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leading CEO membership organization,

(www.southernfriedfrench.com), in which
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The sixth edition of Jerry Thomas’

as chair of a Vistage group in Charlotte.

she describes her family life in a 14th-

Brian Hesseltine recently became

textbook Research Methods in Physical

He is the author of three books and a

century château.

general manager of High Cotton

Activity, published by Human Kinetics, has

number of articles on such topics as

been released. It has been translated into

sales compensation, cost control, pricing,
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Linda McRae Hunter Westphal of

seven languages and is used by more than

creative problem-solving, and increasing

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

Charlotte, N.C., has been promoted to

70 percent of U.S. institutions, making

profitability.

Republican Bruce Williamson,

senior vice president at Bank of America

a businessman in Monroe, Ga., was

Merrill Lynch, where she has completed

it the most widely used book in the field
of kinesiology and exercise science. Jerry
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elected to the State House in November

18 years of service and is a senior change

is dean and professor in the College of
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as the representative for the 111th district.

consultant supporting the Global Banking

Education at the University of North Texas

Jim Duckett is the new town

in Denton.

administrator of Surfside Beach, S.C.

77

He worked previously as a warden for the

In September, financial services attorney
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S.C. Department of Corrections. He was

Scott Williams joined Rudy Wood &

Kim McCahan Batson earned her para-
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appointed a U.S. Probation Officer in 1975

Winstead in Nashville, Tenn., as a name

legal certificate from Meredith College in

David Roberts, who retired from

and remained in that capacity until 2000,

partner. The firm specializes in estate plan-

May 2010 and now works at Life Science

teaching at Samford University in 2002

when he was hired as assistant administra-

ning, real estate and transactional work.

Law in Chapel Hill, N.C. Holder of an

to move to Albany, Ga., where he served

Scott previously had been a partner at

MBA degree, she previously worked in

would like to see the university move back among

tor of the town of Lexington, S.C. He was

as a pastor for United Methodist churches

later promoted to administrator before

Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis.

retail management and spent 10 years

the national pacesetters.

and as a part-time hospital chaplain, has

leaving the position last April. He served

retired from those positions and now lives

as interim administrator in Williston before
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in the Athens, Ga., area.

going to Surfside Beach.

Lorie Morris received the 2010 Maryland

Tony Waters of Charleston, S.C., was

Fans of “American Pickers,” the History

Psychological Association Award for out-

the illustrator for two children’s books

Channel TV series about two men who

standing contributions by an early career

published in 2010: The Big Bat, a discovery

IT’S ALL ABOUT MAKING AND MAINTAINING CONNECTIONS .....................................................................................................
THE ALUMNI OFFICE spent

Because the majority of this magazine’s readers

Gifts don’t have to be designated for specific

much of the fall coordinating

are Furman alumni, most of us were on campus during

projects, either. Unrestricted donations allow Furman

events all over the country

what were arguably the most formative years of our

to use the contributions in areas of most urgent need.

to introduce President Rod

lives. We developed lifelong friends, and as time passes

Smolla to the Furman faithful.

we tend to appreciate more and more the memories

as a leader among liberal arts colleges in the percent-

He has been most generous

and experiences we created during our days at the

age of alumni who made annual gifts to their alma

with his time and genuinely

Harvard of the South.

mater. Those numbers have slipped slightly, and we

excited to have the opportu-

So how can we give back to an institution that

Restaurant in downtown Greenville.

Not that many years ago, Furman was recognized

66

and Markets Division.

nity to travel and meet alumni,

did so much for us? One way is through making

parents and friends of the university. I have heard noth-

annual gifts to Furman. Annual gifts help bridge the

By making your gift on-line, you can receive the

ing but positive comments from the large crowds that

gap between tuition and the actual cost to educate

Furman donor badge. Use it to show your dedication

have turned out to greet the new president.

a student for a year. Currently, a full year’s tuition

to Furman by posting it on your Facebook or Twitter

and fees of $38,088 (excluding room and board) cover

page. Doing so could help encourage others to follow

68

these events. Part of the reason, I believe, is that word

only about 70 percent of the actual cost of a Furman

your lead.

George Johnson of Columbia, S.C.,

travel the country looking for antique trea-

psychologist in service to the public. Earlier

book by Anne Jewell, executive director

of President Smolla’s genuine warmth and ability to

education. For anyone who receives scholarship aid,

retired last June after 32 years as vice

sures in junkyards, basements, small stores

in the year she was recognized for 25 years

of the Louisville Slugger Bat Museum,

connect with others is getting around, and is encour-

the gap is considerably wider.

president and corporate officer with

and other unlikely places, should watch for

of federal service with a Bronze Award for

and Sleep, Little Child, by musician and

BlueCross BlueShield. Among other

Bill Shull on a future episode. Bill, who

Excellence in Federal Career by the Federal

composer Marc Hoffman. Sleep, Little Child

WEBSITE NOTES

accomplishments, he created and headed

runs a hardware business in Newberry,

Executive Board of Maryland. She is a

is adapted from a lullaby written by

We hope you visit the Alumni Association website

the company’s foundation, which awards

S.C., received a visit from the show’s cast

staff psychologist in the Veterans Affairs

Hoffman and includes a CD featuring

(http://alumni.furman.edu) frequently, but in case you

grants to increase access to healthcare

and crew in November. They left with

Maryland Health Care System, where she

his readings and music, with additional

haven’t stopped by recently, we’ve added a few items

in South Carolina. He continues to work

more than $1,000 in merchandise — and

manages a residential unit for veterans

artwork from Tony.

to the page.

as an adjunct professor of journalism at

also talked with Bill about his father, who

with post-traumatic stress disorder and

the University of South Carolina.

earned a Nobel Prize in physics in 1994.

substance-related problems. She is also
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Bill has a replica of the Nobel medal in his

the coordinator of the system’s psychology
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store. The segment is scheduled to air

externship program, is a guest lecturer

Tim and Irmgard Dixon have relocated

In May, David T. Norman will become

this spring, but the date was not known

at the University of Maryland School of

to Greenville where he works for Fluor

chair of The Institute for Management

as the magazine went to press. Visit

Nursing, and provides outpatient mental

Corporation in the Government Group

Consultants USA. David is founder and

www.history.com/shows/american-pickers.

health services for veterans.

as a senior manager for prime contracts

And interestingly, I have seen many new faces at

aging folks to reconnect with Furman.
Many people have told me that President Smolla
has been hitting home runs with his comments at these
events, as he touches on such themes as civility, outreach and a commitment to recruiting and developing

Visit www.MyFurmanGift.com to make an
on-line gift.

You can help make up the difference. Annual
gifts go toward the operating needs of every department, program and activity at Furman.
You may designate your gift in a number of
ways: to honor a favorite faculty or staff member,

strong, well-rounded students. His attitude and energy

support a specific academic or extracurricular pro-

have also invigorated the environment on campus.

gram, fund internships, research projects or service

You can still submit class news, search for class-

learning efforts, or provide scholarship aid. A gift

mates and create an e-mail forwarding address. But

tegic planning process that will involve alumni, parents

to the Furman United program, for example, offers

you can also order a set of Furman pearls or a Furman

and friends. I feel certain you will be excited and

assistance to students whose ability to finance their

cycling jersey. You can even download the fight song

pleased about the results that will emerge from this

educations has been adversely affected by the recent

as your ring tone.

effort. Watch for news about it in the coming months.

economic downturn.

Under his direction, Furman has launched a stra-

You may be asked to help.

With the value of a dollar being stretched more

So check out the ever improving, ever expanding
Alumni Association website to see what’s new.

tightly than ever, it is becoming more difficult for some

— TOM TRIPLITT
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president of David Norman & Associates,

as a church secretary and administrator
in Wilmington and Chapel Hill.

and management. Tim retired as a colonel

a strategic consulting firm in Charlotte,
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from the U.S. Army in July 2010. The

N.C., that works with small and mid-sized

Lynn McBride, a retired regional editor

last assignment of his almost 30-year

companies, non-profits and government

with Better Homes & Gardens magazine,

career was as military deputy to the

WHY GIVE TO ALMA MATER?

students to remain at Furman. This is where annual

Everyone knows that the Alumni Office is all about

support really makes a difference. Today, thanks in

The author, a 1976 graduate, is director of the

agencies. An adjunct professor at Pfeiffer

lives in Burgundy, France, with her husband,

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army

keeping alumni connected to Furman. But let me talk

large part to the generosity of annual donors, more

Alumni Association.

University and at McColl School of Business

Ron Norton. She is a freelance travel and

for Procurement in the Pentagon in

about another way to remain connected — and to

than 75 percent of Furman students receive some sort

at Queens University, David also works

food writer and has a weekly subscription

Washington, D.C.

make a difference.

of financial aid.

with Vistage International, the world’s

blog called “Southern Fried French”
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