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Furmanalumni news
ALU M N I ACTIVITI ES

Furman Clubs:
Join the fun !

Greetings, gatherings and good times

This summer, Furman Clubs maintained the tradition

of welcoming incoming freshmen to Furman. Clubs

across the country, from Philadelphia to Savannah,

It you plan it, they will come.

held summer send-offs where alumni and parents

welcomed new students into the Fwman family. Current

When we hesitantly agreed to
be co-presidents of the Furman Club

students also got the glad hand from clubs in New

York and the Capital Area (Washington, D.C.), which

in the Triad (Winston-Salem/

hosted events for the students working in their areas.

Greensboro/High Point) of North

Other summer highlights included a dinner at

Carolina in 2001 , we didn't quite know

Discovery Place in Charlotte, N.C., with Furman 's

what to expect. During the six years
we had lived in Winston-Salem, there

First Couple, David and Susan Shi. Not only did

alumni have a chance to hear campus updates, but they

hadn't been an active club.
So, when we called the Alumni
Office to see if there was anything

has made it to every event we've
planned, and we can't thank them

planned in conjunction with the
Boston Pops performance here, we

enough. And with each event, we

somehow wound up agreeing to

have had the wonderful opportunity
to meet new people. We've realized

"help out" with activities. We later
received a letter thanking us for

just how many Furman folks there

becoming co-presidents of the Triad
Club! Not quite our original plan of

that they love Furman as much as
we do. (Well, almost as much!) The

action, but we accepted the challenge
nevertheless.

club has truly helped us stay con
nected with alma mater.

For our first official event, we
decided to have supper at a restau

The Triad Club is fortunate to
have members who represent the
many facets of Furman: alumni,

rant and then attend the Furman
basketball game at North Carolina

are in the Triad (more than 600) and

current students, "adopted" friends,

Greensboro. "If we can just have 1 0

parents, families and new freshmen.

people come, we'll be happy," was
our motto as we prepared for the

We compare notes on the football

gathering. The outlook was bleak at
first, but soon we began hearing from

food, renew acquaintances, offer

interested alums, students, parents

amazement over the SAT scores of

and friends. On the big day, we had

each new freshman class, and share

a crowd of 25 enjoying food, fellow

pride in our ties to such a special
school.

ship and Furman talk! We were off

team, reminisce about dining hall
advice about professors, express

to a great start.
So we began planning for more.

Even though we weren't looking
for a leadership position with the

A summer send-off for Furman

Triad Club, we are glad we took ad

freshmen from the area, a tour of the

vantage of the opportunity. So, when

Reynolda House led by Professor
Olof Sorensen, a program sponsored

your local Furman Club asks you to
get involved, don't hesitate.

by Career Services . . . our confidence

Just remember that you can help

grew with every successful event.

build a "field of dreams" in your city,

Even though it snowed for our event

too!

in January, iced in February and

- Bill and Vickie Bieksha Johnson

rained in April, we had at least 25
people each time, with some events
attracting more than 40.
Our Furman Club outings have
been successful because of the
people who attend. A core group

The authors are members of the
Class of '93. Under their leadership,
the Triad Club was named Furman
Club of the Year for 200 1-02.

also participated in hands-on exhibits and watched rats

play basketball. President Shi also visited alumni and
parents in Pittsburgh, Boston and the Triad area

(Winston-Salem, N.C.).

The Northeast Florida Club welcomed Harry

Shucker, vice president for student services, for

a barbecue dinner, and the Atlanta Club held its first

Furman coffeehouse and enjoyed performances from
talented alumni and students. Speaking of talented

alumni, the Atlanta and Capital Area clubs gathered

for Boston Pops concerts and receptions with the

orchestra 's conductor, Keith Lockhart ' 8 1 . Groups

in Nashville, Chicago and the Midlands and Upstate

of South Carolina enjoyed activities ranging from

baseball games to happy hours and summer picnics.

Furman Clubs are also set to kick into high gear

this fall. Watch for information on football tailgate

parties in Charleston, S.C. (October 1 8 vs. Citadel),

Statesboro, Ga. (November 8 vs. Georgia Southern)
and Chattanooga, Tenn. (November 22 vs. UT

Chattanooga). Furman professors will be on the road
this fall as well, visiting Furman Clubs in various

cities.

For more Furman Club news, call Melanie Krone

'94, associate director of the Alumni Association, at

1 -800-PURPLE3, or visit www.furman.edu/alumni/

index.htm.

Welcome Jane Dungan!

The Alumni Office has a new face behind the planning
of Homecoming, as Jane Dungan became associate

director for on-campus programs July 1 . She replaces

Jason Curtin - but you 're still likely to hear from him
on a regular basis. He has become associate director
of annual giving.

Jane, a graduate of Averett College in Danville,

Va. , holds a master's degree from the University of
Memphis. She has been at Furman for five years,

serving as associate director of major gifts and also

as associate director of admissions. Jason, a graduate
of Salisbury University in Maryland, holds a master's

degree from the University of South Carolina. He

worked at Furman as a graduate assistant in student

services before moving into the Alumni Office in 200 1 .

C LASS N OTES S U M M ER 2003

50

MARRIAGE: B . l . Epting and
Dorothy Walling Laird, April 5,
West Columbia, S.C. B.I., now
retired, was a Baptist minister
for 40 years. Dorothy is retired
from Allied Chemical.

54

The annual Furman Football
Players Association Golf
Tournament has been renamed
the Vince Perone Classic in
honor of the retired Greenville
restaurateur and former Paladin
football player who is a longtime
supporter of Furman athletics.

56

Next reunion in 2006

Rodolph '57 and May Frances
Ba i l ey Dixon, who retired in
1 998 after 3 1 years as missionaries to Peru, are Southern Baptist International Mission Board
speaker coordinators for the state
of South Carolina.

59

Next reunion in 2004

Dan Joyner, president of the
Prudential/C. Dan Joyner
Company in Greenville, has
been named National Prudential
Broker of the Year and has also
been inducted into the Prudential
Hall of Fame. • Anne McMillan
Purce l l retired this spring as
director of donor research at
Furman. She joined the university's development office
in 1 987 and also served as
director of annual giving.

60

Next reunion in 2005

Kenneth Varner has retired
from the Southern Baptist
International Mission Board
and now lives in Seneca, S.C.

61

Next reunion in 2006

Larry Ayers of Greenville has
opened Ayers Financial
Advisors, LLC, a financial plan-

ning finn . • Lester Hudson, Jr.,
who previously taught business
strategy in the Department of
Management at Clemson University, has joined the faculty
of the McColl Graduate School
of Business at Queens College
in Charlotte, N.C. He has been
appointed to the school's
Wayland Cato Chair of Leadership, effective September 1 .
• Gary Smoak has retired from
Newberry County, S.C., after
a 30-year career in county
government.

64

Next reunion in 2004
After many years i n newspaper
work, Robert Scott made
a career change to law enforcement and graduated from the
FBI National Academy. He
lives in Franklin, N.C., and
is executive officer of the
Western Carolina University
Police Department.

66

Next reunion in 2006

Lucy Carpenter Snead of
Chapin, S.C., has been promoted
to professor of mathematics at
Columbia College.

67

Next reunion in 2007
With nearly 30 years of experience in marketing communications, John Durst has become
vice president of C. C. Riggs,
a Columbia, S.C.-based advertising and marketing agency.
He previously served as director
of the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and
Tourism.

69

Next reunion in 2004

Angela B uzzett Shiflet, chair of
the computer science department
and professor of mathematics
and computer science at Wofford
College in Spartanburg, S.C.,
has been inducted into the

school 's chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa. She has authored five
college texts in computer science
and has received numerous
awards and recognitions.
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Next reunion in 2007

Anne Stod d a rt Gehrmann of
Somers, N.Y., is manager of
software quality assurance with
SBC Communications. • Renee
Connelly Jaeschke lives in
Bonn, Germany, where she is
a teacher and works as a translator. • Having retired from the
business world, Ron Livesay
of Kingsport, Tenn., now finds
time to participate in state and
national senior basketball
competitions.

73

This year is reunion!

Joyce Wilson Howard of
Marietta, Ga., works as a Web
designer. • After working as
a reporter for 1 5 years, John
Weatherford started his own
business in Georgia and operates
several different companies
under the umbrella of Weatherford Communications. He
produces radio and television
promotions, documentaries,
educational programs and
commercials.
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Next reunion in 2004

Eric Berg, who was one of the
forensic pathologists assigned
to the Dover (Del.) Air Force
Base Port Mortuary to examine
and identify body parts after the
Columbia space shuttle disaster,
remained at Dover to assist with
the American casualties from
the conflicts i n Iraq, Kuwait and
Afghanistan. His home base is
the U.S. Army Medical Corps
at Fort Campbell, Ky. • Janet
Hawkins of New York City is
chief marketing officer for T.D.
Waterhouse. • Jane H u rsey,
superintendent of Second Baptist
School in Houston, Texas, has

received the Educator of the Year
Award from the Texas Association of Baptist Schools. • Janet
Walker McDaniel of Cedartown,
Ga., was named Georgia Author
of the Year for 2002 in the
short story category for her
first book, By Train at Night.
She is the lifestyles editor of
The Cedartown Standard and
is working on several new fiction
and non-fiction projects.
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Next reunion in 2005

Dan Cathy of Fayetteville,
Ga., president and CEO of
Chick-fil-A, was the featured
speaker at Anderson (S.C.)
College 's graduation ceremonies
in May. • Brenda Pruitt, previously associate director of
education for the Atlanta Opera,
is now assistant director of education for the Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra. She also performs
with the orchestra's chorus and
Chamber Chorus and with the
Atlanta Singers. She is a staff
singer at the Cathedral of Saint
Philip.
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Next reunion in 2006

M i ke Garrett of Alexandria, Va.,
works as a civilian program
specialist with the U.S. Army
Evaluation Center. • Hologic,
Inc., a leading developer, manufacturer and supplier of medical
imaging systems dedicated to
serving the healthcare needs
of women, has named David
LaVance of Raleigh, N.C., to
its board of directors. In addition
to having a law degree, he has
a background in the life sciences
industry and is the founder of
Century Capital Associates, an
investment banking fum specializing in the biosciences. • Lynn
Du ckett M i l lwood of Dallas,
Texas, earned a Ph.D. in mathematical sciences in geology from
the University of Texas at
Arlington.
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78

This year is reunion!

Cynthia Huggins has been named
acting vice president for aca
demic affairs at the University
of Maine-Machias. An associ
ate professor of English, she is
one of only two Americans
appointed to the editorial board
of Bronte Studies, a journal
published by the Bronte Society
in Haworth, England. • Cecily
Nelms Jarvis is a vice president
with Merrill Lynch ' s private
client division in Stuart, Fla.
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Next reunion in 2004

laurie Cooley Bentley lives
in Tampa, Fla., and is a computer
teacher at The Cambridge
School. • Leigh Cou lter, a fman
cial planner for AXA Financial
Corporation in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., and a U.S. Army Reservist,
has been on active duty as com
manding officer of the 724th
Military Police Battalion sta
tioned in Arifjan, Kuwait. •
ADOPTION: Kevin and Edie
Moore McGee, a daughter,
Madeline An An McGee, born
in Qinzhou, Guangxi, China,
on February 22, 2002; adopted
April ! , 2003 . Edie is an attor
ney with the U.S. Merit Systems
Protection Board. They live in
Millersville, Md.
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Next reunion in 2005

Barbara Griffin of Holland,
Mich., has received Certified
Investment Management Ana
lyst designation through the
Investment Management
Consultants Association after
completing coursework at the
Wharton School of the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania. •
M i chael Mclain, president
and CEO of Aearo Co. of
Indianapolis, Ind., has been
elected vice chair of the board
of trustees of the International
Safety Equipment Association,
the leading trade association for
manufacturers of such equip
ment. • George Sing leton, who
teaches creative writing at the
South Carolina Governor's

Four elected to Alumni Association Board of Directors
The Alumni Association Board of Directors,
which represents the opinions, needs
and i nterests of alumni to the Furman
administration, will welcome four new
members to its ranks for 2003-04.
Elected earlier this summer to five
year terms in voting by the Alumni Associ
ation were William A. Lampley '41 of
Hendersonville, N.C., H. Furman Cantrell
'61 of Piedmont, S.C., Clare Folio Morris
'83 of Columbia, S.C., and J. Chris Brown
'89 of Greenville.
Because the balloting was so close this
year, and because there are still openings
for individuals to complete unexpired terms,
the executive committee of the board is
likely, in the near future, to invite one or
more of the other candidates in this year's
election to fill the open positions.
Among the newly elected members,
Bill Lampley is a retired surgeon who holds
a medical degree from the U niversity of
Maryland and did additional graduate work
at the U niversity of Pennsylvania. Active
in medical associations and the Kiwanis
Club, he is a three-time reunion chair for
the Class of '41 .
The aptly named Furman Cantrell
is director of m icrobiology (research and
development) for DAI ICHI Pharmaceuticals
and is a leading lecturer about healthcare
issues. He has served Furman as a head
agent and as chair of the Presidents
Club, and he is a former Class Agent
of the Year.
Clare Morris is communications director
and university liaison for the South Carolina
Department of Commerce. She was press
secretary and media aide to South Carolina
governor Mark Sanford '83 during his three
terms in Congress in the late 1 990s. She
chairs the 20th reunion committee for the
Class of '83 and is a longtime class agent.
Chris Brown, an attorney with Babb &
Brown, P.C., was named one of Greenville's
"Best and Brightest" for 2002 by Greenville
Magazine. Active in the You ng Alumni
Council and Paladin Club, he has been

Lampley

Cantrell

Morris

Brown

a class agent and serves as fraternity
advisor for Sigma Chi. In 2001 he was
named Student Organization Advisor of
the Year.
While the board is delighted to welcome
these new members, it must say goodbye
to five alumni who have completed their
terms and served the university well. We
extend special thanks to Bret Clark '88 of
Newberry, S.C., Julia Meeks Glenn '63 of
Vienna, Va. , Rebecca Pullin Kay '86 of
Mount Pleasant, S.C., Robert E. Poerschke
'41 of Wake Forest, N.C., and Ronald L.
Walker '84 of Lexington, Ky., for volunteering
their time and talents for the betterment of
alma mater.
We extend our thanks as well to
everyone who took the time to cast their
ballot. Through direct election , you help
to choose an active and energetic board
that consistently does a great job of pro
moting the Furman message.
- Pam Underwood Thomason '76
President, Alumni Association

School for the Arts and Humani
ties in Greenville and recently
published two critically
acclaimed books of short stories,
was elected an alumni member
of Furman 's Gamma chapter
of Phi Beta Kappa this spring.

history at the University of
Kansas. • BIRTH: Jeff and
Kelly Wells Hartlieb, a son,
August Tagen, January 1 2,
Orlando, Fla.

81

Next reunion in 2004

Next reunion in 2006

Ken Vilcheck, formerly with the
Smith Barney consulting group
in Greenville, has joined with
a colleague to form Hamilton
Joseph Investment Consulting
of Wachovia Securities. The
company provides financial
advice and professional services
to institutional investors, foun
dations, endowments and indi
viduals with retirement plan
needs.
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Next reunion in 2007

Cara Jo Drymon has accepted
a position with Columbia
Theological Seminary in
Decatur, Ga., and is working
in advancement services and
operations. • M ichael Phillips
joined the Bower-Rodgers
Children 's Home in Greenwood,
S.C., in April as its new execu
tive director. He has previously
worked in county government
and been a sheriff's deputy and
an emergency preparedness
director. • BIRTH: Steve and
Cindy Riley, a daughter, Sophia
Elizabeth, July 22, 2002, Atlanta.
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This year is reunion!

Lt. Col. Chris Ba l lard was
scheduled to assume command
of the 3 1 2th Military Intelligence
Battalion, 1 st Cavalry Division,
at Fort Hood, Texas, in June.
• Lisa Sitton B u rleson of
Lawrenceville, Ga., has become
coordinator of curriculum
development and instructional
support for Gwinnett County

Public Schools. • Mike Stewart
planned to retire this summer
after 20 years in the U.S. Army.
His most recent assignment has
been teaching at the Command
and General Staff College at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan. He is also
studying for his doctorate in

84

Alston DeVenny has been elected
vice chair of the Lancaster (S.C.)
County Council. • Deedy
Welborn Francis is an instructor
of music at Anderson (S.C.)
College. She also conducts the
Greater Anderson Musical Arts
Consortium Girl Choir and is
director of music at Central
Presbyterian Church. • Steve
Harmon of Lilburn, Ga., is an
associate professor and director
of educational technology at
Georgia State University. He
has also been doing project work
in sub-Saharan Africa, mainly
in Botswana. • Kelly Connor
Piepho is a substitute teacher
in the Greenville County School
System. She is founder of the
Saroya String Quartet and plays
cello in the Hendersonville
(N.C.) Symphony and in Green
ville's Foothills Philharmonic.
• MARRIAGE: Melody Parker
and Roger McGregor, Novem
ber 22. Melody works in the
Cincinnati, Ohio, public schools,
and Roger is a church musician.
• BffiTHS: George (M.A. '95)
and Cathleen Finnigan M a rtin,
a son, Daniel Parham, July 27,
2002, Pickens, S.C.
• Phi l i p and Tammy M oore,
a daughter, Ansley Gena, June
1 9, 2002, Rome, Ga.
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Next reunion in 2006

B l a i r Bass of Charlotte, N.C.,
is vice president of SBI and
Company. • Randy Blank
began pastoral duties in March
at Bethel B aptist Church in
Greenville. He previously
served churches in Easley, S.C.,
and Anderson, S.C. • Daniel
Mueller o f Seattle, Wash., has
retired from the practice of law
and is now a documentary
filmmaker with Planet at Work
Productions. • Ke lly O ' leary
is general manager of B ayridge
Residence and Cultural Center,

a not-for-profit university
residence for women in Boston,
Mass. • Eric S e m m e l m e i e r
o f Hicksville, N.Y., is district
sales manager for Schering
Plough. • Greg Wood, principal
of Wellford Elementary School
in Spartanburg School District
5, has been named South
Carolina's National Distin
guished Principal for elementary
schools and represented the state
in the National Distinguished
Principal Program . • BIRTH:
Jeff and Janet ledbetter Fosse II,
a daughter, Claire Elizabeth,
April 1 1 , West Des Moines,
Iowa.

87

Next reunion in 2007

Jerry Cha p m a n of Mount Airy,
N.C., has released a solo CD
titled "Rumors of My Death."
He performs throughout the
country as a solo act and as
part of the musical group Life
in General. To learn more,
visit his Web site at www.
jerry-chapman.com. • Grace
Saunders Mehrizi is head tennis
professional at the Boca Pointe
Country Club in Boca Raton,
Fla. • John Mensch is director

of consumer insights with Dr
Pepper/Seven-Up, Inc., in Plano,
Texas. • BIRTH: Stephen and
Irene Jones Barton, a son,
Alexander, September 24,
Marietta, Ga.

88

This year is reunion!

N o rah S m ith Kro l lives in
Newberry, Fla., and works as
a part-time optometrist with
Gainesville Family Eyecare.
• Paul and Sarah Burden '90
lang live in Greenville, N.C.,
where he is pastor of Peace
Presbyterian Church and she
teaches violin and performs with
local groups. • BffiTH: Jeffrey
and Kel ley Batson Addison,
a son, Brycen, February 1 9,
Ellicott City, Md.

89

Next reunion in 2004
In May, mezzo-soprano
E l izabeth Bishop starred as
Offred in the Minnesota Opera's
North American debut of Poul
Ruder's The Handmaid 's Tale,
based on the Margaret Atwood
novel of the same name. She
also recently performed at the

Class notes policy
Because of the large number of subm issions and clippings
Furman receives for the magazine's class notes section and
the amount of time it takes to review, compile and edit
so much information, news items frequently are not published
until five or six months after they are submitted.

Furman magazine does not publish dated items

(anything more than 18 months old at time of publication)
or engagem ent announcements. B i rth and marriage

announcements for alumni couples who graduated in different
years are included under the earliest graduation date (except
if requested otherwise); they are not listed under both
classes. We ask that you include your spouse's or child's
name and the date and city where the birth or marriage
occurred.
Send news to Marketing and Public Relations, Furman
University, 3300 Poinsett Highway, Greenville, S.C. 29613,
or e-mail to alumni@furman.edu. Selected items submitted
to the on-line registry at furman.edu/a lum ni/index.hlm are
also included in class notes.
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Metropolitan Opera in New York
in Nabucco and Dialogues des
Carmelites. • M a rk Eckels, an
attorney i n Jacksonville, Fla.,
has been certified by the Florida
bar in the field of workers'
compensation. Having completed Ironman competitions
in Florida and Brazil, he planned
to take part in the Ironman
Germany competition this
summer. • George Nelson
Ridings of Richmond, Ky., is
president of Ridings Insurance
and Financial Services, LTD.
• MARRIAGE: Alicia Roper
and Jeff Korich, November 2.
They live in Norcross, Ga.,
where Jeff is a business consultant for CD Group. Alicia is
a business analyst for Ceridian
Corporation. • BffiTHS: Jason
and Liz Wooten Antaya, a son,
Adam Nathaniel, October 25,
Park City, Utah. • larry and
Mona Higg ins, a daughter, Adair,
February 1 3 , 2002. Larry is the
legal counsel for Kanawha
Insurance, Kanawha Health Care
Solutions and Kanawha Marketing Group in Lancaster, S.C.
Matt ' 9 1 and Gwinn Earle
Kneeland, a son, Herbert Earle,
March 29, Nashville, Tenn. •
Eric and Stacie Reed, a son,
Luke Pemberton, December 1 7,
Houston, Texas. • Vic and Gina
Shropshire Spangler, a daughter,
Sophia Harper, October 24,
Winston-Salem, N.C.
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Next reunion in 2005

Chad Fetzer is an associate
pastor for youth and education
at Northwest B aptist Church
in Ardmore, Okla. •
MARRIAGE: Wendy Bass
and Jeff Holub, April 5. They
live in Danville, Calif. She has
received a master's degree in
health administration, and he
is creative services director for
KICU-TV. . BIRTHS: Chris
and Tra cey Meredith Edwards,
twins, Dominic and Meredith,
May 4. Tracey has been a fourth
grade teacher in West Windsor,
N.J. • Adam and Linda Ratcliffe

F u l l e r, a son, Austin James,
March 29, 2002, Atlanta. •
Patrick and Jennifer Prater,
38

a daughter, Sara Lynn, September 25, Boca Raton, Fla. • Vinod
and Jane Catherine Thoura n i ,
a son, Keegan Vinod, February
26, Norcross, Ga. Vinod is
a fellow in cardiothoracic surgery at the Emory University
School of Medicine. • Mark and
Sallee Weston, a daughter,
Madelyn Ruth, June 1 0, 2002,
Columbia, S.C.
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Next reunion in 2006

Rhett Baughan has been named
manager of global distributors
with INVESCO Continental
Europe and has moved from
Belgium to Paris. • Ja mes
Downs of Charlotte, N.C., is
recipient of the 2002 Charlotte
Region Commercial B oard of
Realtors Top Commercial
Broker Award in retail development. Currently regional
director of leasing for Ron us
Properties, LLC, which owns,
operates and develops shopping
centers through the southeastern
United States, he was recently
appointed by the International
Council of Shopping Centers
to serve a third term as the trade
organization's North Carolina
operations chair. • BIRTHS:
Paul '93 and Carol Ann Zuppa
Good, a daughter, Ann-Grayson
Ellison, January 30, Greenville.
• Timothy and Dawn Vorel,
a son, John James Ill, March 23,
Rincon, Ga. Timothy is a fmancial associate with Thriven!
Financial for Lutherans. •

J.W. and Ta m i Merr i l l Waters,
a daughter, Brayden Grace, April
1 8 , West Columbia, S.C.
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Next reunion in 2007

Kevin and Lisha Bridges Burnett
live in Boise, Idaho, where she
is public and media relations
director for Blue Cross of Idaho
and he is the executive director
of the Downtown Boise Association. • Asa and Dana love
Peek have moved to Cedartown,
Ga. He has joined the NW
Medical Clinic in Rome, Ga.
• Garland Pierce has been
named associate director for

the Education and Leadership
Ministries Commission
(ELMC) of the National Council
of Churches. An ordained
Itinerant Elder in the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, he
will help administer the 1 5
programs under the direction of
the ELMC. He is also pursuing
a doctorate at Claremont (Calif.)
Graduate University School of
Religion . • MARRIAGE:
R i ck Owens and Angela
Stephens, December, Charlotte,
N.C. Rick, a middle school
band director in Charlotte
Mecklenburg Schools, also
plays in the University of North
Carolina-Charlotte community
band. Angela is an interior
design instructor at Central
Piedmont Community College.
• BIRTHS: Jeff and leigh
Jones '95 Boteler, a daughter,
Sarah Ashley, September 23,
Greer, S.C. • Kevin and Sheri
Olson Brotherton, a daughter,
Haley Alexandra, April 22,
2002, St. Louis, Mo. • Brian

and Jamie Case, a daughter,
Ruth Ann, April 6, Chattanooga,
Tenn. • Thomas '94 and Joi
E l izabeth N i es Peake, a
daughter, Amanda Rae, April
1 3 , Burlington, N.C. • Andrew
and E m i ly Mitch e l l Peters, a
daughter, Stella Reeves, March
9, Decatur, Ga.

93

This year is reunion!

John Johnson lives in Honolulu,
Hawaii, and works as an Internet
analyst with Amagata U.S.A.,
Inc. • Ivan and Sharon
Satterfi eld '94 Pegram have
moved to Los Alamos, N.M.,
where he is an electrical
engineer with Bechtel Nevada's
Los Alamos operations division.
• Scott Christopher Purinton
has earned his medical degree
from the University of Miami
School of Medicine and is in
residency training in obstetrics
and gynecology at Johns
Hopkins Hospital. • Ke l ly
Summerlin is a lead developer
with Tetradata, Inc., in Greenville. • Ron Wa gner is sports
editor at the Hendersonville

(N.C.) Times-News. In recent
months he has received a Chair
man's Award from the New York
Times for outstanding work at
one of the company 's news
papers, a second-place award
from the Carolinas Golf
Reporters Association and
a third-place award from the
North Carolina Press Associa
tion for sports columns. •
MARRIAGES: laura Cutchin
and Michael Herring, November
9. They live in Flowery Branch,
Ga. • Anna Maria Maxwe l l and
James David Cowart, April 26.
She is an attorney with Womble
Carlyle Sandridge & Rice,
PLLC, in Greenville, and he
is a physician at Greer Obstetrics
& Gynecology. • BIRTHS:

Pamela Underwood Thomason '76,
president; James H. Simkins, Jr. '78,
president elect; Steven B. Smith '83,
vice president; George E. Linney '65,
past president; Rebecca Hood Becherer
'89; Randolph Williams Blackwell 63 ;
'

J. Chris Brown '89; Rosalie Manly Burnett
'49; H. Furman Cantrell '61 ; John R.
Cassady '62; Diane Maroney Estridge '66;
Brian H. Fenn '91 ; Joe E. Gentry '53;
Hal E. Henderson '92; Catherine Hunter
Hightower '55; Elizabeth Jean Howard '81 ;
George L. Johnson '68; William A. Lampley

'41 ; Charles W. Linder '59; Donald H .
Lindsey '54; Clare Folio Morris '83;
J . David Nelson '61 ; Paul B. Nix, Jr. '77;
James G. Revels, Jr. '62; Jenna C.
Robinson '74; Ginger Malone Sauls '75;
David M. Schilli '85; Catherine Rakestraw
Smith '92; Mickey Arthur Walker '55; Davin
K. Welter '89; Harriet Arnold Wilburn '74.
Ex-Officio and Other Members: David
E. Shi '73, president; Donald J. Lineback,
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt
'76, director of Alumni Association; Jane
Dungan, associate director of Alumni
Association; Melanie Krone '94, associate
director of Alumni Association; Matthew
Miller '99, president, Young Alumni Council;
Sheana Cavitt '04, president, Student
Alumni Council; Patrick Kerley '04,
president, Association of Furman Students;
Taylor Pierce '04, president, Senior Class.

Johnnie and Tanya H a l l ,
a daughter, Claire, January 2 5 ,
Atlanta. Johnnie has taken
a new position as the student
pastor at Stonecreek Church
in Alpharetta, Ga. • Martin and
Amanda Rooney, a daughter,
Sofia Elena, October 1 9, Fair
Lawn, N.J.

94

Next reunion in 2004

Thomas Cason has been named
head cross country and track and
field coach at Brevard (N.C.)
College. • Stephanie Dawn
Johnson recently completed her
third national tour with the San
Francisco Opera, performing
Mimi in Puccini 's La Boheme.
This spring she was a semi
finalist in the Metropolitan
Opera National Council
Auditions. • Tim and Daphne
Pierce live in Mount Pleasant,
S.C. He is an orthodontist. •
Vince Roche is a developer with
Lendingtree.com in Charlotte,
N.C. • M a rk Souther has
accepted a position as assistant
professor of history at Cleveland
(Ohio) State University. He
recently completed a one-year
appointment as an adjunct
instructor at Tulane University
in New Orleans, La. •
MARRIAGES: Christopher
Steinhaus and Courtney Jeanette
B arrier, November 1 1 , New
Orleans, La. • Susie Teate and
Matthew Geyer, March 27. She
is accounts payable manager
in the Georgia division of Mayer
Electric Supply Co., Inc.,
and has also started a small
photography business. They live
in Lawrenceville, Ga. • W i l l
Waring and Molly Ann Grant,
September 2 1 . Will plans to
enter law school this fall and
Molly is pursuing a master's
degree in accountancy. •
BIRTHS: West '95 and
Suza nne Good let Breed love,
a daughter, Martha Abigail,
September 1 7 . West is director
of worship and music at Cedar
Springs Presbyterian Church in
Knoxville, Tenn. • Jeff and
Stacy W i l l i a m s '95 Fuson,
a daughter, Alexis Lee, Decem
ber 23, Kennesaw, Ga. • Brian

SPONSOR HOTELS
AMERISUITES*

864.232. 3000

CROWNE PLAZA

864.297.6300

$ 69
$ 75

HAMPTON INN*
CONGAREE RD.

864.288 . 1 200

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS*
DOWNTOWN

864.678. 8000

HYATT REGENCY

864.235 . 1 234

$ 62

$ 89
$ 95

RAMADA INN DOWNTOWN

864.678.7800

WESTIN POINSETT

864.42 1 .9700

$ 68

$ 1 09

*complimwtary breakfast

O ctob er 24-26
FRIDAY O c on � 24

HORSEPLAY

ALUMNI GOLF
ALUMNI ART SHOW

PEP RALLY

CARNIVAL ON THE MALL

FIREWORKS

REUNION D ROP-INS
SATURDAY 0<

0

� 2�

ALUMNI B REAKFAST

LUNCH O N THE LAWN

DEPARTMENT DROP-INS

PARADE

GOLDEN PALADIN D ROP-IN

F OOTBALL vs. ETSU

D OWNTOWN BLOCK PARTY

REUNION BANQUETS

S UNDAY ( C I )H

, 2l

WORSHIP SERVICE

ALUMNI RECITAL

. [ F U RM A N
Visit on-line at: www.furman.edu/alumni.
e-mail: alumni@furman.edu Call: 1 . 800.787.7533

and Lori Green, a daughter,
Lauren Elizabeth, May 1 4,
Columbia, Mo. • Scott and
Sharyn Moore, a daughter,
Autumn Hartwell Emory Moore,
February 20, Clemson, S.C.
Scott is in the U.S. Army. •

David and Kami Preston, a son,
Reid Sutton, January 3 1 , John
son City, Tenn. • Bradley and

Lila Anna Sau ls, a son, Colin
Charles, April 23, Columbia,
S.C. • Preston and Beth
Clinkscales Scott, a son, William
Kiser, November 1 4, Simpson
ville, S.C.
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Greg Campbell, formerly coor-

dinator of mass and electronic
communications and events for
the Furman Fund, has become
associate director of AID Upstate
in Greenville, a service organi
zation addressing the needs of
those living with HIV in
Anderson, Greenville, Oconee
and Pickens counties of South
Carolina. • Steve H u nt of
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Clarification

Baptist Historical Collection still at Furman

The article in the winter issue of Furman

• Manuscripts of state Baptist leaders

announcing that the university will no longer

such as Richard Furman, James C. Furman,

receive funding from the South Carolina

William B. Johnson and Basil Manly, Jr.
• All books, including official publi

Baptist Convention to support the university's
Baptist Historical Collection has apparently

cations such as convention annuals and Baptist

caused some misunderstandings.
To clarify: While the collection will no

association minutes.
• All church records on microfilm.

longer have convention support, most of the

• All biographical files.

historic documents pertaining to B aptist life
in the state will remain in the James B. Duke

• All files on churches.
• All photographs.
In short, Furman remains the place

Library archives. Because Furman no longer
serves as the archives for the convention, the

to visit for anyone interested in the history

papers of individuals employed by the

of Baptists in South Carolina. Researchers

convention or by the General Board are being

should visit the Baptist Building in Columbia

returned to the Baptist Building in Columbia.

if they're interested in examining the papers

According to J. Glen Clayton, special col

of the former executive secretary-treasurers

lections librarian and archivist, these papers

of the South Carolina Baptist Convention.
For more information, call Furman

represent only a small part of the collection.
All other materials in the collection will

or e-mail glen.clayton@furman.edu.

remain at Furman, including:

Englewood, Colo., finished
a master's degree in operations
research just before taking
command of the 5th Battalion,
1 9th Special Forces National
Guard Group (Airborne) and
being deployed to Afghanistan
in September 2002 in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom.
His wife, Heather Va nde Brake
'96 Hunt, is an executive assist
ant at Cherry Creek Mortgage
in Englewood. She recently ran
a 2:52 marathon at the Women's
National Championships in St.
Louis, Mo. • Eric light has
joined Adler Law Firm in
Tampa, Fla., where he practices
in the area of trusts and estates,
taxation, corporate law and
probate. • Jeff Montg omery
of Athens, Ga., is a public
information media analyst for
the Athens-Clarke County
Unified Government. He also
runs AthensMusic.net, a Web
site devoted to the Athens music
scene, and runs promotions for
AthFest, an annual summer
music and arts festival. •
MARRIAGE: Stacy Guy and
Robyn Bennett, April 26. They
live in Cumming, Ga., and are
both employed as staff engineers
40

Special Collections at (864) 294- 2 1 94,

with Thoughtmill-American
Systems Corporation, a software
company. • BIRTHS: Robert
Craig, Jr., and Laurie Haynes
Burl ington, a son, Robert Craig
III, September 1 9, 2002. They
live in East Point, Ga., and
Laurie is a singer/ designer.
• Michael and Amy Martin '96
Garcia, a son, Joseph Michael,
March 26. Michael is a senior
communication consultant with
Buck Consultants in Atlanta. •
Jim and Arne Reid Lustig, a
daughter, Claire Elizabeth, June
2 1 , 2002, Anderson, S.C. Arne
is a systems analyst with Met
Life and Jim is an engineer for
Bosch. • Brent Roberts and
Lyd i a Pettigrew, a daughter,
Twyla Prue Roberts, March 16,
Greenville.
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Steven Burzinski is a student
at South Texas College of Law
in Houston. • Tod d Hag ins has
been clerking for the Honorable
E. C. Burnett ill, associate justice
of the South Carolina Supreme
Court, in Columbia. • Travis
Kleckley graduated from the

Medical University of South
Carolina with master's degrees
in health administration and
in health sciences with an
emphasis in health information
administration. He is currently
in a one-year residency program
at the Veterans Administration
Hospital in Charleston, S.C.
• David S i nc l a i r has stepped
down as head boys and girls
soccer coach at Lakeview
Academy to pursue a career
in real estate. He has joined
his father in Sinclair and
Associates based in Marietta,
Ga . • MARRIAGE: E m i ly
Louise Ka ufman and Stephen
Francis Thomas, March 22.
She is a first grade teacher at
Monaview Elementary School
in Greenville and he works
in computer sales at Synnex.
• BIRTHS: Mark and Anne
Kelly '97 Adams, a daughter,
Elizabeth Katherine, April 23,
Greenville. • David and
M e l i nda Smith '97 Davidson,
a son, Tyler Speer, April 24,
Greenville. Melinda works for
the City of Greenville and David
is working full time and also
studying for his M.B.A. degree.
• David and Janelle Gelaude,

a daughter, Anna Grace, Decem
ber 1 4. David is finance man
ager for the Fluor Corporation
in Houston, Texas. • Fra n k
and Amy L e m o n d , a daughter,
Madison Riley, March 25,
Alpharetta, Ga. Frank is in law
school at Georgia State Univer
sity. • Bryan and Jenny Bernard
Starks, a son, James Thomas
Bennett Starks, August 5, 2002,
Columbia, S.C. • Patrick and
Andrea Campbell Vernon,
a daughter, Amelia Maryn,
May 1 3 , Orlando, Fla.
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Ashley Barr Causey is a teacher
at Berea Middle School in
Greenville. She became
a National Board Certified
Teacher last year and was named
Teacher of the Year for 200203 . • D u Bose and Nancy
Egleston live in Charleston, S.C.,
where he is director of tech
nology at Porter-Gaud School
and she teaches second grade
at Sea Island Academy. • In
April John Scott Gray defended
his dissertation, "The Principle
of Justice as Fairness and the
Permissibility of Same-Sex
Marriage," at Southern Illinois
University. He teaches philoso
phy courses at Southeastern
Illinois College in Carbondale.
• Marianna Ertter Holloman
and her husband, Jeremy, have
returned to the States from
Honduras. At the end of their
furlough they will return to the
mission field. • Attorney
W i l l i a m Moorhead has joined
the Greenville office of the South
Carolina Department of Health
and Environmental Control. His
position is emergency prepared
ness manager, and he is involved
in epidemiology, bioterrorism
response and other emergency
preparedness activities. •
Having recently graduated from
medical school, Bart Petri n i
chose radiology a s his specialty
and will carry out his intern year
of residency at John Peter Smith
Hospital System in Fort Worth,
Texas. He will complete his
radiology training at the Uni
versity of Texas Medical Branch.

• Kevin (M.A.) and Sarah
Couch Piland live in Rabun
County, Ga., where he co-owns
a rehabilitation clinic. Sarah
recently graduated from nursing
school and will work in the
pediatric intensive care unit of
Children 's Healthcare of Atlanta.
• Gina Terry of Canyon, Texas,
is pursuing her graduate degree
in mathematics and working as
a teaching assistant at West
Texas A&M University. • Brian
Viscusi of Holland, Pa., a senior
actuarial analyst at American
Reinsurance Group, has been
named a Fellow of the Casualty
Actuarial Society (CAS). He
was awarded the designation by
successfully completing a series
of examinations administered
by CAS. He also completed the
required CAS Course on
Professionalism. His wife,
Jennifer Pittman '98 Viscusi,
is an optometrist at Drs. Eyecare
Center. • While continuing in
her job as executive director for
the Eagle Forum, Lori Cole
Waters of Ashburn, Va., has
decided to run for the local board
of supervisors in November. •
MARRIAGES: Mel issa Kerry
Filer and Ross Hebb Hughes,
March I . They live in Simpsonville, S.C., where Ross is a
supervisor at Cryovac. Melissa
is employed at Christ Church
Episcopal School. • Lori Ann
Mu llen (M.A.) and James
Anthony Larsen, March 1 . They
live in Greenville, where she
is director of instructional technology with the county school
district and he is equipment
planning engineer at New South
Communications. • James
Pattillo and Amy Coe, March 1 .
He is an attorney in Birmingham, Ala., and she is on the staff
of Briarwood Presbyterian
Church as coordinator of the
single women's ministry. •
Joshua Trevi n o and Michelle
Liles, April 6, 2002. They live
in Arlington, Va. Josh has
moved from speechwriting for
Secretary of Health and Human
Services Tommy Thompson
to working as his international
communications coordinator.
• BIRTHS: Kevin and Andrea

van Reenen Powe l l , a daughter,
Avery Brooke, March 20,
Birmingham, Ala. • Matt and
R o lyn Quattl ebaum R o l lins,
a son, John Mattheson, April 4,
Greenville, S.C. • Christopher
and Nina Kessinger Root, a
daughter, Emilyn Mae, January
1 1 , Lake Worth, Fla.
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Peyton Burke has been promoted
to senior account manager by
the Leslie Agency, an integrated
marketing communications firm
in Greenville. • Audrey Dodson
is corporate sales manager with
the Westin Poinsett Hotel in
Greenville. • Paige Henson
of Tallahassee, Fla., is employed
by Computer Tutors as a Microsoft instructor. • Benj a m i n
Hutchens II is director of music
at St. Andrew's Episcopal
Church in Greensboro, N.C., and
is working on his D.M.A. degree
in choral conducting at the
University of North CarolinaGreensboro. • Amanda MacKee
of Tallahassee, Fla., is a development representative for the
state's Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
She is coordinating a national
marketing campaign to promote
aquarium ownership. • laura
Scholz has become the public
relations coordinator for the
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. •
Tracy Steen recently completed
her Ph.D. in clinical psychology
from the University of Michigan
and is doing postdoctoral work
at the University of Pennsylvania. • Melissa Ware Stutts lives
in Herndon, Va., and is in a postgraduate training program with
Eli Lilly and Company. She is
working in U.S. Regulatory
Affairs as liaison to the Food
and Drug Administration. •
J i m loth of Knightstown, Ind.,
has begun work as a medicinal
organic chemist in the neuroscience group with Eli Lilly and
Company. • Ryan and Wendy
Bennis '99 Westberry were staff
members for this summer 's band
and orchestra camp at Furman.
Ryan received his graduate
degree from the University

of South Carolina in May and
plans to teach at Busbee Middle
School in West Columbia, S.C.
• Jenn ifer Einhorn Zachry of
Broomfield, Colo., is associate
director of Seeking Common
Ground, a non-profit organization that works to build peaceful communities throughout the
world. She is scheduled to
complete her master 's degree
this summer. • MARRIAGES:
Stewart Caudill Austin and Amy
Elizabeth Thompson, March 22.
They live in Travelers Rest, S.C.
• Ke l l i e Renee Edwards and
Matthew Staats lorish '00, April
26. Both are employed by
Campus Outreach, a collegiate
ministry of Greenville's Mitchell
Road Presbyterian Church. •
Stephen Zachary Hearne, Jr. ,
and Rachel Melinda Bradshaw,
May 1 0 , Chapin, S.C. Stephen
is employed by First Citizens
Bank and Rachel is a benefit
counselor with Palmetto Health.
• And rew Howard and lee
Meredith Stone, February I .
They live in Atlanta, where he
is an associate in the law firm
of Alston & Bird. She is associate director of bands at Salem
High School. • Daniel Martz
and Ta ra Charles '00, August
3 1 , 2002. They live in Marietta,
Ga. • E l izabeth-Ashley Phil l ips
and Matthew James Severance,
April 5. They live in Westchester, N.Y. She is employed
by Eli Lilly and Company and
he is COO and executive vice
president of Lawance Hospital.
• BIRTHS : Jason and Kate
Cha m b less McMullan, a daughter, Lillian Ruth, December 1 2,
Johns Island, S.C. Kate is technical director for the College of
Charleston theatre department
and Jason is a fourth-year medical student. • Ryan and Heather
Barton '99 Thompson, a son,
Benjamin Barton Thompson,
October 1 4, Charleston, S.C.
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Sara Doggett is assistant choral
director at Northwestern High
School in Rock Hill, S.C., and

is attending Winthrop University
in pursuit of a master's degree
in choral conducting. • Jennifer
Doherty has moved from
London to Arlington, Va. , and
is working as an investment
funds officer with the Overseas
Private Investment Corporation.
• Brian G i l l lives in Lubbock,
Texas, and is an orthopaedic
surgery resident at Texas Tech
University. • Amy Gordon of
Louisville, Ky., is a forensic
scientist with the Kentucky State
Police Forensic Labs. • Tyler
M i l l iken lives on Hilton Head
Island, S.C., and is now working
at the International Junior Golf
Academy. • Matt Myers of
Charlotte, N.C., is employed
by Nextel Communications
and planned to start the Master
of Health Administration program at the University of North
Carolina-Charlotte this summer.
• After graduating from the
University of Virginia School
of Law, Stacey Rose planned
to begin working with the
Washington, D.C., law firm
of Ross, Dixon & Bell. •
MARRIAGES: Beth Batten
and Andy Crocker, August 24,
2002. They live in Seattle,
Wash., where Beth teaches math
and coaches softball and cheerleading at Seattle Christian
School and Andy is an aerospace
engineer at Andrews Space &
Technology. • Theodore James
Caste l l o Ill and Erin E l izabeth
McCasland '00, April 5. They
live in Atlanta. Erin teaches
third grade in the DeKalb
County Schools and T.J. is
manager of financial services
at Southeastern Data Corporation. • S a mantha E l l i ott and
Shawn Kerry, August 1 , 2002.
Samantha is a doctoral candidate
in microbiology and immunology at the University of North
Carolina and Shawn is an
assistant manager at Helzberg
Diamonds in Durham, N.C.
• Stephen Marsh and Rebecca
Renee Cuny, August 1 7, 2002.
He is a commercial loan underwriter in Chattanooga, Tenn.,
and she is a free-lance writer.
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Erin Carnahan has been promoted from project coordinator
to account executive at Capital
Strategies, a full service communications firm in Raleigh,
N.C. She also volunteers with
the Special Events Committee
for the Make a Wish Foundation
of Eastern North Carolina. •
M a rtha Davis, who has been
working with AmeriCorps, plans
to start graduate school this fall
at the University of North
Carolina. • Wayne Grantham
of Florence, S.C., is information
technology manager for All Star
Sports. • John Hackney works
as a branch support specialist at
Wachovia Securities, Inc., in
Charlotte, N.C., and is enrolled
in the Certified Financial
Planning Program at Queens
College. • Catherine lane is an
automotive planner with The
Newspaper Network in Atlanta.
• Jennifer Lichtenberg has
transferred to Augusta, Ga., with
S . Lichtenberg & Co., Inc., and
works as a product development
coordinator. • David McDowell
received his law degree from the
University of Memphis, Cecil
C. Humphreys School of Law,
in May. He received several
awards for academic excellence
and service, and was one of only
six students nationwide to
receive the Lexis Nexis Scholarship to attend the National
Conference of Law Reviews
in Seattle, Wash. He will begin
a judicial clerkship in the
Tennessee Court of Appeals
in September. • Debbie Regan,
associate director of Coalition
for Fair Lumber Imports in
Washington, D.C., is completing
her master 's degree at
Georgetown University. •
Graham Seagraves of Charlotte,
N.C., has become regional sales
director of OFI Institutional
Asset Management. OFI is the
institutional investment
management affiliate of
OppenheimerFunds, Inc.
• Ryan " B u b b a " S m ith was
named head basketball coach
at Hampden-Sydney College

in June. He had been an assistant
coach at the Virginia school.
• MARRIAGES: Curtis
Wi l l i a m Ca l l away and Kristina
Marie Brown, March 1 5 . He is
employed by Stanley Benefits
Services of Greensboro, N.C.

• Elizabeth Dodd and Andrew
Lazar, June 1 5 , 2002. They live
in Moore, S.C., and she teaches
in Spartanburg County Schools.
He is a trooper with the South
Carolina Highway Patrol. •
Amanda Jenne Tu rbev i l l e and
Eric Michael Taylor, March 8.
They live in West Columbia,
S.C., where Eric is employed by
Palmetto Propane Inc./Havird
Oil Company. He is also pursuing a degree in business. She
was set to graduate in May from
the University of South Carolina
School of Law. • David Walsh
and Tiffany Bordelon '0 1 , March
1 . They planned to move this
summer to Los Angeles, where
she will be acting professionally
and he will continue his communications career. • Deborah
Colvin Wells and Jay Thomas
Thompson ' 0 1 , May 3 1 . She
recently earned a law degree
from Wake Forest University.
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Stuart Connell of Dallas, Texas,
is a research assistant and technician at the University of TexasSouthwestern. • Mary Kristina
Groce of Winston-Salem, N.C.,
has received a Master of Arts
degree in psychology from Wake
Forest University.• M a rtin
Jaku bczak was activated from
reserve status and served with
the First Marine Division, Sixth
Engineers, during the war in
Iraq. He was scheduled to return
to the States by the end of the
summer. • M a ry larus is
a corporate finance assistant
with Stephens, Inc., in Atlanta.
• Sean N i ckerson has been
promoted to an account
executive position with ErwinPenland, Inc., an advertising and
marketing firm in Greenville.
He develops sponsorship
opportunities for the Verizon
Wireless account. • Drew
Parker has been named an

associate with Coldwell B anker
Commercial Caine in Greenville. He is also a candidate
for Certified Commercial
Investment member. • Sally
Payne is a systems support
analyst with Milliman USA
in Dallas, Texas. • Katherine
Presley is a graphic design
student at the Portfolio Center
in Atlanta. She is scheduled
to graduate in December. •
MARRIAGE: Chelsea Berry
and Erik I l iff '02, June 2002.
Chelsea is a civilian employee
in a U.S. Army Public Affairs
Office and is finishing her master 's degree in mass communications. Erik is in the Army
and currently completing his
Officer 's Basic Course at Fort
Sill, Okla.
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Pearce Tri p i itt Butcher of
Crofton, Md., is employed by
Landscape Designs, Inc., and
is taking horticulture classes
at George Washington University. • Alex Fernandez is
a medical interpreter at the
Center for Pediatric Medicine
in the Greenville Hospital
System. • Sterl ing Frierson
of Columbia, S.C., is an
educator and coach in Lexington
School District 1 . • Daniel H i l l
has become a staff accountant
in the Charlotte (N.C.) office of
Forensic Accountants and
Consultants. He was scheduled
to receive a master 's degree
in accountancy from the University of North CarolinaCharlotte in July. • lauren
K i l l ey has joined the ErwinPenland advertising and marketing firm in Greenville as a junior
account executive. She works
with the Verizon Wireless
account team to develop sales
flyers and newspaper advertisements for the North and Central
Texas region, the Houston Gulf
Coast Region and Florida.
MARRIAGE: linda-Marie
Ga rrett (M.A.) and William
Robert Hamill, March 7. They
live in DelRio, Texas, where
he is an instructor pilot with
the U.S. Air Force.

DEATHS
May Moore '24 (M.A. '47),
February 1 , Simpsonville, S.C.
She taught in the Greenville
County School System for 47
years.
Gertrude B u ist Robert '28,
March 1 3 , Phoenix, Ariz.
Madge Craig Funderburk Brown
' 3 1 , January 1 6 , Pageland, S.C.
She taught in the public schools
in the two Carolinas and served
for a time as a B aptist Asso
ciation home missionary.
Nelle Elizabeth Garrison McCain
'32, April 1 2 , Greenville. She
was a former elementary school
teacher in the Greenville County
School System.
Joseph Clarence King '33, April
14, White Rock, S.C. He was
a technical director for the Bayer
Company for more than 25 years
prior to his retirement in 1 978,
after which he taught in the
graduate program at Clemson
University and served as a con
sultant for Milliken, Cone Mills
and Calgon. He was a member
and past chair of the American
Association of Textile Chemists
and Colorists and the Southern
Textile Research Conference.
He was also a member of Chi
Beta Phi Scientific Fraternity
and the American Chemical
Society and a life member of
the New York and Chicago
Academies of Science.
lucille Cofer lord '33,
November 1 1 , Winston-Salem,
N.C. A former city champion
tennis player in Winston-Salem,
she was a member of the library
staff of Wake Forest University
for 21 years. She had also
worked as an office receptionist.
Ja mes Gaston H o u g h , Sr. '34,
February 3, Charlotte, N.C. He
was the retired vice president
of Pritchard Paint and Glass
Company.
Ta bitha Frances Skelton '36,
October 19, Westerville, Ohio.
She was a retired teacher/
librarian.

Don Garrison is a frrm believer in fate. How

Palmetto High School, a team that had

led him to Furman and ultimately to a 32-

five years, to the upper state championship

else could he describe the turn of events that

won just a handful of games the previous

year tenure as president of one of the largest

technical colleges in South Carolina?

game.
Garrison's move into higher education

(S.C.) High School in the early 1 950s,

Thomas Barton, an old friend and coaching

and saw sports as a ticket to improving his

of Greenville Tech, one of 1 3 technical

A baseball and football star at Liberty

came in 1 963 when he received a call from

Garrison grew up in a textile mill village

colleague. Barton was (and still is) president

Jot in life. During his senior year, the 6-2,

schools founded in the early 1 960s as part
of a statewide effort to train workers and

2 1 5-pound catcher was offered $3 ,000 to

join the Boston Braves. But Clemson

University came courting, and his mother
insisted that he take the scholarship.

The Tigers, however, were also recruit

attract industry. Barton wanted Garrison

Don Garrison's 32-year career as president
of Tri-County Tech ended July 31.

ing Billy Odell, a future major league pitcher

to direct the school's evening studies
program .

Not wanting to disappoint his friend,

Garrison reluctantly took the job but con

from Newberry High School. With the recruiting process winding

tinued to teach and coach during the day.

attend Clemson only if his friend and high school catcher could

of technical colleges, with their emphasis on job training and

down, Odell threw the Tigers a curve, announcing that he would

join him.

When Clemson decided to sign Odell's friend, a crushed Garrison

was left without a scholarship. Soon, though, the University of

Garrison soon came to understand and then embrace the role

economic growth. In 1 966, he joined Greenville Tech full time and

played a leading role in developing its health careers center. Two

years later he earned his doctorate from Duke, and in 1 97 1 he was

Georgia offered him a football scholarship, and he was preparing

named president of Tri-County Tech.

"needed to go to Furman, a good Baptist school."

fund-raising efforts soon helped bring Tri-County into the black.

to pack for Athens when his pastor, Mac Bryan, told him that he

Although Furman had not recruited Garrison, Bryan talked with

football coach Bill Young. Soon thereafter, Young offered Garrison
the opportunity to win a scholarship during preseason drills.

"I went to Furman on faith and a prayer," says Garrison, who

retired this summer after more than three decades as president of

Tri-County Technical College in Pendleton, S.C.

The hard-nosed, broad-shouldered fullback impressed Young,

but the coach could not fmd the scholarship money. After the second

week of practice, he called Garrison into his office.

"He told me that he wasn't able to find anyone to pay for the

scholarship. Then he told me to call my parents to come pick me
up," says Garrison, whose father was disabled and whose family

could not afford college tuition. "My heart was broken, and I started

The school was struggling when Garrison signed on, but his

Within a year, the school had developed a plan to bolster its

curriculum, add programs and facilities, and improve instruction.
With Garrison at the helm, Tri-County has grown from three

buildings covering 89,000 square feet to 1 4 buildings covering

389,828 square feet. Enrollment has jumped from 9 1 9 to more than
1 8 ,000 degree-seeking and continuing education students.

As Mendel Stewart, chair of the school 's governing board,

said when Garrison announced his decision to retire, "He has been
a dynamic leader whose profound impact on the college's direction
during these three-plus decades has resulted in financial stability,

outstanding facilities, enrollment growth and maximum community
service."

A recent editorial in the Anderson

Independent-Mail even called

crying on the phone with my mom. Well, Coach interrupted me

Garrison a "legend."

if he could come up with anything."

an asset, nor its current quality, in our tri-county area," said the

and told me to hang in there for one more week of practice to see
Young eventually found a donor to pay for Garrison's schooling.

Garrison went on to play baseball and football as a freshman and
sophomore, but two football injuries - a dislocated elbow and

"Without him, technical education in this state wouldn't be such

paper. "His coaching of the public and lawmakers to support Tri

County Tech (and his constant and fervent support of the technical

college system in South Carolina) both paid off, but not for the

bulging disk - prevented him from playing his last two years.

coach - for the team, the citizens of South Carolina."

University, admits that he was a below-average student at Furman.

County Tech, he and his wife, Carol, a retired teacher, look forward

Bonner gave him an ultimatum.

and on each other.

Garrison, who ultimately earned a doctorate from Duke

At one point he almost had to withdraw, and in 1 954 Dean Francis
"He told me that if I made one more ' D ' I would be gone,"

recalls Garrison, who heeded Bonner 's warning, hit the books and
graduated in 1 956 with a B .A. degree in education.

After Furman, Garrison wanted to become an airplane pilot.

But his football injuries conspired against him, and he failed the

physical.

With his career plans sidetracked, Garrison returned home and

did what felt natural: He began teaching and coaching football at
Pendleton High School. He later earned a master's in education

Although Garrison continues to do some work on behalf of Tri

to having more time to travel and dote on their grandchildren -

And there 's another to-do item on his less-cluttered day-timer:

find out who gave him that scholarship more than 50 years ago.

"Furman gave me such a great education, and I ' m so grateful

to the person that provided that scholarship," he says. "I never

found out who gave the money. I ' ve always wondered. I want to

fmd them and thank them. At the very least I can thank their family.
I hope I can find them."

- John Roberts

from Furman and became a local celebrity in 1 965 when he coached
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Myron Gordon Howle '37, July
14, Greenville. A World War II
veteran of the Army Medical
Corps, he made extensive con
tributions to the quality of health
care in Greenville and the
Southeast. A family practice
physician, he founded the widely
recognized Greenville Post
graduate Seminar, a continuing
education program for phy
sicians. He held leadership
positions in the Greenville
Hospital System, which estab
lished a lecture series and
academic chair in his honor,
and at St. Francis Hospital.
He served as president of the
county medical society and was
honored by the South Carolina
Medical Association for his
contributions to state programs.
He received South Carolina's
highest civilian award, the Order
of the Palmetto, as well as
Louisiana's highest award for
leadership and achievement in
medicine. A patron of the arts
and life member of the board
of the Greenville Chorale, he
established the Howle Music
Scholarship at Furman to honor
his parents. Furman presented
him its Distinguished Alumni
Award in 1 994.
Eleanor Jervey Fraser league
'37, March 27, Greenville. She
served as chair of the board of
directors of G.F. League Manu
facturing Company and was
active in a number of civic
organizations.
Richard Melvin Lynes '37, April
1 1 , Easley, S.C. He served with
the U.S. Army in Panama during
World War II and was for many
years owner and operator of
Friendly Loan Company.
June B l ackmon Mitche l l '37,
April 1 8 , Spartanburg, S.C. She
was active in church work and
civic organizations.
Amelia Gray Sellars ' 37,
September 3, 2002, Pauline, S.C.
She was retired from Spartan
burg County (S.C.) School
District 4, where she taught
for 36 years.
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John Shorten Oswa l d '38, May
1 7 , Allendale, S.C. He served
in the Home Guard and was
a retired farmer. He was on
the Allendale Town Council
for 36 years and served as
mayor pro tern.
Sara C h i l d ers Gaston ' 39,
March 28, Spartanburg, S.C.
Ruth Bree d i n Bone '40, March
1 5 , Orlando, Fla.
Howard E. Carraway '40, March
1 9, Bradenton, Fla. He served
in the U.S. Navy during World
War II and the Korean War.
After 37 years in the Navy, he
joined the Florida Telephone
Association, from which he
retired after 1 7 years. He was
a former governor of the Florida
Kiwanis Clubs and was the
former president of the Kiwanis
International Foundation.
Connie Alexander D a bney '40,
April 5, Augusta, Ga. He was
a B aptist minister at churches in
illinois, Georgia, South Carolina,
Tennessee and Colorado. He
also served as director of mis
sions and assistant executive
secretary of the Colorado Baptist
Convention.
H u g h Gerthon Morg a n '40,
March 20, Corsicana, Texas. He
was a professor emeritus of be
havioral science and directed the
Institute for Child Study at the
University of Maryland for 20
years. He served as a consultant
to public and private schools and
mental health facilities, includ
ing the Menninger Clinic in
Topeka, Kan., and was a consult
ant in the development of Head
Start and the PBS television
program "Footsteps." Author
of two books and a number of
magazine articles, he was sent
to Germany by the U.S. State
Department to help develop
methods for democratizing the
schools and public institutions.
He also studied and reported on
the learning process in Uruguay
for the National Institutes of
Health.

From a reader
I read with great i nterest the

{

I was able to
make it through four
years at Furman without
knowing of Dr. Gezork.
I suppose that is not too
unusual. What I do find
unusual, however, is
that I have spent 20
years on the ministerial
staff of Clarksburg Baptist Church without knowing of "The
Gezork I ncident." I only knew, based on a brief reference in
our church history, that Dr. Gezork had taught at Furman.
Dr. Gezork was a beloved interim pastor at Clarksburg
Baptist Church . Many of our older members, most of whom
are no longer with us, have told me such wonderful things
about Dr. Gezork's ministry. Although his [German] accent
made him difficult to u nderstand at times, the congregation
would hang on every word as he preached. The church is
still most proud that "one of their own" was elected president
of Andover Newton .
There are stories o f the presence o f government agents
in our worship services on a regular basis. One thing, however,
I have never heard questioned is Dr. Gezork's theology. Many
of the people who knew him best are people I would consider
fairly conservative in their theology. With all the Furman
controversy so fresh when he came to Clarksburg Baptist
Church, I find it odd it was never mentioned in conversations
about him.
Thank you for your informative article. A copy of the
Furman magazine will be placed in our church's historical
collection.
- David L. Hulme '80

Clarksburg, W. Va.
Letters are published when space permits and are subject to
editing for length or clarity Write the editor c/o Marketing and
Public Relations, Furman University, Greenville, S.C. 296 13,
or fax to (864) 294-3023. E-mail: jim.stewart@furman.edu.

Sara Frances Posey '40, March
22, Aiken, S.C. Over a period
of 38 years, she served as minister of education at churches in
the two Carolinas and in Maryland. She retired in 1 980 from
First Baptist Church in Aiken.

Theodore A. Honour '42, March
28, Johnson City, Tenn. He
served in the U.S. Army Infantry
Medical Corps during World
War II. He was a retired social
worker, having worked at the
Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

Heyward Wilson Sauls '40, May
1 1 , Poquoson, Va. He was an
Army veteran of World War II
and the Korean Conflict and was
a member of Sons of Confederates and Sons of the American
Revolution. He retired as a
professor emeritus from EmbryRiddle Aeronautical University
after 24 years.

Larkin Strickl a n d Bruce '43
(M.A. '57), March 26, Greenville. He served in the U.S. Air
Force during World War II and
was a retired school administrator with the Greenville County
School System.

Ralph L. West '40, September
3, 2002, Atlanta.
Elsie Joye Hester Brown ' 4 1 ,
November 29, Wagener, S.C.
She was an executive secretary
at the Celanese Corporation for
more than 29 years. She also
helped her husband establish
BC&H Inc., a successfu l business in Matthews, N.C. She
served as national president of
American Business Women,
a sorority for professional
women, and hosted the national
convention of ABW. She was
a piano teacher, directed church
choirs in Charlotte, N.C., and
was honored as one of the "Top
10 Most Outstanding Business
Women in Charlotte." She was
named a "Knight o f Charlotte"
and a "Kentucky Colonel."
DeWitt S. Cheney ' 4 1 , December 1 9, Placentia, Calif. He was
a retired plastics sales manager.
Walter Raleigh Mclawhorn, Jr.
' 4 1 , April 1 , Greenville. He
served in the U.S. Army Medical
Corps and had a medical practice
in Fountain Inn, S.C., for almost
60 years.
William F. Ceccotti '42, October
27, Oradell, N.J. An Army
veteran of World War II, he
had been a teacher for the
Haworth School System and
was the former executive
director of the Bergen County
(N.J.) Education Association.

Ruth Caldwell Lewis '43, March
3, San Antonio, Texas. She
taught in the public schools
in Texas for 25 years.
Kathleen Mode McMillan '43,
January 2 1 , Albany, Ga. She
retired in 1 985, having taught at
Albany High School and Albany
Technical College.
Ha rriett Va ughan Meyers '44,
August 1 0, 2002, Jacksonville,
Fla.
Dorothy E l izabeth O ' D e l l '44,
March 1 3 , Greenville. Before
her retirement, she taught first
and second grades in Pickens
County (S.C.) schools for more
than 30 years.
Jean Griffin Scholz '44, January
25, West Hartford, Conn. She
had been an elementary school
teacher.
Ca lvin Jack Guthrie, Jr. '45,
March 1 1 , Gaffney, S.C. He was
a U.S. Navy veteran of World
War II and was retired from the
South Carolina Employment
Security Commission.
J . B . Howe l l '45, March 25,
Clinton, Miss. He retired as
director of Leland Speed Library
at Mississippi College in 1 99 1 .
He was a past president of both
the Mississippi Library Association and the Southeastern
Library Association.
Guy E. Johnson '46, January 1 4,
Spindale, N.C.
Foster Farley '47, May 1 7,
Newberry, S.C. He retired from
Newberry College after 34 years
as a history professor at the

school. He authored or coauthored three books and wrote
nearly 90 articles for various
historical publications. He
served in the U.S. Army Air
Corps during World War II.

Mary Olga Watson Hamrick '47,
July 8, 2002, Forest City, N.C.
After teaching for 44 years in
the Rutherford County (N.C.)
School System, she retired and
spent 10 years as a volunteer
with The McNair Foundation.
Margaret H a l l Hunt '47, July 2,
2002, Charlotte, N.C.
Charles Oecester Boone '48,
March 25, Pawleys Island, S.C.
He served in the U.S. Coast
Guard during World War II and
was retired from Duke Power
Company as a supervisor.
G loria Wilson Westmoreland
'48, March 7.
Walter Louis Williams '48, July
9, Greenville. He was a dedicated Furman supporter who
was well known for his witty,
entertaining turns as master
of ceremonies at local events.
He was an Army veteran of
World War II and went on
to serve as vice president of
marketing at Southern B ank
and Trust and later as president
of Rawlings Oil Co. The first
chair of the board at Greenville
Technical College, a position he
held for more than 1 5 years,
he was a leader in establishing
the technical educational system
in South Carolina. He was
also active with the Greenville
Chamber of Commerce,
Goodwill Industries and other
community organizations. He
is credited with founding the
Poinsettia Classic basketball
tournament, hosted by Furman
for many years. He was instrumental in the decision to build
Paladin Stadium and was a past
president of the South Carolina
Athletic Hall of Fame.
Bobby Lee Jones '49, December
1 0, Shelby, N.C. He served in
the military aboard the USS
Valley Forge. He owned Jones
Barber Shop and Three Bells

Beauty Salon in Rock Hill, S.C.
He also worked for Jackson
Beauty Supply Company and
retired from CBS Beauty Supply
Company in 1 997.

Rachel Ha mrick Summey '49,
April 30, Dallas, N.C. She was
a former assistant extension
agent for Gaston County, N.C.,
and had also been a Scout leader
and a kindergarten teacher.
Lee C. Foreman '50, January 5,
LaRue, Ohio. He was retired
from Nationwide Insurance
Company after 40 years of
service. He held various sales
positions with the company,
working in South Carolina,
Virginia, New York and Ohio,
and attained his chartered life
underwriter designation. He was
a U.S. Army veteran of World
War II.
J u ne G a l p h i n Machen '50,
March 30, Sharpsburg, Ga.
She worked as an accountant
and had been active with
Gideons International since
1 98 1 .
George Bowen '5 1 , April 1 0,
Charleston, S.C. He retired from
sales after 40 years with
Greenwood Packing, then
worked part time with Acosta
Sales.
Lucille Bolt Davenport '5 1 ,
May 23, Gainesville, Ga. She
was a teacher for 30 years and
retired from the Gainesville City
School System.
H . Shelden Ti mmerman ' 5 1 ,
April 3, Sumter, S.C. He taught
piano, directed high school
choruses and served as minister
of music at Sumter First Baptist
Church. He served as a nationwide adjudicator of piano student auditions for the National
Guild of Piano Teachers for
more than 20 years and conducted piano teacher workshops
in several states. He was active
in the music and fine arts communities in Sumter and was
accompanist and vocal coach for
the Second Mill Singers. He
was a U.S. Army veteran of the
Korean War.
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A new season: Pro-Am sh ifts to September
Atter 21 years as a rite of spring at Furman,
the university's annual Pro-Am golf
tournament has a new date this year.
The event will take place
Saturday, September 20, at the
Furman Golf Course prior to the
Furman-Richmond footbal l
game that evening.
Founded in 1 982 by Betsy
King '77 and Beth Daniel '78,
both members of the Ladies
Professional Golf Association
Hall of Fame, the Pro-Am has
grown from an original field of 68 - 1 7
pros and 5 1 amateurs - to a yearly
contingent of 32 pros and 1 28 amateurs.

Douglas P. Blackwell '52, March
1 1 , Lexington, S.C. He was
a decorated veteran of World
War II, was a minister and
businessman, and was a former
four-term trustee of The Baptist
Courier. He served pastorates
in North and South Carolina
before becoming director of
missions for the Lexington
Association. He was director
of public relations and program
services for the General Board
of the South Carolina B aptist
Convention as well as executive
vice president of Southern
Mutual Church Insurance Co.
until his retirement in 1 985.
Robert Edward Ayers '54,
April 8, Rock Hill, S.C. He
was retired from York County
Department of Social Services
as director of child protective
services and was a former pastor
of churches in the two Carolinas
and Virginia. He was a U.S.
Navy veteran of World War II.
Roscoe Thelton Boyd '54,
August 24, 2002, Conway, S.C.
He was a U.S. Navy veteran
of the Korean Conflict. He
was a farmer and was employed
by the Production Credit
Association.

It has raised more than $1.7 million to
support the men's and women's golf
scholarship endowment fund.
The move to the fall,
prompted i n part by changes
in the LPGA tournament
schedule, also signals a new
direction for the Pro-Am, which
will share proceeds with the
Cancer Society of Greenville
County.
For information on this
year's Pro-Am, contact
Sue Carnes in the Paladin Club office at
(864) 294-3565, or by e-mail, sue.carnes@
furman.edu.

Michael Brandy '54, April 5,
2002, Cincinnati, Ohio. He was
associated with Brandicorp,
a Cincinnati development firm.

Charles Andrew Park '55, March
1 7, Greenwood, S.C. He was
retired from Lander University
as a professor of business.

W i l l i a m McCol l i ster Bridges
'54, February 23, Anderson, S.C.
He started his career as a church
minister of music before joining
the staff of Anderson College
in 1 964, where he directed the
Anderson College Choir and
taught voice and music appreci
ation. He was instrumental in
organizing the Anderson College
Ensemble (gospel choir), orga
nized a hand-bell choir and
directed short operas and other
musical productions. He also
organized short courses for part
time ministers of music. In the
Anderson area, he directed
music in a number of churches.

Alexa n d e r C. Ashbaugh '56,
April 9, Lula, Ga. He was
a longtime teacher in Georgia
schools.

Charles H. Ross '54, January
1 5 , Cartersville, Ga.
Thomas Jefferson Eskew, Jr.
'55, March 25, State College,
Pa. He retired in 2001 after 46
years as an electronics engineer,
most recently with Spectrumedix
Corp.

George W. landrum '56, March
4, Charlotte, N.C. Following
his service in the U.S. Air Force
as a control tower operator, he
was a manufacturers representa
tive until his retirement.
Jack Stephen S m ith, Sr. '56,
April 23, Greer, S.C. He retired
from Collins & Aikman Corp.
as corporate safety director after
40 years of service. He was
a past president of the Greer
Lions Club.
Sarah Atha Hudson Tu rner '56,
May 13, Spartanburg, S.C. She
taught private piano lessons and
worked in B aptist churches in
South Carolina and Georgia.
Pleasant Terry Roper, Sr. '58,
March 29, Matthews, N.C. He
was retired from Presbyterian
Orthopedic Hospital of
Charlotte, N.C.

Henry Ta rrant '59, April 29,
Greenville. He was a U.S.
Marine Corps veteran of the
Korean War and was a former
employee of Kemet Corp.,
where he worked for 25 years.
Richard Edward Ne lson '65,
April 4, Greenville. A U.S. Air
Force veteran, he was self
employed.
Donna Broxson Watts '67,
May 24, Greenville.
Frances Parris Altman, M.A.
'68, February 20, 2002, Spartan
burg, S.C. She had retired as
a principal in Spartanburg
School District 3 after 30 years
of service.
Earl Daniel McCutcheon, M.A.
'69, October 2 1 , Spartanburg,
S.C.
laurence Dreher Chapman,
M.A. '73, April 3, Spartanburg,
S.C. He was a U.S. Army
veteran of World War II and the
Korean Conflict and was retired
from the Army Reserves. He
worked with the South Carolina
Employment Commission for
several years and then taught in
Spartanburg School District 7.
He was a Scoutmaster for more
than 3 1 years, was a member of
the Spartanburg County Educa
tion Association and was a life
member of the National Edu
cation Association and the South
Carolina Education Association.
Among his other honors were
the George Washington Teachers
Medal from the Freedoms Foun
dation at Valley Forge and the
Service to Boyhood Award from
the Key Club of Spartanburg
High School.
Dorcas Rebecca McKnight
Cha p m a n '76, October 25,
Columbia, S.C. She had
been associated with the
South Carolina Department
of Health and Human Services.
Ronald David Jackson ' 8 1 ,
April 3 , Macon, Ga.

Global outreach

Bohuny helps NBA 's international players adjust to new surroundings

By the time 7-5 Yao Ming of China arrived i n the United

she worked on the Goodwill Games, and then it was
States last summer to pursue a career in the National
on to TNT Sports for a few more years. Bohuny joined
Basketball Association, he was already well acquainted
the NBA in 1 990 as manager of international events.
with Kim Bohuny.
"My job was to help run a few world events, establish
That's because Bohuny, a 1 984 Furman graduate,
relationships with other leagues around the world, and
serves as the N BA's vice president for international
deal with the 1 3 or 1 4 international players who were
basketball operations, and part of her job is to make
in the league at that time," she says. "The league was
sure that international players who come into the league
just beginning to go global."
are prepared to handle the social and cultural challenges
And the more global the N BA became, the more
they are likely to face.
responsibility Bohuny was given. She became director
of player and basketball development in 1 996 and was
This is no small task, considering that approximately
20 percent of the players in the
named vice president in 2000.
NBA hail from outside the U nited
During her time in the N BA,
States. Bohuny expects another
she has traveled to more
1 5 or 1 6 foreign players to join
than 60 countries and tried to
the league for the 2003-04
communicate in many more
season , which means her job
languages than she knows
to speak.
is only going to become more
important.
"I studied Russian but speak
"My work with the players
it very poorly," she says. "For
tunately, English is the language
begins after they are drafted," she
says. "I get together with the
of basketball, and I can work with
players and their families and help
translators if need be."
coordinate every facet of their
There is no question that
careers. We want to help make
international players have made
that transitional period as smooth
and will continue to make a huge
impact in the NBA. In addition
as possible."
to 2001 -02 Rookie of the Year
But working with international
Pau Gasol of Spain, NBA rosters
players is only part of Bohuny's
include 2003 All-Stars Ming, Dirk
duties with the NBA. She also
Nowitzki (Germany), Zydrunas
manages the league's relationship
llgauskas (Lithuania), Steve Nash
with the global basketball com
(Canada) and Peja Stojakovic
munity, which includes FIBA, the
(Serbia and Montenegro). Ming,
governi ng body for international
Kim Bohuny with Hedo Turkoglu, the first
of course, was the No. 1 pick of
basketball , and USA Basketball,
Turkish-born player in NBA history.
the Houston Rockets in last year's
the organization responsible for
fielding the men's and women's national teams that
draft and has already become a marketing phenomenon
participate in the Olympics and World Championships.
in America.
When Bohuny graduated from Furman nearly 20
"My first encounter with Yao was to oversee
a workout with him in Chicago, where the league wanted
years ago, she never imagined that she would play such
to showcase his skills," Bohuny says. "He is a fantastic
an integral role in the international basketball community.
person. It's just amazing how he responded to the
But she isn't all that surprised that she has had a career
in sports.
pressures of his first year i n the league, both on and
off the court."
She came to Furman from Franklin Lakes, N.J.,
and majored in health and exercise science with an
So the next time you see an international player
making his mark in the NBA and he appears to be right
emphasis in sports management. She was a member
at home in his new surroundings, you'll know that
of the Lady Paladin golf team but never did get to travel
Bohuny has done her part to pave the way for his
with a squad that included All-America Dottie Pepper.
success.
"My whole life, it seemed like I was either watching
or playing sports, so it seemed natural that I should do
"I feel very blessed to be able to come in every
something related to sports after college," says Bohuny.
day and do something I love," she says. "I guess you
Following graduation, she had a six-month internship
can't ask for more than that."
at CNN Sports in Atlanta. She then went to TBS, where
- Vince Moore
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