,

conduct our work in concert with that of existing divisions, departments

Washington, D.C. He went on to play in

ISO 9000 certification for Habisat Belting.

to take off, and he’s launched a company, Thurso

research shows that it costs about one-third less

and offices, and to chart a general course that will provide flexibility in

U.S. Navy bands for three years, having

Laura Ann Lewis Owens ’82, October

Power Systems, in anticipation of the surge.

to drive an electric vehicle.

meeting the challenges of a rapidly changing higher education and

the honor of playing “Taps” numerous

24, Atlanta. She was a partner in the

competitive landscape for Furman,” Smolla says.

times at Arlington National Cemetery.

Atlanta law firm of Alston & Bird, working

infrastructure for electric vehicles. The company

and played football for three years, says his college

He eventually became an ordained minister

in the products liability group, and was

opened an electric charging station in September

years prepared him well for his multifaceted

and was pastor of churches in South

recognized nationally for her expertise in

in Greenville’s West End — the first high-voltage

career. “A liberal arts education is invaluable in

Carolina and Georgia for 23 years before

drug and product liability. She served on

charging station in the state — and Edens is

anything,” he says, “but especially in something

retiring to Bellingham in 2004. Active

the American Bar Association’s products

working with a variety of clients, including

with the Boy Scouts, he also sang with the

liability committee and the organization’s

like this, in that there are a lot of different aspects

The Spinx Co., Bon Secours St. Francis Health

that come together — the technical side, com-

System, ScanSource and Mast General Store,

puters, social, the environment. Being able to

to add more. He’s also talking with companies

grasp different concepts is something a liberal

in surrounding states and has plans to be a

arts education is all about.”

“Our intention is to build on the initiatives already under way, to

The process will include open forums on campus, meetings with
alumni and community members, on-line submissions, and a general
survey, which was administered in January.

Thurso, based in Greenville, provides

Edens, who majored in economics at Furman

Drug Action Council in Greensboro, N.C.,

He traveled on numerous mission trips and

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus. He

subcommittees on pharmaceuticals,

and was associated with the Human/

was a soloist with various music groups,

was a life member of Inman (S.C.) Masonic

medical devices and consumer products.

Economic Appalachian Development

including the Singing Churchmen of South

Lodge No. 201, 32 Scottish Rite Masonry,

Prior to joining Alston & Bird, she worked

Corporation in Berea, Ky. He was also

Carolina. He was a charter member of the

Valley of Atlanta Orient of Georgia, and

at the King & Spalding firm.

active as a volunteer youth coach in the

Century Men, served as chaplain of Springs

Yaarab Shriners of Atlanta.

Pamela Hauer Wallace, M.A. ’84,

Charleston area.

Memorial Hospital, was a past president
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ing alternatives, and last spring’s oil spill in the Gulf

job and go out on my own during the worst economy
since the Great Depression,” he says with a laugh.
“She was my first sale on the idea.”

Calvary Baptist Church in Rock Hill and

was former band director of Dorman High

a science teacher and a drug abuse
counselor.

regional leader in the industry.

Although the market for EV charging is rife
with his background in sales and technology, plus his

with opportunity, Edens doesn’t plan to stick with just

time for the move toward electric and hybrid vehicles.

knowledge of electrical construction gleaned from

one aspect of the business. He recently signed a con-

First, the green movement has gone mainstream, and

summer jobs as a student, he knew he had the skill

tract to build a solar carport that’s tied to an in-home

more people are looking to reduce their environmental

set and drive to create a charging network.

EV charging station, and he’s learning more about

Edens says a variety of factors make this the right

was a U.S. Navy veteran of World War II.
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than 33 years and was also the church’s

D.C. North Lakes Sertoma Club named him

associate pastor and senior adult minister.

Man of the Year in 1975.

“So after a few sleepless nights, I got up the cour-

He lined up his former boss at Foxfire Software,

ion batteries allow electric vehicles to operate more

John Sterling, as an investor, and contacted consultants

efficiently than ever.

such as Joachim Taiber, a research professor of electrical

Automotive companies are taking notice, and
Edens says the 2011 model year includes 10 electric
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says the savings with electric vehicles only begin

other related technologies. “I’m not limiting myself
on where we can go with this,” he says.
— LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE

Visit http://thursopower.com to learn more.
The author, a 1994 graduate, is a freelance writer
in Simpsonville, S.C. Photos by Jeremy Fleming.

and computer engineering at Clemson University who
focuses on clean transportation. A few months later,
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POWER PLAYER: EDENS BUILDS ON ELECTRIC VEHICLE MOMENTUM ....................................................................................
STRATEGIC PLANNING INITIATIVE LAUNCHED
A WIDE-RANGING CONVERSATION involving virtually all Furman
constituencies has been under way since December as the university
prepares a new strategic plan.
Discussions with faculty, staff, students, parents, alumni, and community representatives will contribute to the development of a set of guiding
principles focusing on four themes: broad strategic directions to guide future
growth, institutional identity (including the university’s academic mission
and religious heritage), external relationships, and resource and programmatic allocations.
“Furman has a strong record of strategic planning, and the efforts
over the past decade have provided a detailed roadmap for the university’s
advancement,” says President Rod Smolla, who is chairing a 16-member
steering committee consisting of students, faculty, staff and senior adminis-
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Kathy Lee Shell ’73, October 15,
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vehicles by major manufacturers. By 2012, there will be
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She served as a registered nurse for more

education from Johns Hopkins University.

than 20 years before returning to school

Caren Gayle McDonald Archer ’77,

to obtain her bachelor’s degree. After-

August 30, Atlanta. She was employed as

ward she taught in Spartanburg District 1

a capital markets specialist at C&S/Nations

Schools for 20 years. She was a longtime

Bank in Atlanta for seven years and was

volunteer for Mobile Meals, founded the

a substitute teacher for five years at

“Great Friends” program at White Oak

various Henry County schools. She was

Manor, was involved in Landrum Friends

active in the Woodland High School
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Athletic Boosters Club and in Henry

role in establishing the Landrum Cemetery
Perpetual Care Association. In 2004 she
received the Landrum Chamber of

tainable long term, and this was before that word
became popular,” he says.
When General Motors came out with its first

“Every single Volt and Leaf made is already sold,”
Edens says.
He realized all the pieces of the puzzle were in
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September 18, Travelers Rest, S.C.
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the strategic plan, which is scheduled to be presented to the board of trust-

Donald A. Prewette ’67, October 26,

November 5, Travelers Rest, S.C. Judy

never lost his interest in the automotive industry

with gas. There is no need for oil, oil changes,

ees at its mid-April meeting.

Bellingham, Wash. After high school he

worked in quality control for Digital

and, in particular, the move toward electric power.
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Now, he says, the time is right for electric vehicles

of car maintenance. All things considered, he says,

conduct our work in concert with that of existing divisions, departments
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research shows that it costs about one-third less
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says the savings with electric vehicles only begin

other related technologies. “I’m not limiting myself
on where we can go with this,” he says.
— LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE

Visit http://thursopower.com to learn more.
The author, a 1994 graduate, is a freelance writer
in Simpsonville, S.C. Photos by Jeremy Fleming.
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