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Spring 2000

F

E

A

T

U

R

E

S

AFRICAN MOSAIC

2

A visit to South Africa opens a Furman student's eyes to the realities
of a nation struggling to come to terms with its past.
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V LAST WEEK IN

SIX WEEKS IN SOUTH
AFRICA LEAVE A FURMAN
STUDENT INTRIGUED AND
BAFFLED BY THIS COUNTRY
OF PARADOXES.

southern Africa, I sent a post
card to one of my mathemat
ically inclined friends. I
summed up my impression
of South Africa with a simple
equation: First World +Third World
South Africa. As a math/English
double major, my friend would not
only understand the equation but its
paradox.
I was prepared for the Third
World part of the equation. Our
coursework for professors Erik Ching
and Don Gordon, who directed our
trip, demanded it. I had read And
They Didn't Die, Lauretta Ngcobo's
novel about rural women and their
fight for land, political freedom and
their children's well-being. I had read
Nelson Mandela's autobiography,
Long Walk to Freedom, and learned
of his struggle for liberation against
an oppressive police state. I had read
about South Africa's history and stud
ied the continent's geography, econ
omy, politics and international
relations, population and develop
ment problems, and the role of wom
en in society. I had done research
on the recent elections.
So I expected poverty, social
disintegration and other legacies of
=

BY KAREN GUTH
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Apartheid. But I didn't expect First
World South Africa. I was baffled
by the South Africa that allowed me
to l ive as comfortably as at home,
that tricked me into thinking I had
never left the States, that separated
me from the Africa I had read about,
that tried to convince me that Third
World Africa didn' t exist. I waited
six weeks - the entire winter-term
trip - for the First World to disap
pear.
It didn't. I came to accept that
South Africa is both First and Third
worlds: the world of the rich (mostly
whites) and the world of the poor
(mostly blacks). Apartheid classified
South Africans by race - black,
white, colored. But this oversimpli
fied system of categorization hid
the central paradox of Apartheid.
Professor Ching called it the funda
mentally contradictory nature of
the Afr ikaner Nationalist Party
mentality: "We despise Africans
[blacks]. But our society is utterly
dependent on them."
As a student and traveler, I was
in the middle of two worlds - the
paradox of South Africa.

J1st World3
A COMMUNIST FROM FURMAN?

During our six-week trip, we heard
lectures from the top scholars, leaders
and public servants in southern
Africa, including Rhodes University
professors, Namibian Prime Minister
Hage Geingob, and Franklin Sonn,
the South African ambassador to the
United States. This stellar lineup of
lecturers started with Dale McKinley,
a Furman graduate and member of
the South African Communist Party.
Born in Zimbabwe to Baptist mis
sionaries, McKinley attended Furman
in the 1 980s on an ROTC scholarship
and then earned a Ph.D. in political
science from the University of North
Carolina.
McKinley's peculiar history fas
cinated me. It fed my imagination,
adding a theatrical element to his
lecture. I don't know if I can legiti
mately describe someone as "looking
Communist," but McKinley did.
He's a small, svelte, intellectual-type
with short hair and decisive facial
features. His black wardrobe and
combat boots stood out against his
tan skin, and he wore thin, wire
framed glasses. I imagined him sit
ting on a red couch in a dark, smoky
room, discussing the bourgeoisie and
proletariat and predicting the revolu
tion. Of course, South African Com
munists aren't "real" Communists
- they could accurately call them
selves socialists - but in my mind
McKinley fit the part.
And his lecture captivated me.
He argued that post-Apartheid South
Africa is moving from a politics of
race to a politics of class. He criti
cized the African National Congress
(ANC) - the government majority
and Mandela's party of liberation
for its black elite leadership that
identifies more with whites and fails
to fulfill promises to blacks. He
argued that the ANC intended a
political revolution, not a socio
economic one. In other words,
the ANC sought to overthrow the
Apartheid regime and succeeded, but

An elderly woman emerges from a
meeting in the community center
at New Rest, Cape Town.
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didn't make plans for addressing the

orange. I looked closer and the colors

90 percent of the population that

became clothes. Two women, having

lacks education, marketable skills,

just washed their laundry, had laid it

employment and basic needs like

out to dry.

water, shelter and electricity. So,
despite the halos it earned during the

But this stream wasn't just a
washing machine. It was also a car

I looked

liberation struggle, the ANC is now

wash. A few minutes later,

the fallen angel?

down and saw the river, the rocks

McKinley suggested that eradi

and a car. Two men scrubbed its

cating the huge disparity of wealth

exterior, the vehicle parked right on

in post-Apartheid South Africa would

the riverbank.

require a fundamental change in val

On one hand, these two scenes

ues. As an example, he discussed

were normal. Everyone needs water

what he felt was South Africa's un

for washing, and rivers are sources

necessarily large commitment to mil

of water. On the other hand, seeing

itary spending. At this point, he

clothes and cars washed in a river

started to sound a little too Christian

struck me as bizarre. The car wash

to be a "godles s " Communist, so I

offered a stark juxtaposition of the

asked if being a missionary kid in

industrial and natural, the modern

fluenced his political beliefs. He

and ancient.

said his parents' Christianity focused

I obviously wasn't surprised that

more on forbidding premarital sex

these women and men needed water.

than on liberation theology, but he

But I was shocked that they were

did attribute his core values to his

forced to rely on the nearest river as

Christian upbringing. Indeed,

their source of water.

Franklin Sonn would later inform us
that the Communist Party plays a

A TALE OF 'IWO CAPITALS

vital role in South African politics:

While the Confederate flag flies over

reminding the government about the

the South Carolina capital, Queen

poor.
McKinley's lecture was the per
fect beginning to our trip. He raised

Victoria stands draped in granite be
fore Pietermaritzburg's Provincial
Legislature in KwaZulu-Natal. South

issues that surfaced repeatedly: ANC

Africans seem to have as difficult a

dominance and lack of formidable

time debating the role of historical

opposition, South Africa's challenge

symbols as South Carolinians do.

to attract international investment
without alienating labor unions, and

But the KwaZulu-Natal debate
extends beyond the issue of historical

its need to enter the capitalist

symbols. When Apartheid ended,

markets yet maintain a strong social

political boundaries were redrawn,

spending program. As the trip con

and one province arose from two:

tinued and I began to make connec

Kwa-Zulu (Zulu Place) merged with

tions between assigned readings, the

Natal, the British colonial province.

news and the lectures we heard,

Kwa-Zulu and Natal had separate

McKinley's name appeared countless

capitals, at Ulundi and Pietermar

times in my academic journal.

itzburg, respectively.
Now a united KwaZulu-Natal

DOWN BY THE RIVER

Pietermaritzburg, has been the subject of
attacks by vandals- who also found the

must choose one city to be its capital.

time to place a Coke can on a memorial to

Peter Moni, our guide, said that

The current compromise is woefully

Mahatma Gandhi.

Swaziland is known as the

inefficient: Parliament spends two

"Switzerland of South Africa."

months in Ulundi, then travels to

Rightfully so; the mountains loomed

Pietermaritzburg for another two

majestically around us. But it was a

month session. Our Parliament lec

valley that caught my attention.
As we drove around a corner, I

4

The statue of Queen Victoria, which stands
in front of the Parliament building in

turer, Heather, reported that despite
the expense and inconvenience,

looked to the river below. Stretched

Parliament recently voted to delay

out on a huge boulder by the river

choosing a permanent capital for two

bank lay a kaleidoscope of color:

more years.

red, blue, yellow, green, white and

Heather clearly stood on the
Pietermaritzburg side of the divide.
Pietermaritzburg has better infrastruc
ture and a superior location, she told
us. Initially, I assumed her position
on the capital betrayed her true po
litical loyalties, as she seemed a little
too fond of all things British. Once
during the tour I thought she might
hit someone after she began talking
so animatedly about protests to move
the statue of Queen Victoria to anoth
er location. She spoke of the Queen
as if she were her own mother, and
her anger surfaced again when she
told us of vandals' attempts to deface
the Queen. (It's true: history and
historic preservation are in a strange
state in this town. The Mahatma
Gandhi statue carries an empty Coke
can in his right hand, and because of
incidents like the Queen's near mis
hap with hammer-wielding vandals,
inscriptions on public monuments
have been removed to safeguard them
from graffiti and theft.)
But it became increasingly clear
that although Heather had British
loyalties, her ultimate loyalty was to
history itself. She repeatedly stressed
the need for Zulu, British and Dutch
descendants to respect each other's
histories. The Parliament building's
"Pain Room," for example, contained
paintings depicting destructive events
in each group's past. Heather showed
us the room and talked of creating a
new collective history based on
respect, unity and constructive
cooperation.

for hours on end, and getting dust in
your eyes for the mere chance to spot
the "big five" (lion, rhinoceros, wilde
beest, elephant and leopard)?
OK, maybe. Despite the
Wisconsin farm roots on both sides
of my family, I'm not an animal lover.
But seeing zebras, elephants, rhinos,
crocodiles, hippos, leopards, giraffes,
ostriches, wildebeests, hyenas,
crested francolin and impalas from
as close as

1 0 feet away was simply

surreal.
Such excitement could only be
channeled into artistic expression,
primarily through songs and jokes.
The inspiration for my favorite tune
came in Kruger National Park when
our guide, Helmo, demonstrated a
noise that scares impalas. It sounded
like Helmo had added an M.C. to his
name and signed a rap music con
tract. And so began the writing of
our own rap song dedicated to impa
las, titled "Impala Got Back." Un
fortunately, the lyrics are a little too
explicit for Furman magazine.
We wrote one of our G-rated
songs in the Hluluwe Game Reserve
in KwaZulu-Natal, where our night
drive required spotlights to see the
animals. To the tune of R.E.M.'s
"Losing My Religion," our song

LIONS AND CIRAFFES AND

"Looking for a Leopard" goes some

ZEBRAS, OH MY!

thing like this:

What is it about wild animals that
inspires one to song? Our game
drives in Kruger National Park, the
Hluluwe Game Reserve and Addo
Elephant National Park produced a
bewildering level of collective excite
ment.
Granted, the opportunity to go
on an African safari doesn't present
itself often. But is it really worth
waking at 4:30 in the morning, riding
in a cramped vehicle in the hot sun

"That's me in the corner

The markets in Mozambique feature colorful

That's me with the spotlight

batiks, or tapestries, sold by quick-witted vendors

Looking for a leopard
Trying so hard to find

with finely honed sales pitches.

But I don't know if I can do it
Oh no, it's a hyena
I thought I saw some spots ... "
Well, it may not go to the top of
the charts, but it got some good
laughs among the easily amused.
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and handmade jewelry and beadwork
covered table after table.
The vendors were charming, per
sistent and annoying as hell. Oh, the
selling tactics! The English language
became an adroitly effective business
strategy. I've never heard such great
one-liners: "Special price for special
people! " "Big artist, low price! "
"Sister, we are friends- I give you
good price!"
The batiks on the far side of the
market caught my attention, so it was
In the Ciskei homeland, the Great Fish River divides the fertile farm land, which

time to let the bargaining begin. I

the government deeded to whites, and the shale wasteland relegated to blacks.

pointed to one depicting two women
collecting river water and asked the
price.

10 MARKET, TO MARKET,
TO BUY A BATIK
When I think of Mozambique, I get
a visual image of ruptured sidewalks
covered in broken glass, paint peeling
off buildings, and mud houses on
edges of highways.

I also think of

the irony of shopping in the poorest
country in Africa.

Between visits to the Museum
of the Revolution in Maputo and a
local village in the city's outskirts,
we stopped at an open-air craft mar
ket and found people, crafts and
motion everywhere. Batiks hung
from clotheslines strung tree to tree.
Carved woodwork- giraffes and
elephants, masks, bowls and walking
sticks -was displayed on blankets,

"80,000 metacais," the vendor

said. After a moment of consider
ation I told the vendor another artist
had promised me a batik for only

35,000 metacais. He looked angry.
"The quality, sister. This is better."
He scoffed and then made an ugly
face at the other vendor.
Eventually, we struck a deal:
two batiks for

120,000 metacais ($9).

Feeling flustered and tired, I paid
him and took the batiks.

The homelands were not for visiting but hiding
- hiding the poverty Apartheid shoved down
the throats of the black majority.

"Sister, you forgot about my

The market was a stressfully re

work," he said. "You forgot. Come."

warding place. I felt like a mother
trying to do I 00 things, with her child
incessantly poking at her for atten

THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME?

in the distance and the occasional
lone figure walking across the land.
My nose has never been so close
to a bus window, nor my eyes so

tion. But having bought my batiks,

Nelson Mandela was right. His

intent on watching the subtle wash

I headed back to the bus to collect

childhood home, the Transkei, is

of color around me: the green of the

myself.

breathtakingly beautiful. As we

land, the blue of the sky, the pink,

drove through the area en route from

yellow, baby blue, turquoise and teal

on my arm. l turned to see a vendor

Durban to Cape Town, I was struck

of houses that dotted the horizon.

whose display I passed early on.

by the huge expanses of open space.

An expanse of pure, unadorned

Seeing him made me smile.

The effect was heightened by the

beauty, the Transkei almost stands

scattered flocks of sheep and cattle

still, waiting to be admired.

Thirty seconds later I felt a tug

The 39 students
on the trip, like
Zane Scott (front)
and Emily Boland,
benefited from the
opportunity for
informal cultural
exchanges with
South African
children.

The door of this home in New Rest, Cape Town, quotes
Jamaican-born black nationalist Marcus Garvey, an
influential activist of the early 20th century. It reads,
"A people without the knowledge of their past history,
origin and culture is like a tree without roots."
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Amid verdant
farmland
surrounded by
beautiful
mountains, some
residents of
Swaziland use
rocks to keep the
roofs of their
homes in place.

In the townships
every aspect of
people's lives is
exposed.
Next to nothing
separates their
private space
from the public
domain.

destitute.
But economic invisibility wasn't

land is agriculturally useless. In

1 959, as part of the Apartheid plan,

its only success; it conveniently ren

the government created "homelands "

dered the black population physically

for the black populations. The state

invisible as well. Our guide, Peter

forcibly removed people from their

Moni, told me that white South

land and planted them in the home

Africans rarely traveled through or

lands. These forced removals gave

to the Transkei or Ciskei. The home

whites 87 percent of the land in South

lands were not for visiting but hiding
-hiding the poverty Apartheid

Africa.

shoved down the throats of the

Instituted under the guise of

black majority.

autonomy for the native populations,
the homeland system effectively
stripped blacks of fertile land and
gave it to white farmers. This contrast

p

c

0

A year ago I read Alice Munro's The

was most apparent in another home

Beggar Maid. At the opening of this

land we visited, the Ciskei.

novel about Rose and her stepmother,

The Great Fish River forms the
western border of the Ciskei. On the

Flo, Munro describes the bathroom
Flo saved for and installed in their

west side of the river are rich, fertile

kitchen corner, for lack of an appro

and white-owned farms; on the east

priate place. The door didn't fit and

side is the shale wasteland delegated

the walls were constructed of beaver

to the Xhosas. As a result, blacks

board, so noises coming from the

were unable to subsist on the land

bathroom could be heard outside.

and were forced to find jobs in the
city, thus creating a cheap labor
supply for white industry.
And it worked. During a lecture

8

the whites rich and left the blacks

But the Transkei is also an ugly
place. Despite its surface beauty, the

Munro explains, "They were all
familiar with each other's nether
voices. . . . And they were all most
prudish people.

So no one ever

at the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria,

seemed to hear, or be listening,

U SAID economist Neil Cohen spoke

and no reference was made."

of Apartheid's tremendous effective

continues, "The person creating the

ness as an economic system. It made

noises in the bathroom was not

She

connected with the person who
walked out."
During our trips into townships
and informal settlements in South
Africa - Soweto, Cato Manor,
Umthathi, Cape Flats, New Rest
this image kept popping into my
head. Not because I saw bathrooms
in kitchens but because of the sober
concept behind this rather humorous
image: the merging of public and
private. Private space (the bathroom)
enters public space (the kitchen). So
it was in the townships.
During our visits to townships I
felt as if I was sitting in the kitchen
while someone used the bathroom.
I felt as though I was invading some
one's private space. It took time to
understand my feelings, but eventu
ally it hit me: in the townships every
aspect of people's lives is exposed.
Next to nothing separates their private
space from the public domain.
Homes are constructed from mud,
scraps of metal and garbage bags.
Roofs are held in place by rocks, tree

Nelson Mandela's home for 18 of his 26 years in prison, Robben Island in Cape Town is now

limbs and junk. Neighbors live less

a museum that celebrates the lives and spirit of the political prisoners it housed in the past.

than five feet from each other. There
are hardly any doors, much less locks.
In the townships, everything is public.
Unfortunately, if the townships
represent the bathroom in Munro's
image, white South Africa represents
the family member sitting at the
kitchen table pretending not to see
or hear those in the bathroom. In
visiting the townships, we were doing
something unusual - something the
majority of white South Africans had
never done. We were acknowledging
the noises coming from the bathroom
and the people coming in and out.

"WELCOME.
WE SERVE WITH PRIDE."
I'm baffled by the concept of a prison
welcome sign. But I'm more baffled
by the motto. Who's the we? Who's
serving? Who's being served?
Who's proud?
In a normal prison, prisoners are
the bad guys and officers are the good
guys. At Robben Island, things were
different. For decades, Robben Island
served as the home of South Africa's
political prisoners. Mandela spent

1 8 of his 26 years in prison there.
Our last day in Cape Town, we
took a trip to the island and toured
the prison. It looked to me like any
other prison: a complex of bare,
drab, confining sameness. We
walked in and out of cells, reading
narratives written by prisoners who

once lived there, listening to record

at a negative place through a more

ings of their stories, and looking at

positive lens.

exhibits that displayed makeshift

Solving South Africa's problems

chess games, handmade musical in

demands a confrontation with its

struments, work certificates and di

paradox. After 46 years of Apartheid,

plomas. These items provided

South Africa faces a formidable task:

tangible evidence of the prisoners'

to reverse the irreversible.

ingenuity, resourcefulness and spirit,
despite the authorities' attempts to
strip them of dignity and resolve.
Now, as a museum, Robben
Island seeks to celebrate this spirit
of the "heroes" it once imprisoned,
the individuals who sought opportu
nity out of oppression. Once the
embodiment of inhumanity and in
justice, Robben Island now markets
itself as a testament to the strength
of those who fought in the struggle,
and the challenges the nation faces
in its effort to create a new South
Africa -a South Africa that serves
all its people with pride.
In a sense, South Africa today
finds itself attempting a Robben

Karen Guth, a rising

Island makeover. It must find a way

senior, is a religion

to transform past oppression into

major from Greenville.

future opportunity. Unfortunately,
the problems created by Apartheid
are so thoroughly entrenched that
solving them isn't as simple as turn
ing a prison into a museum or looking
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World View

An exhibit of travel photos puts the camera skills
of Furman students on display.

J im Leavell knows a good

that in mind, he made a proposal

photograph when he sees one.

to the art department: Why not

as more than a display of pretty

current and prospective students,

The Herring Professor of Asian

sponsor an exhibit of student

pictures from exotic locales. "I

and it would stimulate interest in

Studies at Furman is an

photographs from Furman-

felt it would encourage students

travel in general. So the benefits

accomplished photographer

related travel experiences?

to take more thoughtful, careful

would extend to many areas."

But Leavell saw the project

photographs on their trips away

for our travel programs among

The following pages feature

whose pictures have graced the

The department responded

pages of Furman magazine and

with enthusiasm, as did students.

from Furman. The idea was to

a representative sample of

other publications.

The exhibit, held March 20-31 in

raise awareness of photographic

photographs from the high-

the hallway gallery of Roe Art

aesthetics at Furman, while

quality exhibit. Perhaps they'll

Furman, he has seen enough

Building, attracted entries from

encouraging students to consider

stir up old memories- or

student photographs to realize

48 students whose travels ranged

the artistic possibilities of their

encourage some readers to

that plenty of undergraduates

from Hoover Dam in Nevada to

efforts," he says. "It would also

pursue new travel opportunities

have a way with a camera. With

a village in Longsheng, China.

serve as a wonderful promotion

of their own.

During his 26 years at

Chris Cox, Untitled. Florence, Italy.

·. �.f
�,�·

/

/

Brink Hinson, The Whipping of Christ. Barcelona, Spain. Taryn Foster, Picture Perfect Tour Group. Toledo, Spain.
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Jenny Fike, Giant Tortoise. Galapagos Islands, Ecuador. Cra ig A. Hunter, Apartheid's Child 2000. KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa.

Katie Hawkins, Un coin medieval. Sarlat, France. H.J. B rathwaite, Untitled. Txi'an, China.
J i l l Landry, Rebuilding Berlin. Berlin, Germany.

13

Nata l i e Baucum, Taking Five. Temple of Heaven, Beijing, China. Caro l i n e Drigg ers, A Young Girl Studies. Countryside near Guilin, China.

Anna K. Cox, Untitled. Orsay Museum, Paris, France. Kevin Futch, Reflection of the Duomo. Florence, Italy.
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A FURMAN EDUCATION PROFESSOR RETURNS TO HIGH SCHOOL TO TEACH- AND LIVES TO TELL THE TALE.

The Department of Education at
Furman is a member of the BellSouth Re
Creating Teacher Education Network. One
of the department's activities associated

education classes, looking at the
professors and thinking that very thought.
Somehow it was easier to ignore the
professors' lessons if they could be
discredited in this fashion.
Time passed quickly, though, and
before I realized it, I was the professor
- and 10 years had passed since I had
taught a high school class. Many things
had changed in that time: standards,
curriculum, use of technology, per
formance assessment, class schedules,
inclusion of students with disabilities,
and measurements of teacher
accountability were all dramatically
different.
I address all of these issues in my
education classes at Furman, where my
specialty is the sciences, and I have
observed many high school teachers over
the last 10 years. But I had not actually
taught high school students under the
same expectations and standards that
today's future teachers will be asked to
meet.
Furman emphasizes engaged
learning, in which we involve our students
in hands-on tasks and activities to
complement their academic work. I began
to feel the need to engage myself and to
return to a high school classroom. To
teach Furman students authentically, I
needed to know what life is like in today's
high schools.

As school began, I was surprised that
I did not feel like a first-year teacher.

with the network is the Forum for

Most beginning teachers are nervous; I

Educational Inquiry, which consists of

certainly was the first time I stepped into

several partner schools- including

a classroom. And at the top of the worry

Travelers Rest High School.

list is classroom management. While I

At a Forum meeting, I was introduced

I remember sitting in my college

a few who were more interested in
computer games than school.

thought about this issue last fall, it did

to Harvey Choplin, the principal at

not dominate my thinking. Perhaps

Travelers Rest. After several talks with

experience, age and having two kids of

him, I floated the idea of teaching an

my own improved my confidence level.

astronomy course at the school. Choplin
warmly welcomed the idea.
Travelers Rest and Furman have often

Instead of trying to micromanage
student behavior, I decided to keep the
rules to a minimum and respond to

partnered in the past. For example,

situations without threats and punish

biology professor Laura Thompson

ments. An example: during a

frequently works with Advanced Placement

conversation with the teacher who

biology students at the school. With the

followed me in the classroom, he asked

approval of Choplin and my department

if I turned the water off at the lab stations

chair, Lesley Quast, I arranged to teach

during class. I said I did. Apparently,

an astronomy course at the school in the

though, some of my students would turn

fall of 1999.

the faucets open all the way, so that when

The course turned out to be a popular
elective.

Instead of one class of 24

students, as we anticipated, we had two
sections of 27 students. Ann Blackwell,

he turned on the water during the next
period, it would spray everywhere.
The next day, to test my students, I
turned the water off before class as usual

a biology teacher at Travelers Rest, taught

- then turned it back on halfway through

the second section.

the period. Chris, standing nearby, jumped

The classes, which consisted mainly

about two feet when the sink next to him

of sophomores and seniors, featured a

sprayed water. The look on his face told

real cross-section of the student body.

the story- "busted."

They included exchange students from

needed to be said, and the water issue

Russia and Great Britain, college-bound

was resolved.

students, vocational students, members

Nothing more

Travelers Rest was the first high

of Future Farmers of America, special

school in Greenville County to implement

needs students with individual education

block scheduling, in which class periods

plans, self-proclaimed "Army brats, " and

are 90 minutes long. The longer periods

A ship in the harbor is safe
... but that's not what
ships were made for.

By Michael Svec

were excellent for lab work and for
supplementing lectures with demon
strations, videos and readings. Daily
activities usually involved some
combination of hands-on work and lecture,
and the students completed several
research projects, such as designing a
lunar colony. As often as possible, we
would try to observe the sky during the
day. The students followed spots on the
sun, traced its path across the sky and
calculated its diameter.
Technology has come a long way in

10 years, and I was able to use PowerPoint
programs to complement my lectures.
The PowerPoint software even allowed
me to incorporate NASA images, some
only a few days old, into my talks. The
students also used PowerPoint for their
presentations.
We accessed the Internet to conduct
research, but using computers in the
classroom was not as easy as I had

Michael Svec, whose specialty is the teaching of science, explains the inner workings
of a celestial sphere to Travelers Rest High School students Mary Heuser and /an
Ramsey.

The sphere is used to demonstrate the relationship of locations on Earth

to objects in the sky.

hoped. The district's Internet connection
was at times unreliable, and the com
petition with the librar y for computer time

more fire drills, bus evacuation drills,

could be intense.

student assemblies and other

But by the end of the

semester we had worked out most of the

interruptions than I remembered.
One of the most valuable aspects of

bumps.
On several occasions the students
visited the observatory at Furman for

Returning to a high school classroom
was an exciting and focusing experience.
I was reminded of the strengths and
weaknesses of the educational system

the experience was working with Ann

and how it works for children and

Blackwell. Each morning before class we

adolescents. The day-to-day work

night observations. My most memorable

would compare notes, discuss strategies

invigorated me and renewed my

experience came as I watched them track

and offer each other support. She was

enthusiasm for teaching. Some days

a setting crescent moon. They were

my connection to the school, reminding

were great and others were resounding

amazed that they could actually see the

me of fire drills, showing me how to

flops, but in the end I suspect I learned

moon move with references to the trees

complete the grade reports and providing

as much as, if not more than, the students

in the foreground.

insight into the students. By comparing

did. I will continue to return to high

student performances on tests and

schools to teach, and I plan to have the

Their reaction surprised me, especially
because we had already studied the

projects, we were able to adjust our

Furman students in my science methods

moon's motion and phases over the

teaching to better meet the students'

class observe me - and then teach by

preceding week. Apparently the classroom

needs.

my side.

work did not convince or impress the
students as much as watching the moon

Too often teachers are isolated from
each other, and it became even clearer

My time at Travelers Rest reminded
me that young people are the reason I

actually move across the sky. It reminded

to me that it is critical, especially for new

work in the field of teacher education.

me of the importance of genuine

teachers, to have a partner and mentor.

was great to get to know these students

Even our more social discussions about

and to earn their respect. While some

experience.

I could teach all day about

It

the phases of the moon and its motior,l,

what sports our children were playing

of the issues they face have changed

but if they had never stopped to look at

helped create a closer connection to each

significantly over the last decade, I believe

the moon before, all my talk and activities

other and to the school.

the heart of the teen-ager remains the

were meaningless.
While my classroom experience was
different than it had been 10 years ago,

There's an inspirational poster that
says, "A ship in the harbor is safe ...
but that's not what ships were made for."

my biggest adjustment was to the school's

My chosen career is to help develop

day-to-day operations. All students and

future teachers who can prepare our

faculty at Travelers Rest wear identification

children to reach their fullest potential.

badges. The large red "You will be towed "

To accomplish this goal, I need to

sign on my windshield reminded me to

leave the safe harbor of academia and

get a parking sticker. I needed to watch

sail the same ocean as the teachers I

how many copies I made because of

help prepare.

same.
It is a good heart, with wonderful
potential.

Michael Svec joined the education faculty
at Furman in 1998. He is a graduate of the
University of Illinois and holds a doctorate
from Indiana University.

budget constraints. There seemed to be
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L oNG BEFORE STUDENT voLUNTEER woRK BECAME A HOT ITEM oN coLLEGE CAMPUSES,
THERE WAS FURMAN'S COLLEGIATE EDUCATIONAL SERVICE CORPS.

Started

34 years ago, when a handful

achievement. Most recently, CESC

1 998 Volunteer of the Year

of students began working in six local

received the

agencies, CESC today involves more than

Award from the South Carolina Health

half of Furman's

2,600 students as regular

volunteers in over

80 Greenville agencies

Care Association for its contributions to
the nursing home industry, and the

1 999

three individuals close to the program to
provide their perspective on its impact and
legacy.
To accompany their reflections we
have included a sampling of photographs,

Outstanding Program Award for private

some of which you may remember from

displaced. Tn the process, it provides a

institutions from the South Carolina

past publications, that represent various

direct link to a world that many Furman

College Personnel Association. Seven

aspects of Service Corps through the years.

students might otherwise never know.

colleges have visited Furman to learn how

We have chosen to use captions sparingly

to establish a similar service program.

and to let as many photos as possible speak

serving children, adults, the sick and the

CESC is volunteerism in its purest
form. Students administer the program,

While thousands of Furman students

for themselves.

which offers no pay or academic credit

have passed through Service Corps, one

just the kind of education that they could

person has remained a constant. Betty

also struck by the remarkable number of

never get in a classroom. By invoking the

Alverson- Miss A- has been the

Service Corps photographs that show

values of respect, kindness and concern

director of CESC since its inception. In

students working one-on-one with others.

for others, Service Corps is an advocate

her caring, no-nonsense way, she has

And we realized anew that this direct,

for justice and human dignity at Furman

provided students a supportive blend of

personal connection serves as the essence

and throughout Greenville County.

direction, encouragement and inspiration.

of CESC -and represents the program's

The program has received much well
deserved recognition. A past winner of the

The conclusion of the

1 999-2000

school year marks the close of Miss A's

South Carolina Governor's Award, CESC

career at Furman- and the end of an era

was also a two-time finalist in the National

both for CESC and for the university. With

Center for Voluntary Action's program

this in mind, we felt it appropriate to take

recognizing volunteer service and

a retrospective look at CESC, and to ask

While reviewing our files, we were

true, enduring value.

- Jim Stewart
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Las

The words of the CESC code guided

vol unteered to tutor, mentor,

many Tuesday nights during our

me almost 30 years ago. They still

supervise, or just be a caring

freshman year listening to

guide me today. They come from

presence to those in n eed.

a visionary who continues to have

hot line. We were never sure if we

a huge impact on my life - Betty

the belief that service to others was

were being effective, but we were

Alverson .

sacred and holy work, and that all

willing to learn and to keep trying.

Betty believed that I could

of us could make a difference. So,

Since then, we have stayed

change the world. This was not

standing in the White House and

some whimsical belief but a passion

talking with the First Lady was not

daughter, Kelsey, when she was a

that has been passed on to

such a daunting endeavor. Betty

baby. Polly is a supervisor of Child

hu ndreds of Furman students over

taught me that anything is possible,

and Family Services for TREND, a

the past three decades.

and that there were no limits when

social services agency in western

it came to human need.

North Carolina, where she works

Let me give you one tangible
example of how powerful that

Those experiences continue

20

belief has bee n . In February 1 973,

with m e to this day. For over

I joined the other co-chair of Service

years, I have worked with people

connected. I christened her

passionately and diligently to bring
emotional, psychological and
physical services to that area.

Corps, Chris Tyler (now Chris Harrill),

and com m unities as an Episcopal

in the White House, talking with

priest and licensed clinical social

CESC two years after me. He is

Pat Nixon, the First Lady of the

worker, helping individuals and

now a clinical psychologist and

United States!

parishes to heal and be visionaries

corporate consultant, working

in their own families and in the

primarily to help those in the legal

Washington because CESC was one

world. Recently, I have been

world become effective agents for

of four finalists for a n ational

developing a "play practice" which

change. He lives just up the road

award from the National Center

will help people get in touch with

from me in Maryland, and we get

for Volu n tary Action . We had

their creativity, playfulness and

together regularly for f u n and

Chris and I had been flown to

David Coleman was co-chair of

applied for the award for very

spirituality- a sort of "May Day

fellowship. We have always

practical reasons (one of Betty's

Play Day" in the corporate world.

supported one another to clarify

pearls of wisdom was: "Keep your

My faith and hopefulness continue

our own vision and mission in the

eye on the vision, but take care of

to grow from the seeds that were

world, and help each other claim

the n uts and bolts."). We needed

planted 30 years ago.

our gifts to serve our com m u n ities.

$5,000 that went with the

Two of my dearest friends

award to help maintain the convoy

today are ones that I met through

of donated vehicles that carried

CESC. Polly Penland and I spent

the

students to the sites where they

20

desperate souls on a drug-abuse

Betty taught and embodied

Betty believed that we - that
I- could change the world. Since

To celebrate the 15th anniversary of CESC, alumni
presented a quilt and scrapbook to Betty Alverson.

then, I have been tryin g to live up
to that belief and to pass it on to
others.
One of the quiet but effective
qualities that Miss A modeled was
to empower others. She was
always behind the scenes,
encouraging and pushing us to
reach our potential. She did much
of the groundwork to insure
success and graciously allowed us
to receive the recognition and
thanks. This was not done in any
kind of sacrificial man ner. She just
believed that there was enough to
go around for everyone.
She also believed in me, and
CESC allowed me to turn that belief
into a reality that makes a
difference. For her and for my
con nection with Service Corps, I
conti n u e to be deeply grateful.

- Will Thompson '74
Will (Bill) Thompson was co-chair
of CESC in 1972-73. He is an
Episcopal priest at The Church of
St. Clement in Alexandria, Va.
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Trustee A/ester G. Furman Ill (right) and Joe Vaughn '68 (now
deceased) worked on a Habitat for Humanity project in 1990.

Th

Some things are difficult, if not

this understanding into the hearts

touching their lives in a very

impossible, to measure, especially

and minds of Furman students

meaningful way.

when they involve feelings,

and because of their efforts,

attitudes and thoughts. How do

Greenville is a better place.

you quantify something so

just a little better, a little more

personal? You can't put it on a

in a few simple words: "It has made

caring. It has truly enhanced the

scale. You can't draw a chart.

all of us better people." When

lives of many who thought, "Does

students go into the community

anybody care?"

What you can do is "sense" it.
I am talking about the life of
Betty Alverson and her con

and teach young and old to read,

-Max Heller

when they assist with the sick,

tributions to thousands of Furman

when they play with children in

students- and especially to the

parks, and when they tenderly care

lives of so many people in

for those who cannot care for

Greenville, a member of the

Greenville who have had the good

themselves, they receive as much

Furman board of trustees and a
longtime supporter of CESC.

fortune to know the wonderful

as they give. When they offer

group of young people who

others hope, they have that same

comprise the Collegiate

hope for themselves.

Educational Service Corps. Over

And the remarkable thing

the last 34 years, these students

about Service Corps is that so many

have become deeply involved with

of those involved during their

the Greenville community and with

student days continue to work for

people who needed to believe that

others after leaving Furman.

the world has not forgotten them.
It was and is Service Corps that

Today, when society is so
caught up in technology, when we

remembers them daily and gives

often spend our days talking to

them hope and care.

recordings, pushing buttons,

At the heart of Service Corps
stands Betty Alverson- Miss A.
Betty has always believed that

e-mailing and relying on infor
mation fed into machines, we have
a tendency to forget about people.

people are good and that there is

Programs like CESC insure that

something decent and caring in all

people are not forgotten by

of us. She has been able to instill

22

CESC's impact can be expressed

Under the guidar,ce of Betty
Alverson, CESC has made all of us

Max Heller is a former mayor of

CESC has trul

enhanced the ives
of many who
thought-> ''Do
anybody care ��
..... �

When Betty Alverson received the first Chi/es-Harrill Award
in 1998, she shared the podium with Max Heller, who received
the Bell Tower Award.
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Many cannot believe that
college students could run such
an extensive volunteer program.
Further� they cannot comprehend
that so many students volunteer
their time t out it eing a
graduation requirement or
scholarship stipulation .
·

The

•

During the sum mer of

•
1 998, as

all 80 of the CESC programs in an

renovated, it was not uncom mon

effort to reassess the needs of our

to see bulldozers in the PalaDen,

community. Each week we met

jackhammers in the stairwell and

with leaders of different agenc ies.

rainwater dripping from the

What resulted was an over

ceiling.

whelm ing look at the compelling

In the m i dst of this chaos, I
helped to prepare Collegiate
Educational Service Corps for the

and diverse needs of the Greenville
com m unity.
I cannot begin to express all

1 998-99 school year. Each day

that I learned from these visits. I

construction crews worked around

was touched by the stories of how

us, tearing down old, worn, brown

Furman students had made such a

and orange rooms to make space

large i m pact as volunteers. At

for sleek new purple and teal

agency after agency, social workers,

offices. As the physical structure

m i nisters and nurses expressed

of the student center changed

thanks for the decades of service

around us, the one constant in the

CESC had provided. The com

building, new and old, was Betty

munity's respect for CESC and

Alverson - a woman affectionately

Miss A was inspiring.

known as Miss A.
When I was a prospect ive
student, CESC had attracted me to

I was amazed by the wide
variety of people that CESC
reached. During my time at

Furman. I quickly met Miss A as a

Furman, I had been involved with

freshman in 1 995, and I signed up

only a few CESC programs.

as a CESC volunteer. I participated

Suddenly, I was overwhel med by

in the Book Buddy program for

the im mense needs of the com

three years and grew to understand

munity. There were so many

and appreciate the structure and

worthwh ile causes. Where had I

organizat ion of CESC.

been? What had I been doing?

During the summer of 1 998,
however, I came to understand
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June, Miss A and I decided to visit

Watkins Student Center was being

Help was so desperately needed at
community centers, hospitals,

what was really at the heart of the

schools, nursing homes, soup

program . At the beginning of

kitchens, animal shelters and adult

group homes. I wished that all
Furman students could have seen
all that needed to be done.
At that ti me, I realized that
Miss A was one of the few people
to know and understand this "big
picture . " She knew that one
person could not do it all, but that
as a team each problem could be
addressed. I quickly realized how
i mportant Miss A was to this
organization that she had nurtured
for so many years. She was the
v ision, the motivator, the
encourager. She kept the
organizat ion from becoming
stagnant by encouraging us to
reach out to new areas and to
address different needs.
CESC was Miss A:s child. She
helped it grow from a handful of
volunteers and agencies to a large,
healthy organization of well over
1 ,000 students. She was there not
to hold the students up, but to
catch them in case they fell. When
it would have been easier to step
in and have professional Furman
personnel run the program, Miss A
helped to keep the leadership and
responsibility in the hands of the
students.

Roosevelt Richardson (right), longtime student center custodian, was a strong
supporter of CESC and worked closely with many students, among them Frank
Granger '8 1. When Richardson died, several CESC alumni served as pallbearers
at his funeral.

As a Furman graduate, I talk
about CESC to people I meet. Many

should take the blessi ngs we have
been given and share them with

can not believe that college

someone else, by pass i n g on our

students could r u n such a n

compassion, concern and love.

extensive volu n teer program.
Further, they can not comprehend

In my new life as a m iddle
school teacher, I u n derstand this

that so many students volunteer

perspect ive. I do not hope for my

their time without it bei n g a

students to come back years from

graduation requirement or

now and try to repay me for what

scholarship stipulation.
When they ask how this could
be true in a world where self

I have taught them. Instead, I want
to i nstill in them a desire to help
those in need. I hope that they

service is often the only k i n d of

will go out i nto the world to care

service, I tell them about a woman

for others.

with such a large heart that those
around her can not help but share

Cultivat i n g this desire is my
tribute to Miss A. In much the same

in her joy. Miss 1'\s compassion,

way she gave her life to the

warmth a n d love encouraged us

students of Furman University and

to lend a n outstretched h a n d .

the people of the Greenville

Nevertheless, there comes a

com m u n ity, we now m ust look

t i m e when parents m ust let go of

forward and give our lives to

their children a n d let them

others.

con t i n ue on by themselves.

- Sarah Blosser '99

Although t h i s time has come for
Miss A, she will rem a i n the
i nspiration and vision beh i nd the
progra m . Her contributions to
Furman students, faculty and staff
have been so tremendous that a n

Sarah Blosser was co-chair of CESC
in 1998-99. She teaches
mathematics at Augusta (Ga.)
Preparatory Day School.

attempt to repay her or give her
tribute seems almost impossible.
Miss A. however, does not want us
to give back to her. Instead, we

This spring, CESC alumni sponsored
a drive to build a Habitat house
in honor of Betty Alverson.
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Garrison, Staton, Daniels
receive maj or honors
T

Cecil Staton received the first Richard Furman Baptist Heritage
Award; Carol Daniels is this year's Chiles-Harrill recipient.

hree alumni, including one longtime

member of the student services staff,
received special honors at the annual
Founders Day convocation April
Junius H. Ganison, Jr.

1 2.

'49, a prominent

Since

Way, the Chamber of Commerce and the

1 99 1 , Staton has provided dis

tinguished leadership to Mercer University

County Development Board.
The award recognized his years of
service and dedication to Furman and to

Press, which now publishes more than

40

scholarly books a year in Southern history,

the Greenville community, his "foresight,

theology and philosophy. An associate

wisdom and wise counsel, " his distin

provost at Mercer, he also assists faculty

and steadfast supporter of Furman, received

guished achievements in business and his

in their research and publishing endeavors.

the Bell Tower Award posthumously. The

"insistence on excellence in all that he did. "

Greenville business and community leader

Bell Tower Award, the highest honor

Cecil P. Staton, Jr., a

1 980 Furman

Carol Daniels, coordinator of student
services at Furman, received the Chiles

Furman can bestow other than an honorary

graduate and head of Mercer University

Harrill Award. Named for former admin

degree, is awarded by the board of trustees

Press, was named the first recipient of the

istrators Marguerite Chiles and Ernest

for exceptional achievement and meritori

Richard Furman Baptist Heritage Award.

Harrill, the award recognizes a member of

ous service to the university.

This annual award will recognize a Furman

the Furman faculty or staff who has made

Garrison, who died April 1 , was a

graduate who reflects Baptist ideals by

substantial contributions to the lives of

former president of the Alumni Association,

"thinking critically, living compassionately

students.

a lifetime member of the Advisory Council

and making life-changing commitments. "

and a volunteer leader during several of

Staton earned Master of Divinity and

Daniels joined the Furman staff in

1 972. A graduate of Spartanburg Methodist

the university's capital campaigns. As

Master of Theology degrees from South

College, she earned a degree from Furman

president of the Furman Company, a

eastern Baptist T heological Seminary and

in

leading real estate firm, he made significant

a Doctor of Philosophy degree from the

advises student publications, coordinates

1 982. She oversees freshman orientation,

contributions to the development of Green

University of Oxford, England. In

ville and the surrounding area. He was

he directed the establishment of Smyth &

president of the Greenville Rotary Club,

Helwys Publishing, Inc., which annually

the Greenville Symphony Association and

produces more than

the Vocational Rehabilitation Workshop,

Christian educational resources for churches

Eastman Kodak Company, returned to cam

and he served on the boards of such groups

in the United States, Canada and Europe.

pus to deliver the convocation address.

as the American Heart Association, United

1 990,

30 books and 90

the University Disciplinary Committee and
advises sororities and fraternities.
Carl F. Kohrt, Jr.

' 65, executive vice

president and chief technical officer of

$ 2 00,000

gift s u p ports Ri ley Scholars program

J

ohn I . Smith Charities, Inc., of
Greenville has provided Furman with
a $200,000 gift that will support the
Richard W. Riley Institute of
Government, Politics and Public
Leadership.
The gift will provide endowed
scholarships for the Riley Scholars
program. The institute, which was
established in the fall of 1 999, is
named in honor of Riley, a 1 954
Furman graduate who serves as the
U. S. Secretary of Education.
The Riley Scholars program
provides scholarships for junior and
senior poljtical science majors who
excel academically and are active
participants in the department's
programs. In addition to providing
scholarshjps for students, the Riley
Institute will bring nationally
recognized speakers to campus and
create an endowment that will fund

Rich;;a w. Riley
INST IT UTE OF
GOVERNMENT, POLITICS
AND PUBLIC LEADERSHIP

AT FURMAN UNIVERSITY

stipends for teaching associates,
research associates and student
internships.
John I. Smith Charities was
established in 1 985 by Smith, a
Greenville business and civic leader.
He died in August of 1 986 at the age
of 83.

D e n i s o n n a med to USA Today A ll-Sta r tea m
inger Denison wants people to realize
she's just a typical college student. But given
her track record, that isn't as easy as one
might think.
After all, i n one 48-hour period last
year, Denison walked away with three
prestigious scholarships: the Truman,
Goldwater and Beckman. The awards were
worth a combined total of more than $50,000.
Then this winter, the vibrant senior from
Greensboro, N .C., earned another major
distinction: she was named to the USA Today
All-Star Academic First Team. As one of only
20 college students in the country to receive
the honor, she traveled to New York for a
luncheon honoring the team - and to pick
up the $2, 500 award each member received.
When asked to discuss her experiences
in New York, she shared some lighthearted
details of the trip. "One nig ht, 10 of the
top 20 students in America met in the hotel
to hang out," she says. "If any random
person had entered, we would have resembled
another group of rowdy college kids, nothing
more."
Denison, who graduated in May with a
degree in chemistry, says she enjoys the
opportunity to represent Furman because she
loves the university. But she admits to
occasionally feeling ill at ease because of all
the attention her honors have brought her.
For example, most college students do
not feel obligated to justify making a C on

was a pleasure to h ave me in his class. I
then felt as though I had to justify a test
grade by telling him I was taking the course
pass/fail."
Still, Denison seems to have adjusted
to others' high expectations of her and
describes herself as "a regular shoe." More
significantly, she is both grateful for and
humbled by her run of recognition.
"It has been inspirational to be classified
with such a mazing people of various
nationalities," she says. "On a personal level
it's given me more confidence."
After earning her Ph.D. in environmental
chemistry, Denison hopes to work for the
government to develop environmental laws
and regulations. As far as graduate school,
she was initially torn between the University
of North Carolina and Indiana University
before finally settli ng on Indiana.
And judging from her achievements at
Furman, it's a safe bet that Ginger Denison
will be a success.
- Lori Helms
The author; a junior from Goose Creek, 5. C. ,
interned in the Office of Marketing and Public
Relations during spring term.

a test - but she did. "I don't want to be
labeled as 'the Truman Scholar,"' she says,
"but on the first day of one class a professor
said he'd read about me in the paper and it
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Furman reports

The Gospel Ensemble's spirited
performances have garnered
rave reviews. Director
Gwendolyn Johnson (below)
credits the infectious spirit of
the music.

WENDOLYN JOHNSON Is FOND OF
RECOUNTING HER FIRST PRACTICE SESSION
W ITH THE FURMAN UNIVERSITY GOSPEL

About Us, " will be available later this year.
Johnson, who formed her first gospel
group in

ENSEMBLE.

The year was

television program. Its first CD, "It's Not

1 994 and Johnson, a

Clemson native and human resources
coordinator for the Department of Trans
portation in Greenville, had just been named

1 983 at the age of 1 6, credits God,

youthful energy and the music for the
ensemble's rise in popularity.
"Other students began to see that we
were having fun on the stage, and they

director of the I S -member singing group.

wanted to be a part of that, " says Johnson.

"They had a lot of individual talent but

"We perform with such enthusiasm that it

lacked unity, " says Johnson, who likens

is contagious to both the audience and other

the ensemble 's development to a sports

students. The music has a spirit that's

squad. "They needed someone to help

infectious."

them work as a team. "
If the ensemble were indeed a sports

While the ensemble's soulful, hand
clapping music is rooted in African

team, then Johnson's office should be

American culture, the group attracts stu

adorned with more than a few coaching

dents of all races to its ranks. "One of our

accolades. For during the past six years

greatest strengths is our diversity, " says

the group has grown into a chorus of more

Johnson. "It has been a real blessing for

1 00 members, and in the process has

me to watch the choir develop and grow. "

become one of Furman's largest and most

Robyn Brewer, a junior biology major

than

diverse student groups.
The Gospel Ensemble's reputation and
popularity have risen with its numbers. Its

and president of the group, says, "As a
freshman I went to my first ensemble meet
ing and was really surprised. 1 thought I

joyful sound and enthusiastic style have

was in the wrong place. About half the

raised its profile and drawn many requests

people there were white.

for performances from local churches and

"But the music isn't about color. It's

civic groups. In fact, the group is becoming

about praise and worship. As a group we

so well known that it now declines more

have a lot of spirit, perform upbeat songs

invitations than it accepts.

and have a good time. Our audiences seem

A selection of the ensemble's
petformances has been aired on "The
Challenger's Gospel Time, " a local

to enjoy it, too."
To Brewer and the other singers,
though, the ensemble is more than a group

of musicians. It is a second family. Before
rehearsals, the students often pray or read
B ible verses together.
Rehearsals are held once a week in the
Nan Trammell Herring Music Pavilion,
and the music offers relief from the daily
grind of papers, studying and exams.
"I don't go to church at Furman,
so this is my church, " says sophomore
Gretchen Dietrich. "This music is uplifting.
It energizes me. I feel good when I
leave here."

- John Roberts

H ICKEN N A M E D STATE'S
TO P BAN D DIRECTO R

Benefactors Circle to honor major donors
t
e board of trustees has voted to create

L

es Hicken, director of bands at
Furman, has been named the Band
Director of the Year by the South
Carolina chapter of Phi Beta M u, an
international fraternity of band
directors.
It is a distinct honor for Hicken.
Phi Beta Mu's South Carolina chapter
consists largely of high school band
directors, and there are only eight
college band directors in South
Carolina.
Hicken, who has been at Furman
since 1993, conducts the Wind
Ensemble, Symphonic Band, Marching
Band and Basketball Band, and
teaches instrumental conducting and
music education. Before coming to
Furman, he was director of bands at
Youngstown State University.
A graduate of the Eastman
School of Music, Hicken earned his
doctorate at Indiana University. He
serves as artistic director of the
Carolina Youth Symphony and
director of Furman's Summer
Lakeside Concert series. H e will
travel to Brazil next fall, where he
will teach instrumental music in the
local schools.

founder of the university. The statue will

a special area on campus that will honor

include quotes from Furman and his son,

the university's major donors.

James Clement Furman, the university's

Benefactors Circle, which will serve

first president. Surrounding the statue

as a "dignified and lasting tribute to

will be a brick plaza with concentric bands

benefactors" of Furman, will be located

of granite engraved with the names of

adjacent to Cherrydale (the Alumni House)

donors who have participated at the

and the p;oposed Younts Conference

highest levels of giving in Furman's history.
Sculptor Maria Kirby-Smith of Camden,

Center, on the hill overlooking the
university's tennis and track complexes.

S.C., has been commissioned to create the

At the center of Benefactors Circle

statue. The project is expected to be

will be a statue of Richard Furman, the

completed within the next two years.
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Center for Habitat Earth focuses on

environment
W

ith concern for environmental issues growing among college students, the Furman

faculty has approved the establishment of a concentration in Environmental Studies.
The capstone course of the concentration, "Environment and Society," will be
offered during the spring term of

2001 and will be team-taught by professors from

the biology and political science departments. In addition to the capstone course,
students enrolled in the concentration must complete a class in Environmental Science
and three additional courses, one each from the divisions of humanities, social
sciences and natural sciences.
The university also offers concentrations in Latin American Studies, Women's
Studies and Classical Studies.

A $200,000 music scholarship fund
has been created at Furman in
memory of a graduate who studied
violin at the university more than
60 years ago.
The scholarship fund was
established by the family of the late
Mildred Perkins Morrison, who
graduated from Greenville Womans
College (which later merged with
Furman) in 1939 with a degree in
music. The university expects to
award the first Mildred Perkins
Morrison Violin Scholarship this fall.
The daughter of J.T. Perkins of
Chester, S.C., Mildred Perkins
Morrison performed with the
Greenville Symphony Orchestra. She
also attended graduate school at the
J uilliard School of Music. She
married Norman Morrison during
World War II, and the couple later
lived in Hartford, Conn., and
Owatonna, Minn. She died in 1 9 5 7.

The adoption of the concentration represents one of four initiatives for the
university's new Center for Habitat Earth. Another initiative focuses on environmental
research.
"The earth and environmental sciences department, biology department and
chemistry department have created the most successful interdisciplinary research
program in Furman's history," says biology professor Wade Worthen. "Grants from
the National Science Foundation, the Environmental Protection Agency, state agencies
and local citizen's groups are supporting a study of the effects of different land-use
patterns on water chemistry and water quality in Upstate rivers. This project is
providing our students with an incredible interdisciplinary research experience."
The Center for Habitat Earth is also working to develop an "Environmental
House, " an environmentally friendly living space in which students will measure
their energy use. As a pilot project, a university cottage on the north side of the
Furman lake will be retrofitted with resource-saving components such as insulation,
energy-efficient lighting and low-flow water fixtures.

Students living in the facility

will commit to recycling and energy conservation.
In the future, Worthen envisions a new, larger structure populated by students
enrolled in the Environmental Studies concentration. The students will apply lessons
from class to their daily lives and will contribute a portion of the cost savings to the
environmental charity of their choice.
The Center for Habitat Earth is also developing plans to create a "theme" term
at Furman that would focus on environmental issues. Noted speakers, authors and
environmentalists would take part in symposia, lecture series and round-table
discussions throughout the term.
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Furman received a record number of
applications from prospective
students.
As of late March, the university
had received 3 , 589 applications
(3,504 freshmen and 85 transfers)
for the 2000-2001 academic year.
Furman expects to enroll
approximately 690 freshmen when
the new year begins in September.
According to Woody O'Cain,
director of admissions, Furman could
receive as many as 3, 700 total
applications before school starts i n
t h e fall. Last year's applicant pool
totaled 3,340.
Furman set its previous record
of 3,410 in 1 998. U ndergraduate
enrollment is approximately 2,600
students.
O'Cain said that this year's
applicant pool represents 48 states
and 29 countries, with nearly 70
percent of the applicants ranking in
the top 10 percent of their high
school classes. Applications from
minority students are up 10 percent.
According to O'Cain, the increase
in applications was fueled by new
facilities and programs on campus,
by a stronger recruiting effort in
such areas as Texas, Virginia and
Ten nessee, and by an aggressive
marketing strategy that is drawing
more prospective students to the
campus for visits.

(Oxford Press) is a book about science,
sociology, and an i ntrospective and
gifted scientist who shares his thoughts
about one of the great discoveries of
our age - the laser.
Townes, a 1935 Furman graduate,
traces his journey from the small-town
rural life of Greenville to the University
of California, where today he is
University Professor of Physics
Emeritus. He points to the i nfluence
of his parents, who encouraged an
interest in nature and felt that Furman
"was a good place to be."
After Furman, Townes attended
graduate school at Duke University,
then at Cal Tech. He then spent eight
years ( 1939-47) with Bell Telephone
Laboratories working on the
development of radar, which proved
to be excellent preparation for his
future work.
The most i nteresti ng part of
Townes' story is the recounting of his
lab experiences, and his i nteraction
with others, which led him to the
maser and ultimately to the laser.
While describing his idea for the maser,
he tells of a visit to Washington, D.C.,
to form a committee for the Navy,
which wanted Townes and other
scientists to study the problem of
producing electromagnetic waves at
the mi llimeter wavelength.
Townes awoke early on the
morning the com mittee was to meet
- April 26, 1951 - and went out to
a deserted bench among the azaleas
near Fran klin Park. There he puzzled
over the committee's lack of ideas.
As he pondered the problems of making
tiny electron resonator tubes, he
suddenly thought that perhaps there
was some physical mechanism
i nvolving solids or molecules that
could be used to produce wavelengths
in the millimeter range.
Townes was thinking of the second
law of thermodynamics - and its
i m plications. He writes that "the key
revelation came i n a rush : Now, wait
a minute! The second law of
thermodynamics assumes thermal
equilibrium; but that doesn't really
have to apply! There is a way to twist
nature a bit. . . . If one were, somehow,
to have a collection entirely of excited
molecules, then, in principle, there
would be no limit to the a mount of
energy obtainable. The greater the

density of excited atoms or molecules,
and the longer the distance through
them that the radiation wave goes,
the more photons it would pick up and
the stronger it would get."
Townes wrote a preliminary
analysis of his idea on the back of an
envelope and went off to the meeting.
Later, at his laboratory at Columbia
University, he and his co-workers put
together the first maser, which
generates copious amounts of power
through microwave amplification by
stimulated emission of radiation.
The book reviews Townes' efforts
which led to the invention of the maser
and later to the development of the
laser. And he recounts, in candid
fashion, the legal controversy that
arose after the development of the
laser in a chapter titled "The Patent
Game."
In his concluding chapter, he
quotes biochemist Albert Szent-Gyorgi:
"Discovery is seeing what everybody
else has seen, and thinking what
nobody else h as thoug ht." Townes
goes on to say, "The laser discovery
seems to fit this image: it is built
upon ideas that were long known, at
least to some. Yet the ideas had to
be assembled in a novel way and the
value of doi ng that had to be
recog nized."
This book captures the reader's
interest from start to finish. It seems
almost understated - modest and not
given to grand claims, much like the
author - but the im port of what
Townes achieved comes across clearly.
The laser: so practical and useful a
device, yet it captures the imagination
in terms of potential and is almost
science fiction-li ke i n nature.
- William H. Brantley
Professor of Physics

Book examines music's sacramental potential
T

o have a colleague - and kindred spirit

- with the depth and breadth of talent,
intellect, devotion and sensitivity as Albert
Blackwell is a rare honor. For that

verbalize our musical experiences in the
interest of fuller appreciation."
It is this sincere aim which dominates
his study and which should provide comfort

colleague to teach in another discipline

and support to the musical pilgrims who

(Furman's Department of Religion) yet

struggle with the issues of quality, taste

write so insightfully and accurately about

and propriety in worship. In speaking of

issues of great musical complexity,

music's sacramental potential - the major

especially in our day of sub-disciplines

theme of the book - Blackwell believes

and sub-sub-disciplines, makes the honor

that "If we are to enjoy music's fullest

even more precious.

sacramental potential, we must compose,

Blackwell's new book, The Sacred in

play, sing and listen for reasons of musical

The Sac red
in Mu sic

value, as we must assemble, pray, praise,

�

a careful study of historical, theological,

and live virtuously for reasons of religious

Albert L. Blackwell

philosophical, musical, mathematical,

value."

Music (Westminster John Knox Press), is

mystical, acoustical, social and personal

Blackwell puts the reader in touch

perspectives on the often discussed but

with the thoughts and experiences of those

seldom defined issue stated in the book's

who have grappled with these issues in

title. It is a significant and welcome

their own times and places, quoting such

addition to the field of serious inquiry

seekers as St. Augustine, Aristotle, Luther,

into the nature of music's role in

Calvin, Barth, Kandinsky, Schleiermacher

communicating the divine and in

and, happily, Simone Weil. Weil's

communing with the Divine.

statements, in particular, are stunning

Moving from an introduction which

and challenging in their breadth of

states that "Others besides myself have

perception. Her thought-provoking idea

noted the relative neglect of music in the

of beauty as "the real presence of God in

study of religion," Blackwell sets out to

matter" and of experiencing beauty as "a

write " . . . a work of theological

sacrament in the full sense of the word"

interpretation in a musical mode." The

gives encouragement to those seeking

musical mode is well-defined and well

divine revelation and communion through

tuned by his engaging style and sharp,

the arts.

insightful comments, and it is enhanced

Blackwell also examines how music

by carefully chosen quotes from biblical

has been perceived, used and misused

and historical figures and from con

throughout the history of the church.

temporary critics, philosophers and

Indeed, music's mystical power to move

theologians.

the heart and mind is a truth that has

Blackwell recognizes that creative

been alternately embraced and feared by

tension exists between those musicians

the church. Placed in the context of "The

who believe that the performance of music

Fall," Blackwell's section on "Christian

speaks for itself and that verbalization in

Ambivalence toward Music" brings the

advocating its value actually diminishes

thoughts of Augustine into modern focus

its import, and those who feel compelled

and explores a topic he calls "Music's Dark

to explain every facet of the musical art.

Resources," which includes a brief

He speaks directly to this issue: "We

discourse on "grunge rock."

might ask, Why speak of music at all?
Why not let music speak for itself,

Though grounded in fact and reference,
the book is not without opinion and

with its own grammar and in its own

passion. Especially appealing and revealing

vocabularies? My answer is that we speak

is Blackwell's confession, shared by many

of music precisely because verbal language

tradition-oriented church musicians, of

is too inestimably important in articulating

his aversion to contemporary Christian

and interpreting our experiences . . . . We

music. He says, "

•

•

•

distressing indications to me that I am
part of a fallen world is the fact that
among the music I most dislike is music
that is most insistent in its claims to be
Christian. Contemporary Christian music
tries too hard to engender the feelings
and convictions it harbours. {It) merely
skims effects off more substantial music
and more profound texts." He quickly
cautions those whose heads are nodding
in agreement of the "risk in such scornful
opinions as these." And he warns that
there is but a small degree of difference
between righteous indignation and self
righteousness.
He also reveals his love for the music
of Bach, Brahms and especially Mozart.
In his "Codetta" he recounts the often
quoted passage of Karl Barth in which
Barth surmises that when the angels "are
engaged in the praise of God," they play
Bach. When they play for themselves they
play Mozart, "and that then, indeed, the
dear God listens to them with special
pleasure."
I recommend The Sacred in Music to
all who believe that intellect and inquiry
ennoble and enhance the mystical and the
holy, and especially to those church
musicians who are committed to singing
with spirit and understanding.
- William Thomas
Chair, Department of Music

one of the most
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(Pantheon, 1999). Incorporating

taste pops up when the imagi
nation dies." When you read
Tis, the air will not be so thick
with good taste that you will in

i ntriguing details from biology,
anthropology, politics, psychol
ogy and literature, H rdy, a

any way feel suffocated.
His writing about the world
of academe is so apt that it

renowned student of primate

hurts as we "corner a half-acre
of human knowledge . . . build
a fence around it. Decorate the
fence with footnotes and bibli
ographies."

which tried Galileo for heresy,
Sobel has humanized an exciting
chapter in the history of science.

Sarah B laffer Hrdy,

Mother

Nature: A History of Mothers,
Infants, and Natural Selection

behavior, offers a thoroughly
researched and engaging story,
from an evolutionary perspec
tive, that both explains and

sequestered Suor Maria Celeste.
Contrasti ng the sheltered
world of the convent with the
larger Roman Catholic world

- Marian Strobel, History

celebrates human mothers. What
do potential mothers value in
their mates? Why are human

McCourt's books are master
pieces because of his artistry as

Ha Jin, Waiting ( Pantheon,
1999). Ha Jin is a native of

a raconteur and because of his

babies so fat com pared with

insight into human nature. We

other primate babies? Why do
female humans - as opposed
to females of other species become sterile (at menopause)
decades before they die? Why

understand his understanding
and, as he says, when that light
fades, "we smile at each other
like travelers returned."

China who moved to the United
States in 1985. His novel, which
won the National Book Award,
tells the story of Lin Kong, a
physician torn between two

might a stepfather be worse for
a mother's offspring than no

- Tom Cloer, Education

Dava Sobel,

Galiteo's Daughter;

RECENT BOOKS BY ALUMNI

Mart G. Baldwin, Jr. '53, Drifting
(Wolfhound Press,
1999). Accordi ng to the

the River

Hendersonville (N.c.)

Times

Baldwin's latest book is
a collection of true outdoor sto

News,

ries that covers over 50 years
and spans the South, "from the
Outer Banks in North Carolina
to the Coosa River in Alabama."
The newspaper adds, "This is
not a book solely for outdoors
men, but for anyone who enjoys
a good read."

women and the conflicti ng val

Baldwin is also the author
of a mystery, Kill the Benefactor,
and A Busy Day in Loafer's Glory,
a travel book.

ues they represent. Shuyu, the
uneducated but devoted wife
chosen for him by his fami ly,
lives in a remote rural province.

Robert Whitlow '76, The List
(Word Publishing, 2000). The
debut novel from the author, an

mate at all? These are but a
few of the questions Hrdy

A Historical Memoir of Sdence,

addresses.

pany, 1999). Sobel, the author
of the acclaimed Longitude, has
produced a fascinating dual bi
ography of astronomer Gali leo

Every summer Lin journeys home
from the city to ask her for the
divorce that will enable him to
marry Mannu Wu, the sophisti
cated woman with whom he

attorney i n Charlotte, N.C., is
the story of Renny Jacobson, a
young lawyer who receives a
mysterious inheritance upon the
sudden death of his father. The

Galilei and his beloved i llegiti
mate daug hter. Realizing that

works, but with whom he cannot
live because the Communist gov

his daughter would have limited
marriage opportunities, Gali leo

ernment punishes adultery.

novel revolves around how
Jacobson deals with the value
- and the power - of his

early placed her in a convent
where she became known as Suor
Maria Celeste. The bulk of the

between these characters is both
touching and funny, as it offers

Although 541 pages long,
this book is so accessible that
reading any two or three pages
at random is richly rewarding,
partly because Hrdy i ncludes
scientific data and personal ex
periences with her own children.
- John Batson, Psychology

Fra n k McCourt,

Tis: A Memoir

(Scribner, 1999). If you thought
the language, "the excitement"
and other aspects of Fra n k
McCourt's Angela's Ashes were a
little too risque, you ought to
encounter his new book, Tis.
McCourt himself says that "good
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and religious intrigues of
seventeenth-century Italy, and
the amazing competence of the

Faith, and Love

(Walker & Com

book is based on a series of
letters that she sent her father.
Through them, the reader comes
to understand the scientific dis
coveries of Galileo, the political

The story of the interaction

insights into both the struggles
of the human heart and the
struggles of a changing nation.
- Willard Pate, English

i n heritance, and how he is
delivered from its clutches.
Accordi ng to the publisher,
Whitlow writes "with a genuine
passion that entertains while
i ntegrating the truth of God."

Digging up the past
Furman students, facu lty tackle excavatio n project
As part of his exploration of the
history of Simpsonville, S.C., for a
book he is writing to celebrate the
town's centennial, Steve Richardson
has spent hours poring over old maps
and land deeds.
During one of his research
sessions, Richardson, a Furman
reference librarian, was able to
pinpoint the site of the former home
of Peter Simpson, a blacksmith for
whom the Greenville suburb is
named.
Simpson, Richardson learned,
set up shop just a few hundred yards
from the present-day tower clock, a
landmark in the town. From 1838
until his death in 1847, Simpson's
shop, situated near a wagon trail
connecting Augusta, Ga., and
Columbia, S.C., to the North Carolina
mountains, was a popular resting
place and watering hole for weary
wagon travelers and herd-driving
farmers. Richardson also learned
that the land surrounding "Simpson's
Place," which later became known
as Simpsonville, was probably
inhabited by Native Americans.
"The wagon trail near Simpson's
Place predated white settlers and
was used by Native Americans," says
Richardson, a 1977 Furman graduate
whose ancestors were among the
first to settle in the Upstate during
the late 1 7 00s. The publication of
his 300-page book, Village Past, A
History of Simpsonville, will coincide
with the town's centennial cele
bration next year.
Richardson discovered that some
of Simpson's old property had been
developed but that much of it was
still undisturbed, including a stone
dam built by settlers in the mid19th century. Last October, however,
Richardson heard some disturbing
news: a large portion of the area,
including the dam, was to be razed
to make room for a sewer line.
"I was afraid we were going
to lose a bit of our history,"
says Richardson.

What followed was a mix of
activism, engaged learning and a lot
of hard work.
Richardson contacted Steve
O'Neill, a Furman history professor
and authority on the history of the
Upstate. Together they helped
coordinate an excavation plan for
the area. By November five students
descended on the site with shovels,
trowels and sifting screens in hand.
Soon Brian Siegel, a cultural
anthropologist at Furman and
member of the South Carolina
Institute of Anthropology and
Archaeology, was commissioned to
oversee the excavation.
A Furman contingent visited the
site regularly and bagged hundreds
of finds, some of which will be
examined later this year by Stanley
South, a historical archaeologist at
the institute. Cathy Lane, a senior
history major who is helping to direct
the dig, says volunteers have
unearthed old pottery, 19th-century
ceramics and even some quartz
projectile points that could have
been used more than 9,000 years
ago.
"I have not done this before, so
this is opening a whole new world
to me," says Lane, who created a
Web page (http://hometown.aol.com/
simpdig2000/index.html) with
information on the dig. "This is not
work, it's fun."
Although the group has
unearthed some interesting finds,
Richardson says the experience of
the excavation is what's important.
"What you have here are
professors from different disciplines
and students, all on their hands and
knees, working together, digging
and exploring," he says. "This has
been a real positive experience,
especially for the students. It's what
engaged learning and Furman are all
about."
Media coverage of the dig has
also sparked a local effort to preserve
the dam. Town council members are
circulating a "Save the Dam"

Cathy Lane, a seniorfrom Greenville who helped direct the Simpsonville
dig, explores a 19th-century stone dam that was probably constructed
a few decades after Peter Simpson's death. Martin Jakubczak, a
junior from Easton, Pa., and Tiffany Dixon, a senior from Easley,
S.C., help to excavate the former site of Simpson's blacksmith shop.

petition. Construction on the sewer
line has not yet begun and the fate
of the dam is undecided, says
Richardson.
"The dam is Simpsonville's
oldest man-made structure," says
Richardson. "I hope they can save
it. That would be another positive
to come from the dig."
- John Roberts
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Ground broken for Herman N. Hipp Hall
A pri l 20 was a beautiful spring day and

proved the perfect occasion for Furman to
break ground for its newest academic building
- Herman N. Hipp Hall.
The three-story, 35,000-square-foot
building, scheduled to be completed by
spring 2002, will house the departments of
education and economics and business
admi nistration, the Rushing Center for
Advanced Technology, and the department
of marketing and public relations. It is
named for the late Herman Neel Hipp, a
Furman alumnus, Greenville civic leader and
longtime president of Liberty Life Insurance
Com pany.
Herman Hipp graduated from Furman in
1935 and joined Liberty Insurance, a company
his father founded in 1919. After his father's
death in 1943, Herman and his brother,
Francis, joined their uncle, Grady Hipp, in

leading the company to a place of prominence
in the South Carolina corporate com munity.
Herman N . Hipp worked with the
company for nearly 50 years before his death
in 1984. He was named president in 1969
and also served as executive vice president
and director of the Liberty Corporation and
of Cosmos Broadcasting Corporation.
A civic leader, he served terms as director
of the Greenville Chamber of Com merce and
as chairman of the board of the Greenville
Hospital System . His service to Furman
included 15 years on the Advisory Council
and the establishment of a major scholarship
program that assists students majoring i n
economics a n d business or computer science.
In 1988, the Hipp family established the
Herman N. Hipp Chair in Com puter Science,
a post held by T. Ray Nanney.
"Our father spent his entire life as a

South Carolinian," said Hipp's son, Neel, a
Furman trustee and 1973 alumnus. "All of
his life, he had a passionate love affair with
our state and the people who live here. He
also realized the key to the future of our
state was to encourage young South
Caroli nians to attend college at home. We
believe this faci lity will help Furman do
exactly that."
A $2 mi llion gift from the Hipp family
in November of 1998 served as the im petus
for the new buildi ng, which will cost $5.2
million. An endowment of $1.5 million will
fund the building's maintenance.
The construction of Hipp Hall will pave
the way for the renovation of Ja mes C.
Furman Hall by freeing up the space vacated
by the economics and business and education
departments, two of the university's largest
academic departments.

Special com mitments honor Blackwells
W

I 932, Gordon

To recognize Gordon and Elizabeth Blackwell for

Williams Blackwell vowed that he would devote his

their extraordinary contributions, their son, Gordon L.

hen h e graduated from Furman i n

Blackwell

of the Alumni Association, and his wife, Ceil Watson
Blackwell

in life that will satisfy me."
He certainly made good on his promise, enj oying
a stellar career as a professor, scholar, administrator
and, finally, as a college president, first at the Woman's
College of the University of North Carolina at Greens
boro, then at Florida State and, from
retirement in

I 965 until his

leadership during their

' 62, have made two generous commitments

to the Forever Furman campaign. Both gifts will directly
benefit the academic life of the university.
One will eventually endow the Gordon and
Elizabeth Blackwell Professorship. This faculty position,
to be established through an estate plan, will recognize
and support the work of a pre-eminent teacher. The

I 976, at Furman.

Blackwell and his wife, Lib, provided outstanding

I I years as Furman's president

and first lady. During the Blackwell administration,

other gift will fund the central area of the expanded
and renovated library, which will be the Elizabeth L.
and Gordon W. Blackwell Atrium.

58 percent, faculty

Gordon L. Blackwell noted that he and his wife

compensation and the endowment more than doubled,

"are grateful to God that He has enabled us to honor

the university's enrollment increased

and student financial aid nearly quadrupled. The cur

my parents with this enhancement to Furman's academic

riculum and academic calendar were revised, and

excellence. "

Furman was awarded a chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, the
nation's oldest and most prestigious academic honorary

In acknowledging the gift, President David Shi
said, "I can think of no more appropriate tribute to

society. In addition, five new buildings were constructed:

Gordon and Lib Blackwell than these permanent

the Herman W. Lay Physical Activities Center, an

reminders of what they have always been so passionate

addition to the John L. Plyler Hall of Science, a men's

about -academic excellence at Furman."

residence hall, a women's residence hall, and the Ho
mozel Mickel Daniel Music Building. Moreover, the
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' 60, a Furman trustee and former president

life "to working with people in their spiritual, social
and educational development. This is the only aspiration

Others who wish to honor the work and lives
of the Blackwells are invited to contribute to the

(864) 294-2475 or e-mail

Blackwells' wit, warmth and charm earned countless

Blackwell Atrium. Call

friends for the university.

campaign@ furman.edu for further information.

Cam paign goal i n creases to $ 1 7 5 mi llion
I n light of the university's

F

ormer students and friends of

Carey S. Crantford, professor of

modern languages from 1 9 6 2 to
1 995, have launched a project to
establish the Crantford Chair of
Modern Languages.
Under the leadership of Peggy
Ellison Good '67, Donna Graham
Rone '67 and Martha Stoddard
Selonick '72, more than $ 1 00,000
has been pledged toward an initial
goal of $ 300,000.
Crantford, who served for 22
years as chair of the Department of
Modern Foreign Languages and for
several years as assistant academic
dean, received the Alester G. Furman,
Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Award
for Meritorious Teaching in 1 9 7 3 .
He is a recipient o f t h e Cervantes
Award from the South Carolina
chapter of the American Association
of Teachers of Spanish and
Portuguese, and he served on the
South Carolina Committee for the
Humanities.
Crantford, who holds a doctorate
from Tulane, also chaired Furman's
committee for special convocations
for more than 3 0 years, overseeing
commencement, the inauguration
of three Furman presidents and other
significant university events. Under
his direction, the university's mace,
medallion and seal were created and
incorporated into ceremonial
occasions.
To contribute to the Crantford
Chair, contact the Office of Major
Gifts at (864) 294-3 7 1 5.

fiscal challenges and
opportunities and the growing
financial support among
alumni and friends, the board
of trustees has announced a
revised goal for the Forever
Furman campaign.
At its May meeting, the
board unanimously approved
a goal of $ 1 75 million. This
represents an increase of $25
million over the original
campaign goal. The campaign
will run through the year 200 1 .
Gordon Herring ' 65, chair
of the Campaign Executive
Committee, noted that the new
goal is important because it
will prepare Furman for the
fiscal challenges that lie ahead
and is designed in particular
to complete the funding for the
$25 million expansion of the
James Buchanan Duke Library.
In addition, he cited the
significance of the $ 1 7 5
million goal as Furman
celebrates its I 75th anniversary
in 200 1 -2002.
The need to bolster
Furman's financial strength is
so great that it far exceeds the
monetary goals of the
campaign. But the new goal
will further strengthen
Furman's ability to provide
students with the finest
education available and to
implement the university's
strategic plan.
Priority needs of the
Forever Furman campaign are:
• The endowment, to
provide permanent funding for
distinguished professorships,
academic chairs, faculty
development, engaged learning
opportunities and scholarships.
• New and renovated
facilities, to provide for the
academic needs of a student
population of 2,600. Academic
projects include the library
expansion and renovation,
renovation of Plyler Hall and
Furman Hall, construction of
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Herman N. Hipp Hall and a
new facility for the sciences.
• An increase in annual
gifts, to support faculty
salaries, financial aid,
operation of the library, athletic
scholarships, educational
equipment and campus
maintenance.
• Estate plans, to ensure
Furman's future excellence
through bequests, trusts and
annuities, retirement plans, life
insurance and other options.
In announcing the revised
goal, Neel Hipp '73, National
Campaign chair, urged alumni
and friends to "adopt" one of
the priority needs in the
campaign, from annual giving
to endowments to enhancing
facilities. "This is a com
prehensive campaign," he
noted, "and there's a place for
every donor, from the one who
provides major support to the
one who gives annually to put
our alumni participation over
50 percent. All are welcome
and needed."
- Don Lineback
Vice President
for Development
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ath letics
Basketbal l star Darre l l Floyd d ies at 67
D arrell

Floyd, t h e Furman basketball

h i s career, the eighth hig hest career

standout who led the NCAA in scoring

average in NCAA history. H e scored

during his junior and senior seasons, died

2,281 points i n 71 games at Furman.

March 8 in Greenville after an extended

John Block, Furman's vice president
for intercol legiate athletics, spoke for

i l l ness. H e was 67.
Floyd came to Furman in 1 954
following an All -America season at

many of Floyd's friends and colleagues
when he said , "Darrell Floyd was a great

Wingate ( N . C . ) J u n ior Col lege. H e

athlete, but more important, a man whose

garnered first team All-America honors i n

conduct and values enriched the lives of

1 955 and 1 956, averag i ng 3 5 . 9 points

others. He will always re main an

per game as a junior and 33.8 points per

inspiration to those who seek excellence."

game as a senior. H e and Frank Selvy
'54, who led the NCAA in scoring i n 1 953

Said Selvy, " I was really proud to
know him at the end. He was one of the

and '54, g ave Furman a fou r-year lock

best jump shooters I ever saw, and I only

on N CAA scoring crowns.

hope I can be as strong as he was. He

Known for his long-range shooting,
Floyd averaged 32. 1 points a game during

was a very courageous perso n . "
Besides h i s athletic accomplishments,
Floyd was also a student leader at
Furman, serving as president of the

2Q9J!n

student body and as vice president of

Footba l l
schedu le

Kappa Alpha fraternity. After graduating
i n 1 956 with a bachelor's degree i n health
and physical education, he was drafted
by the Army and by the St. Louis Hawks
of the National Basketball Association.

Sept.

2 ELON

7 p.m.

9 NEWBERRY

7 p.m.

1 6 WILLIAM & MARY

7 p.m.

23 Virg i n i a M i l itary

1 p.m.

30 WESTERN CAROLINA

Oct.

Nov.

7 Appalachian State

2 p.m.

1 :30 p . m .

1 4 T H E CITADEL

2 p.m.

21 East Tennessee State

7 p.m.

18 UT-CHATTAN OOGA

N BA's Cincinnati Royals. When he failed
to come to terms with the Royals, he
returned to South Carolina and enjoyed
a successful career i n private business
and as an entrepreneur. H e was active

A member of the South Caro l i na,

in Greenville's Fi rst Baptist Church and

Wingate College and National Junior

frequently volunteered his time as a coach

College Athletic Association halls of fame,

for youth and amateur teams.
A native of Thomasville, N . C . , Floyd

* Homecoming

Floyd was a charter inductee i nto
Furman's Athletic Hall of Fame in 1 98 1 .

scored a career-high 67 poi nts against

In 1 998 he was named to the Southern

Morehead State on January 2, 1 955, and

Conference's 75-year anniversary team.
He is one of o n ly four players i n Furman

2 p.m.

1 24-87 triumph over Clemso n . In all,

basketball h i story to have his jersey

Floyd scored over 40 points 1 5 times

(nu mber 33) retired.

2 p.m.

during his Furman days.
Larry Davis, men's basketball coach

HOME GAMES ALL CAPS.
Starting times s u bject to change.

A two-time national scori ng champion
during his college days, Darrell Floyd
was one of the keynote speakers at the
dedication of Timmons Arena in 1 998.

later that season tal lied 56 poi nts in a

4 GEORGIA SOUTHERN* 2 p . m .
1 1 Wofford

Following a two-year stint in the Army,
Floyd's d raft rights were traded to the

He is survived by his wife, Kay; three
daughters, Diane Floyd Odom ' 8 1 and

at Furman, said, "He was one of the

Nancy Floyd Turner, both of Greenvi lle,

g reatest players i n our history and had

and E lizabeth Shelton Floyd of Nashville,

been a good friend to o u r basketball

Ten n . ; and three grandchildren.

program. He always went out of his way
to help and su pport us, and we w i l l
certai n ly miss his presence."

RKethic
Tenacious Sm ith earns place
among Furman ' s basketba l l g reats .

E

ven though her college basketball career
has come and gone, Jackie Smith is still
not sure she was big enough to play the
forward position. The Furman media guide
lists her as 6- 1 , but she says she is six feet
at best. And with a physical bearing just
as suited for runway modeling as posting
up in the paint, she says she was entirely
too "skinny" to be battling bigger, stronger
players for rebounds.
So how did Smith finish her career as
the second leading scorer and rebounder
in Lady Paladin history and become one
of the program's greatest players ever?
Largely because of an unwavering sense
of determination, a quality she developed
many years before she came to Furman and one that has little to do with height
and weight.
"I had three older brothers who played
basketball," Smith says, "and they never
took it easy on me. They just abused me
when it came to sports and they always
said, 'It's good for you. It will make you
tougher.' And I guess they were right.
''I ' m not the biggest thing in the world.
I ' m kind of skinny and I was never the
tallest player on the court. But I learned
how to work for every little thing and never
complain when I got knocked down. My
brothers taught me that, so they had a lot
of influence on the way I play."
If you ever saw Smith maneuver her
way into position for a rebound or work
free for a six-foot j umper along the baseline,
then you know what she's talking about.
She seemed to be a resolute blur of knees
and elbows as she established offensive
position near the basket, and it was not
unusual to see several bodies, including
those of her teammates, go flying in various
directions when she won the battle for a
rebound.
Of course, Smith possessed much more
than a single-minded determination. She
was as athletic as anybody on the floor,
and defenders could hardly ignore her
outside shooting touch (she made 28 three
point shots her last two seasons, including
three in one game). She was also quick
(and savvy) enough to grab an inordinate
number of offensive rebounds that she put
back in the basket for points.
It all added up to a Furman career that
won't be forgotten anytime soon. In
addition to ranking as the university's

second leading scorer ( 1 ,920 points) and
rebounder ( 1 ,054), she notched a school
record 52 "double-doubles," which was the
number of times she scored and rebounded
in double figures in a single game. She
ranks ninth on the career assists list (256),
is fourth in blocks (99) and made a record
724 free throws (shooting 76.2 percent
from the line), almost doubling the previous
Lady Paladin record of 389.
"Jackie had an incredible work ethic
and a sincere love of the game," says
Furman coach Sherry Carter when asked
about the secret to Smith's success. "She
did anything you asked of her, no matter
what it was. She was willing to work as
hard as she needed to take her game to the
next level."
Smith came from a basketball family,
and she started playing at such a young
age that she can't remember not playing.
(She can remember, however, her mother
placing a little hoop in the front yard for
her when her brothers steadfastly refused
to let her play with them.) Her father was
in the military, and she and her brothers
moved seven times before finally settling
in Woodbridge, Va. , when Smith was in
the eighth grade.
She was named first-team all-district,
region and state at C.D. Hylton High School
and made the USA Today All-America
team, which led to overtures from such
schools as the University of Washington
and Clemson. Because she ranked in the
top 5 percent of her class and was a member
of the National Honor Society, it was no
surprise that Brown, Yale and William &
Mary also came calling. But Smith chose
Furman.
"It was a perfect distance from home
- not too close and not too far away," she
says. "I felt like Furman was committed
to having a quality program and that it
could compete successfully in the Southern
Conference. Of course, I also liked the
academic reputation."
The deciding factor may have been
when her father added his "two cents" to
the selection process. After all, he grew
up in Barnwell, S .C., and had plenty of
family living near Furman.
It seems that Smith chose wisely.
She established herself as the dominant
player in the league, receiving Southern
Conference Player of the Year honors both

her sophomore and junior seasons and
leading the conference in scoring and
rebounding her senior season.
The team was successful as well. The
Lady Paladins posted a record of 68-46
during Smith's four years, with the
highlight coming this past season when
they finished 20- 1 1 , won the league
tournament and qualified for the NCAA
championships. Although the Lady
Paladins had to face the Mideast Regional's
top seed, Tennessee, in the first round
and lost 90-38, it did nothing to dampen
Smith's spirit.
"Tennessee had the fastest girls I have
ever seen," she says with typical good
humor. "They were quick and they were
everywhere. We felt that we should have
gotten a better seeding in the tournament,
but we had no control over that. We did
everything we could in the game, so we
can't be too upset with what happened."
Smith, who graduated this spring with
a degree in health and exercise science, is
not sure what the future holds. She's been
to a Women's National Basketball
Association tryout camp, but if that doesn't
work out there's the possibility of pro
basketball in Europe. And if she ends up
going to graduate school, then that's fine,
too.
"I'll be happy no matter what I do,"
Smith says.
- Vince Moore
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H o m e c o m i n g p l a n s in the works
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urman alumni, take note: It's time
once again to elect your Alumni
Association Board of Directors!
Over the past six years, we have
tested different methods of promoting
the board election process. This year,
the ballot is on the postcard included in
this issue of Furman magazine, with
biographies of the candidates for election
listed on the page opposite this column.
For many years, members of the
Alumni Board weren't elected; they were
simply nominated, approved by the board
and then announced to the alumni body.
In an effort to give alumni a stronger
voice in the selection of their leaders,
the Alumni Board decided six years ago
to hold head-to-head elections, with
alumni from as many decades as possible
represented on the ballot. Nominations
come from the general alumni body.
Since we began this direct election
process, we have seen an annual increase
in voting interest. Last year, more than
1,000 alumni returned their ballots,
representing the highest participation
ever. By responding to this direct
election method, you have produced an
enthusiastic and active board to represent
your interests and views to the Furman
administration. And since the process
began, some elected Alumni Board
members have even been appointed to
the university's board of trustees!
We hope you will complete the
enclosed ballot and return it as soon as
possible. If through some glitch your
issue of the magazine doesn't include a
ballot, you have another voting option:
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go on-line to www.furman.edu/admin/
alumni and follow the link to the ballot.
This year's candidates for the Alumni
Board represent specific decades for
which we seek further representation.
Mark the postcard for each candidate of
your choice and return it to the Alumni
Office promptly. Vote for one candidate
in each pairing. If you are married and
voting together, simply include two
checks beside each choice.
As you consider your choices, please
remember the mission statement adopted
by the Alumni Association Board of
Directors, which states that the board
will:
• Provide support, guidance and
leadership to the university;
• Serve as a liaison group to
represent the opinions, needs and
interests of alumni in the life of
the university;
• Serve as a model of participation
in alumni activities and support
the fund-raising efforts of the
university;
• Serve as ambassadors for Furman
by promoting the Furman message
whenever possible.
Thank you for your continued
support of Furman. If you have ideas or
questions about how to strengthen the
Alumni Association, please contact the
Alumni Office.
- Lynn Powers Gibbs '78
President, Alumni Association

Homecoming reunion planning started with a bang
during a training retreat Saturday, March 25 . With 45
alumni representing the 1 0 classes in reunion, the retreat
proved to be the perfect kick -off for the reunion planning
process. This year's reunion classes end in 0 and 5.
Homecoming is set for November 3-5, with
defending NCAA Division 1-AA champion Georgia
Southern providing the opposition for the football team.
Plans are in the works to revive many of the activities
which have made Homecoming so popular in the last
few years, including the traditional "floats" on the mall,
the Homecoming awards breakfast, lunch at Cherrydale
and the Block Party in downtown Greenville.
In an exciting development, the newly renovated
Westin Poinsett Hotel, one of the city's architectural
landmarks, will be one of our sponsor hotels - just
two weeks after its grand reopening !
If you have questions about Homecoming, please
call the Alumni Office or check the Alumni Association's
Web site for updates. And if you're in a reunion class,
be willing to lend a hand if one of the following reunion
chairs gives you a call.
Class of 1950: Peggy and Jim Hamrick
Class of 1955: Bernett Waitt
Class of 1960: Doug Pasley and John Platt
Class of 1965: Gordon Herring
Class of 1970: Bitsy Gaskins Barkley and
Katie Hardaway Burgess
Class of 1975: To be determined
Class of 1980: Roberta Laughlin Thomason
Class of 1985: Kent Igleheart and Boyd Yarbrough
Class of 1990: Christine Caputo Winn
Class of 1995: Jennifer James Barrineau
F u r m a n C l u b news

Early this spring, five Florida Furman Clubs held
meetings, including the inaugural event of the Southwest
Florida Club (Naples/Fort Meyers Beach). The Alumni
Association is hoping to add a club in Tallahassee in
the near future.
Admissions director Woody O'Cain and career
services director John Barker were featured guests at
club meetings this spring. O' Cain hosted a reception
for alumni and accepted students in the St. Louis area,
and Barker made a presentation to members of the
B irmingham, Ala. , club.
In late February and early March, many alumni
were able to catch the Furman Singers during one of
the stops on their annual tour of the Southeast. In
addition, a group of Furman Clubs joined together on
May 6 for service projects as part of a nationwide
community service effort.

Candi dates for Alum ni Association Board of Di rectors
Please complete and return the ballot included with this issue of Furman magazine or access the alumni Web site
(www.furman.edu/admin/alumni) and follow the instructions for voting. Vote for one nominee in each column.
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Fred Ayers has retired from the
chaplaincy program of Martha
Franks Retirement Center and
as minister of visitation at
Clinton (S.C.) First Baptist

School of Journalism and Mass

University in Pennsylvania. The

Communications at the

officer of Resource B ancshares

archives he established became

University of North Carolina,

Mortgage Group in Columbia,

a model for numerous academic

has received the Carl Tow ley

S.C.

and special libraries.

Will iam

Award from the Journalism

C. Hunt, J r. , has retired from

Education Association. This is

First Citizens Bank of North

the highest award given by the

Carolina and now lives in Longs,

association, for which Phillips

weekend chaplain at Laurens

S.C.

has served as the North Carolina

County Hospital and Health Care
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Church. He continues as

System and as chaplain of the
Golden K Kiwanis Club of

director since 1 986.

Neal has retired as pastor of Flint

Next reunion in 2003
Charles J. Martin retired
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December 3 1 as pastor of

Next reunion in 2002
S.C., is serving as interim pastor
at Mount Pleasant Baptist
Church in the Spartanburg
County Association.
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Next reunion in 2004
Donald H. Li ndsey, Jr., of
Charleston, S.C., retired after 30
years in labor relations and
personnel work. A member of
Furman's Alumni Association
Board of Directors, he was a
college basketball official for 1 6
years and served on the Federal
Selective Service B oard.
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This year is reunion!
Carroll W. Andrews has retired
as pastor of Due West (S.C.)
Baptist Church, which he had
served for more than 1 8 years.
He also served several other
South Carolina pastorates.

Bi lly M. Hendrix, Sr., of
Chickamauga, Ga., recently
received recognition for his
commitment to the Gordon Lee

After 37

years in the ministry, W. Steve

Clinton.

M i ke McGee of Spartanburg,

Rutledge Memorial Baptist
Church i n Charleston, S .C. He

Ridge Baptist Church in Heath
Springs, S.C.
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has been pastor or associate

Next reunion in 2001

pastor of a number of other

William R. Tu rner of Greenville

South Carolina churches and has

is vice president of sales for

served on the executive board of

Perception Kayaks, the world's

the South Carolina Baptist

largest manufacturer of roto

Convention and as a trustee of

molded kayaks.

the Baptist Courier.

Carolina

Insurance Consultants, Inc.,
named Frank E. McCravy top
agent and top producer for
November 1 999. His primary
focus with the company i s
providing for the insurance needs
of the transportation industry.
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Next reunion in 2004
Patricia H. McCarter retired from
Greenville's Augusta Road
Baptist Church in December,
after 32 years as minister of
music.

70

C.A. Gray Middle School in
Colquitt County, Ga.
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Next reunion in 2001
David L. Forney has been
selected as permanent chief of
the Vessel Sanitation Program at
the Centers for Disease Control

after 28 years with the

Richard R. H i lton has been

Police Department. He will

named an executive vice

devote his retirement time to the

president with the Palmetto Bank

study of coastal defenses.

Sara
Owen Dool ittle, a first grade

Ryle and his wife, Martha Glenn

teacher at S i mpsonville (S.C.)

Ryle, live in Richmond, Va. He

Elementary School who has
taught in Greenville County for

The award was for 36 years of

at the University of Richmond.

almost 28 years, has achieved

service to the school and
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She was one of 2,965 primary

community.
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Next reunion in 2001
Robert E. Coley has retired after
more than 27 years as university
archivist and head of special

National Board Certification.

Next reunion in 2001
M. Walker Gunn, Jr., of
Charleston, S.C., has been
included in the millennium
edition of Who 's Who in
America.

Kay Doug lass

Phi llips, a faculty member in the

Outstanding Service from
Michigan State University,
where he teaches accounting.
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This year is reunion!
C i ndy Sto l l Gordon retired i n
December after 2 5 years
working on Capitol Hill. She
worked in the U . S . House of
Representatives for 23 years,
and for her last two years was
staff assistant in the U.S. Senate
for minority leader Tom Daschle

Cook is now a choral director at

Washington, D.C., Metropolitan

J. Martin

Edmund Outslay received the
Presidential Award for

for five years, Charlotte Sm ith

This year is reunion!

in Laurens, S.C.
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Next reunion in 2004

This year is reunion!

in Atlanta, Ga.
Captain Bolling
W. Smith retired i n December

60

been named chief executive

After teaching elementary music

is retiring as professor of history

High School athletic department
as the "Voice of the Troj an s ."

40

collections at Millersville

and secondary school teachers
who earned the teaching
profession's highest standards
during the 1 998-99 school year.

Douglas K. Freeman, former
president of Bank of America's
Consumer Finance Group, has

Lynn Powers Gibbs '78, president; George
E. Linney, Jr. '65, president-elect; Pamela
Underwood Thomason '76, vice president;
Gordon L. B lackwell '60, past president;
Aubrey C. Daniels '57; Vernon F. Dunbar
'83; Michael E. Ray '72; Beth Kendrick Tally
'70; Lisa Roberts Wheeler '82; Ray F. Bell
'48; Kenneth S. Corts '90; Karen E. Foreman
'84; E.M. Horton, Jr. '52; Ann Anshus
Quattlebaum '64; Norma Karlen Bagwell
'45; J. David Nelson '61; Jack E. Powers
'56; Bret Alan Clark '88; Ju lia Meeks Glenn
'63; Rebecca Pullin Kay '86; Robert E.
Poerschke '41; Ronald L. Walker '84; Diane
Maroney Estridge '66; Joe E. Gentry '53;
Hal E. Henderson '92; Jenna C. Robinson
'74; James H. Simkins, Jr. '78; Brian H.
Fenn '91; Donald H. Lindsey '54.
Ex-Officio: David E. Shi '73, president;
Donald J. Lineback, vice president for
development; Donald E. Fowler, director of
development; Shannon Wilkerson '93,
director of Alumni Association; Susan Rice
Jones '97, associate director of Alumni
Association; Wendy Hamilton '98, associate
director of Alumni Association; Phil Howard,
director of Furman Fund; William J. Lavery,
faculty liaison; David G. Ellison '72, trustee
liaison; Davin Welter '89, president, Young
Alumni Council; Nicholas G. Walter '00,
president, Senior Class; Allen Cothran '01,
president, Association of Furman Students;
Joshua McKoon '01, president, Student
Alumni Council.

RI N G eye LE
H

After alm �st 50 years, an al � mnus
recovers h1s long lost class nng.
"We have no idea how Long it had been sitting

al Williams had just made the Last payment

on his Furman class ring when he accidentally Left

in the box," says Barnett. "It could have been

it at a Greer gas station .

years. We assumed that someone Left the ring
and then could not go back to claim it because

" I went in to wash m y hands a n d I p u t the
ring on the sink," says Williams, who had been

they did not have the same initials that were

working part time at a Shell station on Wade

engraved in the ring."

Thanks to overnight mail, Williams was

Barnett put the word out among his

Hampton Boulevard. "About 90 min utes Later I
noticed that my ring was missing. I went back

classmates about the recovered ring, but the

to the bathroom and it was not there."

mystery was not easily solved. Age had taken a

That was nearly 50 years ago.

toll on the ring's identifying characteristics. The

"I just figured that the ring was Long gone,"

reunited with his ring the next day. Now, he says,
the ring never Leaves his finger - not even when
he washes his hands.
"Sometimes I'm afraid to take it off for fear

second digit on the graduation date had faded

says Williams, a 1 9 5 1 graduate who now Lives in

and the owner's initials, engraved on the inside

Colum bia, S.C. "I thought about it from time to

of the ring, were tarnished almost to the point of

time but I just knew that I would never see it

being illegible.

of Losing it," he says.

- John Roberts

Barnett turned the ring over to Wendy

again."

Hamilton '98, associate director of the Alumni

But good Luck, a helpful alum nus and some
sharp detective work by the Furman Alumni Office

Association, after the two met at the Cherrydale

helped reunite Williams with his ring early this

dedication Last October. Hamilton passed it along
to Darlene Kleckley, alumni records specialist, who

year.

solved the mystery.

Here's how the story unfolds:

Using a magnifyin g glass, she was able to

About a year ago Charles Barnett '48, a retired
dentist from Easley, S.C., was visiting his sister

identify the first and third engraved initials on

when she gave him the old ring and asked him if

the inside of the ring as an H and a W. The

he might be able to track down its owner.

symbols for the fraternity Theta Chi, which were
on the ring's face, were Legible.

Barnett's brother-in-Law, who owned a small

Kleckley rummaged through several Furman

dry cleaning business in Greer, had just passed
away. Through the years he had collected rings,

yearbooks from the early '50s until she found a

jewelry and other items Left at his store, keeping

Theta Chi fraternity member with those initials.
"When Darlene called me and told me she

them i n a cigar box until customers reclaimed
them.

Barnett's sister came upon the ring while

going through her Late husband's effects.

had my ring, I could not believe it," says Williams.

Hal Williams (right) had the opportunity to thank

"It was the shock of my Life."

Charles Barnett when they met for lunch at Furman.

of South Dakota.

S.C., is vice president and chief

the Gaston Gazette in Gastonia,

Humanities and has published

Congressman Baron H i l l of

financial officer of The Beiers

N.C., has been named Writer of

short stories i n a variety of
magazines and journals.

Indiana has been named to the

Group, Inc. , the largest and

the Year by the Eastern

state's B asketball Hall of Fame.

oldest home inspection firm in

Motorsports Press Association.

South Carolina.

He received the Frank Blunk

Susan Tibbetts Ragan is
receptionistladministrative
assistant to the youth pastor of
Fellowship Bible Church in
Houston, Texas.
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Memorial Award "in recognition

79

of his outstanding journalistic

Next reunion in 2004
Ann Greer Bahme is vice
president of government affairs
for the Coastal Corporation i n
Houston, Texas. S h e also serves

BIRTH: James B. and Linda
B rewer Leimbach, a daughter,

benefiting children in the

Emily Anita, November 8 ,

Houston area.

Atlanta, G a . James Leimbach

Bowden has joined the law firm

is a corporate controller in

of Ashmore & Rabon i n

Atlanta for the U.S. subsidiary

Greenville.

of Lenze Corporation, a German

of the Fairfax County (Ya.)

manufacturing company based

Circuit Court, was the subject

in Hameln.

of a feature story i n the Fairfax

77
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John R . B a nka has established
his own consulting firm, Project
Partners International, in
Warsaw, Poland. He has worked
i n the real estate development
and project management
business in Warsaw since 1 996.
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Next reunion in 2003
Ward R. Keeney of Anderson,

on two non-profit boards

Times.

John B .

J o h n T. Frey, clerk

Flynn T. Harre l l

(honorary) received the 2000
Christian Action in Ecumenism
Award from the South Carolina
Christian Action Council.

Thomas L. Lott of Katy, Texas,
staff geophysicist for Elf
Exploration, has written a novel
about the oil i ndustry.

efforts i n support of

Vicki Dover
La mbert of Mowbray, South

motorsports."

Africa, is lecturing and
conducting research in the fields
of energy balance and physical
activity and health at the
University of Cape Town (South
Africa) Medical School.

Donald T. Locke has joined the
Raleigh, N.C., office of
Kilpatrick Stockton LLP as
counsel in its business
transactions practice group.

Tony Moore has moved to
Elizabeth City, N . C . , where he
i s pastor of Ramoth Gilead
Baptist Church.

Pamela

Brown R ichard of Hurst, Texas,
is a senior systems engineer with
Bank of America.

"How to

Collect Fishing Lures," an
original work of short fiction by

81
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Andy Buzby lives in Camp Hill,
Pa., and is founder and president
of Dispersion Technology
Systems.
Patricia Garrington
Johnson is a financial specialist
with First Union Bank in Tarpon
Springs, Fla.

David R i ce has

joined Ford, Simpson, Lively
and Rice, a private pediatric
practice in Winston-Salem, N.C.

BIRTH: Raye Marchbanks
' 83 and Glen Rob ert Carson
(M.A.), a daughter, Maria Raye
Marchbanks Carson, July 1 9,
Simpsonville, S.C. Glen Carson
is director of testing in
Spartanburg (S.C.) School
District

4.

82
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Steven Cra ig and Laurie
Ritzenthaler Lemasters have

G e orge W. S i n g leton I l l , was

moved to Atlanta, Ga. Craig

80

published last fall in the Raleigh,

Lemasters has started Reliance

N.C., News and Observer.

Integramark, a financial
insurance company, and Laurie

H. Monte Dutton of Clinton,

Singleton teaches fiction writing
at the South Carolina Governor's

Lemasters is a radiologist with

S.C., who covers NASCAR for

School for the Arts and

Atlanta Radiology Consultants.

This year is reunion!
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October 23, Millers Creek, N.C.

is account manager for Fremont

Thomas Horner i s district

Industries.

attorney for the NOith Carolina

has moved from Little Rock,

23rd Judicial District.

Ark., to Charlotte, N.C., where

Jennings Lee and Amy Hughes,

he is a consultant for Campus
Crusade for Christ.

3, 1 999.

Jeffrey C. and Janet Mayfi eld

87

December 22, 1 998, Stone

Cisse l l , a son, Nathan Thomas,

Ortiz is a lab manager at Unimin

After serving as music director

Emma Grace, April 1 6, 1 999,

Corporation.

for a European tour of "A

Asheville, N.C.

and Den ise Rose Pope, a

83

Next reunion in 2003
Pau la Parrish Bosarge i s
correspondence director for
former president Jimmy Carter
in Atlanta, Ga.

Barton D.

for the Off-Broadway production

85

of "Splendora."

in radio in Greenville, most

Paul J . Constanti n e , J r. , of

Association.

Michael Travis
Hurdle has joined Perot Systems

law firm of M inor, Bell & Neal

Corporation in Hendersonville,

in Dalton, Ga. He was a member

Tenn . , as a specialist.

of the Leadership Georgia Class

A. Lawrence of Easley, S.C., is

Samuel

senior electrical designer for

Kortemeier was named Faculty

Watkins Engineers &

Member of the Year at Western

Constructors. He also serves as

Nevada Community College in

web master for Marathon

Carson City, where she is a

Community Church.

professor of earth sciences and

El isabeth Smith is a chaplain at

Honors Program coordinator.

St. Joseph's Hospital in Atlanta,

Emily

a pediatric critical care nurse at

Thomas 1 . , Jr., and Sally
Scarbrough ' 8 6 Smythe live i n

the Wake Forest University

Hixson, Tenn. Tom Smythe has

Baptist Medical Center i n

earned his Ph.D. in finance from

Ga.

Winston-Salem, N . C .

the University of South Carolina

BIRTH: Michael A. and Sheila
Morris Mohr, a son, Daniel

and is an assistant professor of

David, August 3 1 .

Tennessee-Chattanooga.

senior vice president.

Lee, July 28, Charlotte, N.C.

Keith

Dover is working in collections
for Greenpoint Credit in
Greenville.

finance at the University of

BIRTHS: Jim and Yvonne
Shook Ha rter, a son, Matthew

S.C., as regional executive and

Philip E. and

Melanie McCarley live i n
Charlottesville, Va. H e was
endorsed as a chaplain through
the Cooperative Baptist

Yvonne Harter is an examiner
for the North Carolina State
Board of Optometry.

Jeff and

J i l l Ship ley Thompson, twin
daughters, Rebecca and Sara
Jane, September 24, Macon, Ga.
Jill Thompson is a partner with
the law firm of Martin, Snow,
Grant & Napier, LLP.

86

Fellowship last year and is a

Next reunion in 2001

chaplain at the University of

Charles Edward Barnes of

Virginia. His wife is vicar of

Johnson City, Tenn., has been

Emmanuel Episcopal Church in

inducted as a fellow of the

Rapidan, Va.

BIRTHS: Kurt

R. and Shannon Chapman

American Academy of
Orthopaedic Surgeons.

Kasischke, a daughter, Kelsey,

BIRTHS: Leonard L. , Jr., and

April 23, 1 999, Madison, Ala.

Gwynna Buckner Brown, a

Amy L. Mears and David R.

daughter, Laura Caitlin,

Webb, a daughter, Mia LeEllen

November 23, Travelers Rest,

Mears Webb, September 30,

S.C.
Steve H. and Alice
Hagl er, a son, James Myers,

Evans, Ga.

Charlie and Lisa

WESC-FM and WTPT-FM,

Ga., radio stations targeted to

Greenville has accepted a

the Christian market. Power was

position as director of

a trustee and chair of United Way

merchandising with Scan

of Greenville and chairman of

Source, a distributor of specialty

the Development Association of

technology products.

Alan E.

Greater Greenville.

Joseph
Cullen Smith is completing his

Thomas, a board certified

studies at Capital Bible

pediatrician in Berkeley Heights,

Seminary i n Lanham, Md.

N.J., has been elected a full

John Spence was mastperson

partner in the Summit Medical

for the "America True" team that

Group, the oldest and largest

reached the semifinals of the

private multi-specialty group i n

recent America's Cup sailing

New Jersey.

MARRIAGE:
Karen Lee Kelley and David

competition in New Zealand.

Douglas Brown, January 22.

BIRTHS: David and Kim Clark
Finleyson, a daughter, Sarah

They live in West Columbia, S.C.

Kathlyn, May 1 , 1 999, Moore,

She is a song evangelist and he
is an application developer at

S.C.
Lewis J . , Jr., and Suzette
Duva l l '90 Harris, a daughter,

BIRTHS:

Emily Madison, April 1 6, 1 999,

Fleet Mortgage.

Matthew B .

Craig A. and Sharon Sal ley

Savannah, Ga.

Doxey, a daughter, Rachel

' 9 1 and Gwinn Earle Kneeland,

Elizabeth, September 1 5 ,

a son, Matthew Bryan, Jr.,

Middletown, R.I.

January 1 2.

Michael and

Roger C. and

Joanne Preston G i b bs, a son,

Dawn Liner, a daughter, Emma

Michael Cody, August 3 1 ,

Grace, November 1 8 .

Acworth, Ga.

and Shannon Duval Meade, a

Peter A. and

James

Janey Strause McKenna, a

son, Max, July 1 2, Watertown,

daughter, Sydney Lauren,

Wis. Shannon Meade is an

September 23, Madison, Wis.

assistant professor of philosophy

Peter McKenna is a podiatrist

at Mount Mary College in

and Janey McKenna is part

Milwaukee.

owner with her brothers of

Melanie G i bson Wilson, twin

Strategic Marketing, a company

daughters, Jennifer Marie and

Stephen E. and

specializing in the automotive

Rebecca Ann, October 5 ,

industry.

Stephen James and
Catherine Squire, a daughter,

Anderson, S . C .

Curran Julia, November 2, St.

90

John S.
and Karen Michel White West,
Simons Island, Ga.

a daughter, Mary Katherine,
September 23, Richmond, Va.

This year is reunion!
Elizabeth J. Auri l i o is assistant
controller at Greensboro (N.C.)
Pathology and is completing her
master's degree in accounting.

88

Russell H. Gore has left the

Next reunion in 2003

private practice of labor and

Margaret Roberts Emerson has

employment law and is now an

joined the Springbrook

attorney in the U.S. Senate,

Behavioral Health System, a

representing and advising Senate

residential treatment facility in

offices on labor and employment
matters.

Duckett (M.S. ' 86) Ortiz, a

August 1 6, Augusta, Ga.

Travelers Rest, S.C., where she

daughter, Elizabeth Miguelina,

Thomas E. and Kelly Noel Cobb
Horner, a daughter, Sophia Noel,

M . McCall of Nashville, Tenn.,

42

89

same position for three Atlanta,

SearchLogix Group.
William
F. Jourdain is a partner i n the

David J. Charpia has joined First

Medical Center.

Next reunion in 2004

Collier Building Industry

National Bank in Columbia,

OB/GYN at Eisenhower Army

Allen Power has assumed the

executive search firm of

84

1 999, Evans, Ga. John Payne is
currently the assistant chief of

This year is reunion!

Naples, Fla., where he is

Next reunion in 2004

Caroline Elizabeth, February l l ,

David L. ' 86 and Susan Jeanette
Lewis E l l is have moved to
executive vice president of the

Andrea H. Scott Radulovic i s

After 23 years

daughters, Emily Kaytlyn and

recently as general manager of

Heres o f Roswell, Ga., is a

Winifred Ta l bert

Christmas Carol," Jeffrey D.
Biering i s now music director

October 23.

managing partner in the

of 1 999.

John and Jane
Taylor ' 92 Payne, twin
Mountain, Ga.

Next reunion in 2002

June 6, 1 999, LaSalle, Ill. Lisa

daughter, Grace Marcelle,

BIRTHS:

a son, Harrison MacArthur, May

BIRTH: Greg and Nancy
Sa les Hutchins, a daughter,

Cadesman I I I

Steven N. Wray

teaches adolescents.

Shawn

Tracy Hulsey is a law

clerk i n the U.S. District Court
in Greenville, working primarily

on employment discrimi nation

Catherine Grace Andress and

adult ministries at Northside

and Social Security cases.

Jay Mattison Puckett, November

United Methodist Church in

After completing an assignment

1 3 . They live in Greenville

Atlanta.

at Fort Bliss, Texas, as a pilot

where she is sales manager at

Karma C. Grismore, a daughter,

G. Michael and

for the U.S. Army 204th Military

Bui lder Marts of America and

Rachel Patricia, June 1 0, 1 999,

Intelligence Battalion (Aerial

he is vice president at Willis

Irmo, S.C.

Reconnaissance), Thomas C .
Kel ley I l l has been selected as

and Christine Coughlin, a son,

the aviation detachment

Jonathan Nero, October 27,

2, 1 999, Falls Church, Ya.

commander for the Golden

Greensboro, N.C. The

James M. and Erin Lynch, a son,

Knights Parachute Team at Fort

Cough! ins are with the law firm

James B raden, November 8,

Joseph P. Royer
Ill of Lake Mary, Fla., has been

of Smith Helms Mulliss &

S hady Dale, Ga.

Moore, LLP, she in medical

Michael '92
and Stacy Brickels M a n l ey, a

selected Teacher of the Year for

malpractice defense and he in

son, Patrick Coleman, March 8,

2000-200 I at Midway

commercial and civil litigation.

Bragg, N.C.

Corroon.

BIRTHS: R i chard

Edward L. and

Kim berly Dowe l l Isler, a
daughter, Mary Christine, March

Elementary School.

He has joined a reserve Army

MARRIAGES: Ame l i a
Rebecca Fusaro and William

Judge Advocate General unit that

Clark
A. and Katherine Huffman '92
Sehon, a daughter, Rachel

supports the 1 8th Airborne

Kayley, June 1 999, San Diego,

Floyd Everitt, November 25.

Corps.

Adam and Linda
Ratcl iffe Fuller, a son, Jackson

Calif. Clark Sehon has joined

she is a marketing consultant.

Lee, December 3, Atlanta, Ga.

working in drug discovery,

He is CEO of Rasterex, A . S .

Linda Fuller is director of young

specifically immunology.

They live in Atlanta, Ga., where

C HERRYDALE
O

ne would never guess that an alumni director's
job could include seeking out decorative and
fine arts, arranging for their placement, and
researching the care and maintenance of such
wonderful pieces.
But the arrival of Cherrydale on campus as
the university's Alumni House has added these
responsibilities to my duties, and the experience
has been rewarding, educational and challenging.
Cherrydale is being furnished with donations
from Furman alumni and friends who are helping
to transform the house into a real home.
And no one has made more generous
contributions to Cherrydale's interior than Allen
P. Crawford of the Class of 1936. Tour Cherrydale
with one of the house docents and you will
hear the Crawford name repeatedly connected
to fine works of art, beautiful antique furniture
and Lovely rugs. He is a scrupulous collector
' of fine things, and he has helped to fill
Cherrydale (and other places on campus) with
beautiful furnishings.
After finishing Furman in 1936 with majors
in English and history, Crawford made his way
to New York City, where he earned graduate
degrees from Colgate and Rochester colleges.
He planned a career in the ministry and served
small churches in New York and Michigan. But
after a few years, he decided to switch vocations
and joined the public relations department of
Ford Motor Company, where he had done summer
work during his school days.
While in New York, Crawford, a South
Carolina native, decided to try to buy an old
farmhouse in the country. In the process, he
met a real estate agent who piqued his curiosity
and instilled in him an interest in collecting
fine furniture and works of art.

1 999, Columbia, S.C.

R.W. Johnson Pharmaceuticals,

David and Alison M i l l e r
Tu rner, a daughter, Elizabeth
Marti n, August 1 8.
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Lisa Kay Howard teaches four
year-old kindergarten at
Northside Center for the School
District of Pickens (S.C.)
County.

Lee D. L i nkous has

moved to Charlotte, N.C., where
he is an engineer for the city.

Scott J. Moore is enrolled in the
joint law and environment
studies degree program at

Rodney
Bryan Whittle received a Master

Vermont Law School.

of Divinity degree from Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in

BIRTHS: Jeffrey
M. and Amy Shawn Foley, a

December.

becomes an
artistic showplace

Crawford says, "I was visiting various
properties with this agent and we began to
discuss our similar interests. His hobby was
collecting paintings and furniture, and I told
him that I had an interest in early American
pieces. He invited me to his home to see his
collection, and I was immediately overcome by
its beauty.
"He must have had 25 rooms filled with
paintings, corner cabinets, tables and much
more. I accidentally kicked one of the paintings,
and he went ballistic, ranting and raving that
I had ruined one of his fine pieces. Turns out
I did it no harm, but that experience certainly
helped me to develop my appreciation and
careful attention to fine art.
"This fellow had only a grammar school
education, and I decided then and there that
if he could Learn about and put together such
a fine collection, I could teach myself about
decorative and fine arts, too. From then on I
traveled every weekend across the New England
countryside, seeking out pieces at small antique
shops, junk stores, estate sales and garage
sales."
After retiring from Ford in 1971, Crawford
moved back to his home state and settled in
the Belton-Honea Path area. He converted an
old school house into his home and gallery.
Crawford has always been interested in
educating others about the fine arts, especially
early American pieces. He says, "Until just
recently, Americans insisted on collecting
everything that was foreign and paid very Little
attention to the treasures we have here in early
American pieces."
Today, Cherrydale proudly displays over 20
of Crawford's works of art and many of his fine

antiques, all of which fit beautifully in the
150-year-old house.
They include a pine corner cupboard, made
around 1800, that stands in the far corner of
the dining porch. This handsome piece has a
rare and beautiful candle and flame design at
the top and hand-carved rope running down
each side at the hinges.
The grandmother clock in the front foyer
is an early 18th-century creation of John Wright,
a noted New York City clockmaker. In July of
1974, a trash collector in Anderson, S.C., found
the clock by a curb, waiting to be discarded.
He sold it to Gertrude Kay, an antiques dealer
in Anderson, who Later sold it to Crawford.
In addition, thanks to Crawford, a number
of exceptional pieces of art by such early
American artists as Albion H. Bicknell, Hudson
M. Kitchell and Thomas Sulley adorn the walls
of Cherrydale.
Cherrydale grows more beautiful every day
because of generous donations from alumni.
Furman is still seeking several early American
pieces to complete the house, including a dining
room table. We are also anxious to display
Furman memorabilia, such as scrapbooks, old
photos and awards. If you have items to offer,
please contact the Alumni Office.
- Shannon Wilkerson '93
Director, Alumni Assodation
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received the Master o f Divinity

Brewer and Alan Harmon,

degree with specialization in

November 27. They live in

church planting from

Columbia, S.C., where he works

SoUi heastem Seminary in
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daughter, Ashley Margaret,

December.

Laura J . W i l l iams received

December 30, Charlotte, N.C.

her master's degree in teaching

Jeffrey Foley received an M.B.A.

from The Citadel in December.

degree from Wharton School of

She is a paralegal with Ness,

Business and is now an associate

Motley, Loadholt, Richardson

with First Union Securities in

& Poole in Charleston, S.C., and

Charlotte.

co-owns Happy Tails, a pet-

James Andrew and

John D . and

Diane Geary Powers, a son,

sitting business.

Andrew James, October 20,

Miranda K. Wi lsey live in

Herndon, Va.
Taylor and Kerri
Jenkins Rhodes, a son, William

Charlottesville, Va., where he

Joseph S. Hard i n

with AlliedSignal. She is an
English teacher at Lexington

I l l o f Lowell, Ark., h a s been

(S.C.) Middle School.

promoted to director of the

Courtney Lea Hagler and A ron

gasoline division for Sam's Club,

Michael Devane, October 2.

a subsidiary of Wal-mart Stores,

They are medical residents at

C. Tradd and Betsy Harter

the University of Alabama in

Inc.

live in Athens, Ga., where he

Birmingham, she in internal

practices orthodontics and she

medicine and he in radiology.

is a free-lance writer.

Heather Olga B l ackmon and

Christopher C. Knox is a resident

Scott Eric N e lson, January 1 6 .

in radiology at the University of

H e is associate marketing

Kentucky. He recently obtained

manager at Michelin North

his private pilot's license.

America in Greenville, and she

Richard C. and Pam McNicoll
McCoy live in Greenville. He is

University of South Carolina.

is a student at the Medical

teaches Bible in the l Oth and

studying for a master's degree

Benjamin A. Sykes and Amy
Fitzgerald, July. They live in

Clemson University and works

Woodstock, Ga., where he is in

Jerry D. W i l l i a mson I l l , a son,

I I th grades at The Covenant
MARRIAGES:
Steven J. Bryant and Robyn

in health administration at
as a paramedic for Greenville

product development with the

Paxton Ri ley, January 1 2,

Crooks, September. They live

Charlotte, N.C.

in Houston, Texas. Steven

Taylor, Jr., June 1 7, 1 999,
Richmond, Va.

Tracy and

B ryant is a site mechanical

92

support supervisor with the

Next reunion in 2002
lisha A. Brid ges is working in
Park City, Utah, as the event
operations director for the Salt
Lake Organizing Committee for
the Winter Olympics.
J. Lans
Chase, J r. , is regional manager
of ILEC Relations for Covad
Communications in Atlanta, Ga.

M a rtha Henderson H u rley is
an assistant professor at Illinois

Beth
Thompson L11edding lives in

State University.

Cumming, Ga., and is a special
education teacher for the Fulton
County Board of Education.

Adam T. Mosley has been
promoted by American Airlines
to flight service manager, where
he will supervise newly hired
flight attendants.

M ichael J.

Patrick is employed b y P.A . F.
Sales, LLC, an electronics
distributor for the textile industry
in Chattanooga, Tenn., and has
been promoted to division
manager.

School.

Lee and Tara

McClary Reeves live in Atlanta,
Ga., where she is president of
"Southern Drawl," a professional
speakers' bureau, and he is a
spOits and entertainment attorney
with Long, Aldridge and
Norman.
Regina Walter
Siddig of Lewisville, Texas,
teaches applied voice, music

Exxon Mobil Corporation and
Robyn Bryant is controller of a
division of Kaiser Aluminum
Company.

Brian L. Davis and

Anne-Marie Brown, August 1 4.
He has completed an advanced
management program at the
University of Virginia's Darden
Graduate School of Business
Admini stration and she is
completing her M . B .A. degree
at the Fuqua School of Business

BIRTHS:
David and Jenn ifer Gregory
Amrol, a daughter, Caroline,
at Duke University.

November 7.

Kevin Lee and

Natalie Dobbins Belt, twin boys,
James Bradford and Kevin
Blake, September 7.

Shannon

and Manning A. Connors Ill, a
son, Austin William, September
29, Greensboro, N.C.

Michael

Christian and J i l l Den ise Boggs
Denton, a daughter, Kayli Elyse,
May 1 7 , 1 999, Pickens, S.C.

w. Todd and Stephanie Fowler
N i chols, a son, Parker Reece,
November 3, Taylors, S.C.
Dean and Helen F. Ri ce, a son,
Dean Kenneth, December 8,

Les lie G i llespie
'93 and Louis R. Spence I l l , a

Winder, Ga.

son, Bennett Robert, July 1 6,

IndySoft Corporati on.

BIRTHS: Kevin and J u l i e
Adams Aycock, a son, Adam

Jamie M ichelle Moon
received her M.B.A. degree in

Scott, October 3, Fayetteville,

international business and

Ga. Julie Aycock is director of

management information

rehab services at Fayette

systems from Oakland

Community Hospital.

Un iversity in December. She

'94 and Jennifer M .

has earned her open water scuba
diving certification.

Christy

Douglasville, G a . Kevin
Hebblethwaite is employed with

chief resident at Carolinas
Medical Center in Charlotte,
N.C.
Russell and Mary
Margaret Stearns Shepherd have
moved to Hershey, Pa., where
he is packaging engineer for
Hershey Foods.

Susan A.

degree in public policy and
works in health and human
services for a division of the
Centers for Disease Control in
Virginia.

Amber Sing leton

lives in Rock Hill, S .C . , where
she is a planning technician in
community development for the
city. She teaches art at the Girl's
Home, works with the Board of
Historical Review and Rock Hill
Arts Council, and is involved in
the preservation of Historic Rock
Hill.
Doug and Rashmi Anand
Sm ith live in Falls Church, Va.
She is employed by Andersen

93

math teacher, tutor and member

Maryland.

David Ashburn, Jr., and his wife,

College. Last December, she

Candice, live in Winston-Salem,

sang the soprano solos for the

N.C., where she is a

Haydn "Lord Nelson Mass" with

representative for Janssen

the North Central Texas Chorale.

Pharmaceutica and he is a
second-year surgery resident at

by the City of Charlotte (N.C.)

Bowman Gray School of

as a utility construction inspector.

Medicine.

Herbert S. Gray I l l

Class

notes policy

S i lver of Arlington, Va. , has
completed her Master of Science

German Shepherd Rescue of

Next reunion in 2003

Hebblethwaite, a daughter,
Carson Nicole, January 5 ,

Kay Neeley is in her third year

Tampa, Fla.

diction at North Central Texas

J. Kevin

of a pediatrics residency and is

Consulting and is secretary of

appreciation, musical theater and

Matthew C. Smith is employed

County. She is a nurse educator
at Greenville Memorial Hospital.

Arthu r A. Snead, a

of the basketball staff at
Reynolds High School in
Asheville, N.C., was named a
Teacher of the Year in Buncombe
County last fall and was
presented the First Union Bank
Ben Craig Award for
Outstanding Educators.

MARRIAGES: Suzanne E.

B ecause of the large number of
submissions we receive for the
magazine's class notes section and
the amount of time it takes to
review, compile, edit and typeset
so much information, news items
often are not published until five
or six months after they are
submitted.
Furman magazine does not
publish dated items (anything
more than 18 months old at time
of publication) or engagement
announcements. Birth and
marriage announcements for
alumni couples who graduated in
different years are included under
the earliest graduation date
(except if requested otherwise);
they are not listed under both
classes. We ask that you include
your spouse's name with any birth
or marriage notice.
Send alumni news to the
Office of Marketing and Public
Relations, Furman University,
3300 Poinsett Highway,
Greenville, S.C. 29613, or e-mail
to alumni@furman.edu.
FAX: (864) 294-3023.

Holman has graduated from the

EDI Consulting Engineers and

Pathology Consultants of

1 2, 1 999. They live in Davidson,

Jennifer Hebblethwaite is a

America and he is a

N.C. He is a consultant with

University of Georgia School of

freelance literary consultant.

pharmaceutical consultant for

SAP, America, and she is a

Law and is an associate in the

Gregory A. and Alison Moore
Hynds, a son, Mason Alexander,

SmithKline Beecham.

lesl i e
Lawhon and Andrew Biggs,

career counselor at the

Atlanta, Ga., office of Ford &

February 9.

October 30. They live in

Charlotte.

David and

University of North Carolina-

Julia Hodges

Harrison, LLP. Her practice is
concentrated in traditional labor

Patricia Garin White, a son,

Houston, Texas.

Patrick David, October 29. They

Richard and Jodi lambert

Griffith, November 28. They

Brian Nutter completed the U.S.

live in Chapel Hill, N.C., where

B l ount, a daughter, Audrey

live in Powdersville, S.C. She

Marine Corps Officer Candidate

BIRTHS:

(M.A.) and Wayne Arvel

law for the airlines industry.

David White is a medical

LeRene, June 22, 1 999, Austin,

teaches at Sue Cleveland

School last summer and was

resident at the University of

Texas. Jodi Blount is pursuing

Elementary School and he is a

commissioned a second

North Carolina.

a doctorate in music at the

self-employed commodities

lieutenant. After completing his

University of Texas.

Brian A.
and Lori McAllen Green, a son,

broker.

Jeffrey S.
Montgo mery and Shannah

degree from the University of

Alex, November 1 2, Memphis,

Cahoe, October 3. They live in

go on active duty as a Marine

Tenn. Brian Green is a medical

Athens, Ga., where he works in

JAG officer.

student at the University of

the Public Information Office

has joined Roanoke Amaranth

Jamie and Amy
McMahan Jenes, a son, Samuel

for Athens-Clarke County. She

Community Health Group, Inc.,

Tucker, January 1 7, Knoxville,

A. Heather Ryan and John
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Next reunion in 2004
Catherine A. Arrington is
pursuing a doctorate in cognitive
psychology at Michigan State
University.

Todd Colarusso,

an attorney with George, Bartles
& Wallach, LLP, in Atlanta, Ga.,
has been named a member of
the Georgia Trial Lawyers
Association's Amicus Curiae
Committee for Workers'
Compensation issues, writing
"Friend of the Court" briefs
before the Georgia Court of
Appeals and Supreme Court.

Jerry A. Gaines II has joined the
Nexsen Pruet Jacobs & Pollard
law firm in Greenville. He

Tennessee.

Tenn.

Mark B. and Jamine

live in Auburn, Ala., and work

Medical University of South
Carolina in Charleston.

Scott, a son, John Preston III,

Scott C. Weikle and leslie
Edwards '97, October 2. They

manager in the Winston-Salem

September 1 2, Simpsonville,

live in Beckley, W.Va., where he

(N.C.) Kaplan Center, a

S.C. Beth Scott is a controller

is a third-year medical student

standardized test preparatory

with Woodruff Chevrolet

and she teaches high school

center.

Company.

BIRTHS: Sara M.
and Nathan M. Genez, a son,

received her M.A. degree in

Preston, Jr., and Beth Clinkscales

English.
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This year is reunion!
finance analyst with Bank of
America in Charlotte, N.C.

L . Jones is athletic director at

Elisa Golden (M.A.) of

St. Cecilia Academy in

Greenville is a self-employed

Nashville, Tenn. She recently

artist and is working as a

completed her second marathon.

dramaturg at a local theater.

Derek O l iver is employed by

the University of Nebraska and

Jenn ifer Harris Partee, a son,

Office for Student Involvement

Aden Keith, October 20,

and Leadership at the University

Laurens, S.C.

of Arkansas.

Brian J . and

Carla Willi amson Till er, a

'98, November 20, West Chester,

August 6, Apex, N.C.

Pa.
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degree in city and regional

David S. Davidson and
Melinda Smith '97, October 30.
She completed her master's

Next reunion in 2001
Jennifer E . Freeman teaches

physical science at Bartlett High

his Ph.D. at Miami University

second grade in Cayce, S.C.

of Ohio. He provides assessment

Alyce Belyeu Furr has passed

accepted a position as general

and psychotherapy services to

her Series 7 Exam and is a

manager at the Hampton Inn on

students and consults with

registered securities broker with

Pelham Road in Greenville.

admini strators and teachers on

Synovus Securities in Carrollton,

Jennifer Wilson has moved to

mental health issues. He also

Ga.

Frederick C. and Melissa
Caron ' 97 Grahn live i n

Camarillo, Calif., where she is

coaches the freshman baseball

a research associate with Amgen.

team.

MARRIAGES: lauren M .
Chandler and Jennifer Chase

senior associate with

webmaster and Web server

PricewaterhouseCoopers, has

administrator with Electrifier.

'98, June 26, 1 999. They live in

taken a two-year assignment in

She recently completed her

Columbia, S.C., where he is a

London.

Hillsborough, N.C. He is a

master's degree in social work

benefits counselor with South

Zachar Rowzie live i n Burke,

at the University of South

Carolina Retirement Systems.

Va. She is an executive

Carolina.

Marina R. Ferlauto and

admini strator for Federal News

Jennifer J. Shaw is

Shelly L. Gregory

is a tax specialist with KPMG,

Thomas Lorton Lewis Ill,

Service.

August 1 4.

an account executive with

working in missions in Israel

Schafstedde and Jeffrey Brisbin

Southeastern Telecom i n

and Austria for three years, Kevin

Howden, October 23. They live
in Pittsburgh, Pa., where she is

Greenv ille.
M a r y Katherine
Thrash White is a pediatrics

Birmingham, Ala., where he

an OB/GYN resident at Magee

nurse practitioner at Children's

works in the international

Women's Hospital and he is a

Healthcare of Atlanta, Ga.

department of a bank and is

compliance coordinator in the

helping to start a church geared

athletic department at the

MARRIAGES: Amanda Beth
Turner and luke Boyd Dobson,

University of Pittsburgh.

December 1 8 . They live in

Jenn ifer C. King and Blake A.

Lyman, S.C., and are both

H i p p live i n Louisville, Ky.,

Neeley, November 20. They live

teachers, she at Simpsonville

where she teaches sixth grade

in Nashville, Tenn., where she

Elementary School and he at

and he is in the graduate program

is a managed care specialist for

Stone Academy.

Nancy Lenhardt

Shannon

Fennell and Karl Plattner, June

MARRIAGES:
Kelly N. Cass and Mark R. Kemp

daughter, Emily Elizabeth,

Talawanda High School in

Jay and Cathie

educational administration from
is the assistant director of the

Peter M . and

Oxford, Ohio, while working on

Jennifer A. Rose, a

Amanda E. Stone

Katy, Texas.

O'Rear have moved to Memphis,

Karl D. Thomas has

Trina
Rossman Sm ith has become

Adam Thomas, September 23,

Tenn., where she teaches
School.

Anne-Marie
Sanders is a student at the

for Campus Crusade for Christ.

J.

compensation, employment law

Cl iff and Deana Ja resh

in Roanoke Rapids, N.C., as a
nurse practitiOner.

ladd lesl ie, a son, Benjamin,

Christine Steffes Coverston is a

Jennifer

Martin I I I, December 4. They

J i l l E. Richards

January, Columbia, S.C.

practices in the areas of worker's
and general litigation.

is a photo editor in Madison, Ga.

Georgia School of Law, he will

LLP, in Atlanta, Ga.

After

B. Haas now lives in

to Generation X/young adults.
Christian and Rita Ba rnwel l

at Southern Baptist Theological
Semi nary.

Margaret F.

planning at Clemson University
and is employed by the City of
Greenville as an economic
development planner.

George

T. Harmon and Donna-leigh

Eichor, October 23. She works
for the Greenville Hospital
System Foundation and he is a
senior accountant for Modern
Storage Company. They live in

Robert K.
Kerr I l l and Robin Anne Jones

Fountain Inn, S.C.

'97, May 22, 1 999. They live in
Lawrenceville, Ga., where he is
marketing manager for Group
Resources, Inc.
Christopher
R. Jones '97 and Kim Knobloch,
September 25. They live in
Destin, Fla., where she is
accounts manager for C-D Jones

Catherine
Crowell little and Michael
& Company, Inc.

Timothy Morgan, December 1 8 .
Both work with Here 's Life,
Inner City, a ministry to inner
city youth in Denver, Colo.

Catherine Meggs Stanford and
Matthew James Ruse, February
5. She is director of marketing
at Ikon Office Solutions in
Greenville, and he is an agent
with New York Life Insurance
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the Torrington Company.

Heather Prothman and Bryan
Jones, October 1 6. They live in
Columbia, S.C. She is employed

CLASS NOTES SPRING 00, cont.

by the Department of Health and
Environmental Control's
Cardiovascular Health Program.

Al isha M ichelle Skinner and
Thomas Looper, December 1 8 .

Anne Gifford Taylor

Company.

and Robin Arthur Brooke Baxter,

of Social Work and he is a
recruitment and hiring intern for

October 23. They live i n

Washtenaw County Human

Raleigh, N . C . , where h e is

Resources.

employed by TekSystems.

Lansing, Mich., is coordinator

M a ria Kathleen Thra i l k i l l and

of volunteers in Congresswoman

Ryan Jackson Wright, June 1 9,

Debbie Stabenow's race for the

1 999. She teaches third grade

U . S . Senate.

in the Nashville, Tenn., school

Lauerman teaches at the Furman

system, and he is employed by

Child Development Center.

a division of Ingram

C o l i n A. and Brandy Justice
Ross live in Lawrenceville, Ga.

Carrie E. Jones of

Barbara Ann

BIRTH:
Michael F. and Hope Henderson
Kuckel, a daughter, Mikayla

She is a business analyst for the

Entertainment.

American Cancer Society and

Rose, May 1 8, 1 999, Mount

he is employed by AT&T.

Pleasant, Mich.

Matthew D. Schrecengost i s

97

at the University of Illinois at

studying for a n M . B . A . degree

Next reunion in 2002
Having earned his M .A. degree
in English literature from
Clemson University, Jason M .

Berry is now i n the Ph.D.
program at Northeastern
University, specializing i n
cinema studies and composition
theory.

Bethany E. Brouse is

a second-year student in physical
therapy at the Medical College
of Georgia.

Kristin C . Conner

lives i n Columbia, Mo., where
she is working toward a Master
of Fine Arts degree in ceramics
at the University of Missouri.

Allyson M. Deihl of Jacksonville
Beach, Fla., is studying for an
M.B.A. degree at the University
of North Florida and is an
accountant with Blue Cross &
Blue Shield of Florida.

Dawn e l l e A. D i edrich earned a
master's degree in exercise
physiology from the University
of Texas. She travels the country
monitoring pharmaceutical
testing for Clinical Research
Associates.

Ryan S. and

Amber Haselden Griffin live in
Wingate, N.C. She is a computer
programmer for a document
management and imaging
company based in Charlotte,
N.C.

Karen J . H i l l of Union

City, N.J., passed the
Professional in Human
Resources certification exam i n
December. S h e is a recruiter at
National Discount Brokers
Group.

Robert C. H u b bard

and his wife, Susie, live in Ann
Arbor, Mich., where she is
pursuing a master's degree at the
University of Michigan School

Chicago.

Emily M. S layton of

McLean, Va. , is strategic gifts
team administrator for Prison
Fellowship Ministries in
Northern Virginia.

Meghan E.

S m ith lives i n Louisville, Ky.,

Both teach in Greenville, she at
Wade Hampton High School and
he at B erea High.
Mel ody
Te resa Si lvers and Henry Lee
Cook, February 1 9. They live
in Travelers Rest, S .C., and are
employed by Charter Media, she
as marketing manager and he as
a producer.

M o l ly Warmoth

'98 and Rhett Watson,
September 1 8. They live in
Greenville where she is a chemist
at Pharmaceutical Associates.
He is a doctoral student at
Clemson University.

BIRTH:

James and Kara Adams G i l bert,
a son, James Patton, December
28.
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Next reunion in 2003
Camille S. Gibson of Greer, S.C.,
is studying for an M . B .A. degree
at Gardner-Webb University and

where she teaches music i n two

is assistant band director at

Catholic schools and also teaches

Chesnee (S.C.) Middle School.

private piano lessons.

L. Tims, Jr.,

Robert

is completing a

Teresa Neal of Orlando, Fla.,
passed the CPA exam last

Master of Divinity degree at

November and is a tax associate

Beeson Divinity School i n

with PricewaterhouseCoopers.

B i rmingham, Ala. He spends
summers directing a Crosspoint
team in a Christian sports camp.

Christopher M. Zuppa is a
graduate student at the

Jayson Christopher Riddle
lives i n Winston-Salem, N . C . ,
and is a l a w student a t Wake

Dorothy
Marie Swann is a graduate

Forest University.

University of Missouri

student at Virginia Theological

Columbia School of Journalism.

Seminary in Alexandria.

MARRIAGES: Camela
Ashley Barr and Robert Causey,

Melissa and James L. loth live
in Greenfield, Ind. He completed

Jr., November 20. She is a

his M . S . degree in chemistry in

middle school teacher with the

December and now works as an

Greenville County School

organic chemist at Elanco (Eli

District and he is an engagement

Lilly Animal Health).

management coordinator with

Jennifer
L. Tu rner l ives in Arapahoe,

Ernst & Young, LLP.

Carol
Lynn Fogl e and Johnathan

N.C., and works at the Don Lee

Charles McCuen II, December

year-round retreat facility

Center, a summer camp and

1 2, Greenville. She teaches at

sponsored by the United

Grove Elementary School and

Methodist Church.

he is a firefighter at South
Greenville Fire Department.

Jonathan Allen Good and Julie
Anne Wharton, December 4,
Greenville.

Dorothy Hanckel

MARRIAGES: Derek 0. Bruff
and Amy M a ris '99, November
20. They live in Nashville, Tenn.
Joanna Leigh Wimmer and

Joseph M ichael Espinosa,

and Gregg Lancaster, December

December 1 1 . They live in

4. They live in Charleston, S.C.,

Greenville where she is a

where she is in community

secretary at Grace Church and

relations at Ashley Hall School.

he is a process development

Amy Hogg and Brad Baldwin,
May 1 999. They live in
Charlotte, N.C., where she

chemist at Schweizerhall

Ryan
Westbe rry and Wendy Bennis
Development.

teaches science at Charlotte

'99, July 1 0. She is a free-lance

Latin School and he works at

musician and private teacher and

he is a band director in the

Nan Este l l e Scarborough Gray

Elizabeth Holcombe Wakefield

El izabeth Ann Asbell Payne ' 5 1 ,

Effingham County (Ga.) School

' 34, November 24, Greenville.

' 39, February 6, Greenville. She

December 27, B radenton, Fla.

System.

She worked for Meyers Arnold

was a homemaker, was active in

and Lees-Wright stores and was

Pendleton Street Baptist Church

active i n First B aptist Church.

and was an avid artist, having
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Next reunion in 2004
Chip Bates lives i n Atlanta, Ga.,
where he is employed by
Manning, Selvage & Lee, a
public relations and marketing
firm.

Michelle M. Bellon i s

studying for a master's degree
in architecture at Clemson
University.

David E. Coe lives

in Cambridge, Mass., where he
attends Harvard Law School.

Al lison L. D i g h works for First
Union Capital M arkets in
Charlotte, N.C., i n analyst
support.

Amy Lawlor is an

executive recruiter, focusing on
manufacturing and engineering,
for Bell Oaks Company, a search
firm based in Atlanta, Ga.

Martha Manning Eves in Athens,
Ga., where she is studying for a
master's degree in community
counseling psychology at the
University of Georgia.

Kristin

J . Rediehs lives in Atlanta, Ga.,
and is employed by the Gwinnett
Chamber of Commerce.

MARRIAGE: louise Stokes
and Richard W. Duval, July 1 7 .
They live i n Fort Worth, Texas,
where he is a quality assurance
tester for Tbertech, a computer

W. Newton Turrentine ' 3 5 ,
January 5 , Greenville. H e was

'40, December 22, Greenville.

Scholarship from the Georgia
Dental Association; the James

member of Greenville Lions

the U.S. Navy and Naval

Brophy Award, the highest

Club and the Greenville Country

Reserve, attaining the rank of

award given by the American

Club, and was former chair of

lieutenant commander. She saw

Association of Orthodontics; and

Furman 's Quaternion Club. He

duty in Germany, the United

the George P. Hoffman Award

was also a past board member

States and Korea and was a

from the South Carolina Dental

of American Federal Bank and

recruiting procurement officer

Association. He also received

Furman's Paladin Club and was

for the U.S. Naval Station i n

the Outstanding Dentist Award

active in First Baptist Church.

Pittsburgh, Pa. She worked as

from the Greenville County

a college admissions director,

Dental Society, one of only four

Janis Marie Viser ' 3 5 ,
December 1 5 , Raleigh, N.C.
During World War II, she served
as a WAVE. She was personnel
director for Sears, Roebuck &
Co. in Greenville and then for

retirement in 1 982. She was a
trained musician and organist
and was active in her church.

Helen Powe Rigby ' 36, January

Henrietta Am e l i a Ti ndal ' 27 ,
December 24, Holly H i l l , S . C .
S h e was a retired librarian from
Jones Memorial Library in
Lynchburg, Ya. She organized
the first church library in eastern
Orangeburg County and assisted
other area churches in
developing libraries.

December 6, Sullivans Island,
S.C. He was a retired academic
vice president of the Baptist
College of Charleston (now

Missionary Union of her church,
taught Sunday school for many
years and held membership i n
community organizations.

he was with the North Carolina
State Board of Health. He
served on the advisory board of
the Salvation Army and was a
former member of the Augusta
Road Kiwanis Club. He served
three terms with the Southern
B aptist Mission Board in dental
missions.

W i l l iam G . lane ' 39, January
1 6, Greensboro, N.C. A former
head of the English department
at the University of North
Carolina-Greensboro, he served
in the Pacific with the U.S. Navy
during World War I I . After
leaving the Navy as a l ieutenant
commander in 1 945, he earned
master's and Ph.D. degrees from
Harvard University. He taught
at Tufts and Duke universities,
Southwest Missouri State

Martin Ansel Poole ' 33, January

College and the University of

3, Greenville. He was a World

Colorado before going to UNC-

War II veteran who served with

Greensboro. He authored two

the Fourth Naval Construction

books, edited the journal English

Battalion. Prior to retirement,

Language Notes (ELN), and

he was superintendent of streets,

chaired the Conference of

roads and sewers for the City of

Editors of Learned Journals.

Greenville.

John Andral Ba rry, Jr. ' 4 1 ,

Charleston Southern).

for over 45 years, prior to which

Second Presbyterian Church.

American College of Dentists

York City.

active in the Woman's

Baptist Theological Seminary.

clothing store and was active in

College of Dentists and the

7, Hendersonville, N.C. She was

retired dentist, he practiced in

was a retired buyer for a local

Scouts, U.S.A., and personnel
director of the Y.W.C.A. of New

Mary Marchant Bu rdette '4 1 ,

Piedmont, S.C., and Greenville

lois S i mpson Graddick ' 27 ,

a Fellow i n the International

December 1 4, Anderson, S .C.

in marriage and family

February 25, Greer, S .C. She

such awards ever given. He was

personnel advisor with Girl

Memorial Hospital prior to her

counseling at Southwestern

from 1 939 to 1 964.

corporate personnel manager,

over 20 years at Richmond (Va.)

November 2 8 , Greenville. A

served as Belton's postmaster

received the Emil Eisenburg

She served for over 33 years i n

pursuing a Master of Arts degree

November 1 6, Belton, S.C. She

University dental school, he

Jane Boyd Roper Beck Martin

president and CEO of Smith

George Watson Smith ' 3 8 ,

Bessie Wilson Martin ' 1 9,

graduate of the Emory

Dray Line Moving, was a

software company. She is

DEATHS

studied under the late Bob Bruns.

W i l l i a m A. M itche l l , Jr. ' 5 5 ,
March 1 7 , Greenville. A

Mary Sims Gantt '42, December
27, Greenville. She was active
in her church, the Woman's Club

and was among the first
recipients of the Order of the
Poinsettia for Community
Service as designated by the City
o f Greenville. Active i n Rotary,
United Way and First Baptist
Church, he served on the board
of visitors of Christ Church
Episcopal School and attained
the rank of captain in the U.S.
Army.

W i l l i e E. Buice ' 56, November
6, Alpharetta, Ga. He was a

and the Altar Guild.

retired colonel i n the Air Force.

lewis C. McKi nney '43,
December 1, Greenville. He was

November 29, Greenville. He

a Baptist pastor for 5 1 years,
having served churches in South
Carolina, Illinois and Maryland.
For the past 1 0 years, he
volunteered at the Crisis Center
of East Park Baptist Church i n
Greenville.

Irving V. Jones '44, February
2 6 , Clinton, S.C. He was a
Southern Baptist minister for
more than 50 years and pastored
churches in t h e two Carolinas,
West Virginia and Ohio. He was
also a former high school
teacher.

Martha Davis Boyter McCarre l l
'45, December 28, Greenville.
She was a longtime librarian for
the School District of Greenville
County. She was active in First
Baptist Church and was a
member of the Greenville

Harold Cecil Windolf '57,
served in the Navy during World
War II and the Air Force during
the Korean conflict. He was a
retired military band director
with the American Legion and
was a music teacher in the South
Carolina public schools.

Charl ie P. Perdue ' 5 7 ,
November 29, Bakersfield, Calif.
He was a retired educator.

Robert M. Kendrick ' 5 7 ,
December 26, Greenville. He
was retired from the U.S.
Treasury Department where he
was a special agent. He held a
l a w degree, served in the Navy
during the Korean conflict and
was a Mason.

Norman J. lindsey '74, October
1 7, Fair Play, S.C. He was pastor
of B eaverdam Baptist Church.

Woman's Club and the Hillcrest

Darlinda Shepard Roberts ' 74,

Garden Club.

April 30, 1 999, Great Falls,

W. Tre nton Bruce '49, January

Mont. She was a physician.

3, Fort Mill, S .C. He pastored
churches in North and South
Carolina and retired as director
of missions for the Kershaw
(S.C.) Baptist Association.
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The Last Word

I

enjoyed four wonderful years at that place
called my alma mater. The time was full of
learning and exploring, full of inquisitions that
began and are still ongoing.
Furman taught me much, but a few things
stand out:
• I learned to accept others for who they
are and to appreciate them as uniquely created
individuals equal in stature to myself. Over time
I have learned that you can either join yourself
to those who are only like you - and preclude
any interaction with diversity by setting yourself
off on a proverbial island - or you can choose
to open your mind and genuinely become
heterogeneous in your thinking and interaction
with others.
This was especially difficult for me; I resisted
letting go of the notion that accepting other people
for who they were meant that I had to accept
their actions or views and beliefs as my own.
But Furman taught me that respecting others and
appreciating the uniqueness of created people
does not necessitate the forgery of my own
thoughts and feelings.
• Furman taught me how to ask questions
I had never asked before. I learned to think
outside of the box, to stretch my mind - and to
tolerate caffeine. I learned that life is not a series
of "yes" and "no" or "true" and "false" answers.
I learned that it is all right not to know the answer
to the question I asked, or was asked by another.
At Furman, you learn how to learn, to dig deeper
for the real answer that may, at times, only lie
within.
• Furman taught me that change is good.
I am not the same person today who entered
Blackwell Hall as a rowdy freshman. My
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personality, religious beliefs, social practices and
tastes have been altered. I understand that I am
free to be who I want to be. I can grow, change
and mature at my own pace and to the beat of
my own drummer. I can think what I wish, not
fearing what conventional norms may dictate.
Furman provided a family-like atmosphere,
for which I am forever thankful. From
Mrs. Dodson in the infirmary, to James the
maintenance man, to chaplains Jim Pitts and
Vic Greene - all of them truly cared about me
as a person first, then as a student.
I am filled with pride every time I visit the
Furman Web site and each time I see a picture
of a fami liar face. In fact, I still remember the
difficult time that I had at Commencement as I
sang the alma mater, with tears streaming, feeling
as if a dream had come and gone. It grieved me
to leave.
The diploma that hangs before me reminds
me of a place in my heart, one that time still
holds dear, and one that I will never forget.
There is a secret garden in my life, and it is
called Furman.
- Jeffrey D. Wadley '99

The writer is an account executive with Lexmark
International Group in Kenmore, Wash. This is
an excerpt from a letter he sent to President Shi.
He can be reached through e-mail at
jwad/ey @ lexmark.com.
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