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CESC has trul

enhanced the ives
of many who
thought-> ''Do
anybody care ��
..... �

When Betty Alverson received the first Chi/es-Harrill Award
in 1998, she shared the podium with Max Heller, who received
the Bell Tower Award.
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Many cannot believe that
college students could run such
an extensive volunteer program.
Further� they cannot comprehend
that so many students volunteer
their time t out it eing a
graduation requirement or
scholarship stipulation .
·

The

•

During the sum mer of

•
1 998, as

all 80 of the CESC programs in an

renovated, it was not uncom mon

effort to reassess the needs of our

to see bulldozers in the PalaDen,

community. Each week we met

jackhammers in the stairwell and

with leaders of different agenc ies.

rainwater dripping from the

What resulted was an over

ceiling.

whelm ing look at the compelling

In the m i dst of this chaos, I
helped to prepare Collegiate
Educational Service Corps for the

and diverse needs of the Greenville
com m unity.
I cannot begin to express all

1 998-99 school year. Each day

that I learned from these visits. I

construction crews worked around

was touched by the stories of how

us, tearing down old, worn, brown

Furman students had made such a

and orange rooms to make space

large i m pact as volunteers. At

for sleek new purple and teal

agency after agency, social workers,

offices. As the physical structure

m i nisters and nurses expressed

of the student center changed

thanks for the decades of service

around us, the one constant in the

CESC had provided. The com

building, new and old, was Betty

munity's respect for CESC and

Alverson - a woman affectionately

Miss A was inspiring.

known as Miss A.
When I was a prospect ive
student, CESC had attracted me to

I was amazed by the wide
variety of people that CESC
reached. During my time at

Furman. I quickly met Miss A as a

Furman, I had been involved with

freshman in 1 995, and I signed up

only a few CESC programs.

as a CESC volunteer. I participated

Suddenly, I was overwhel med by

in the Book Buddy program for

the im mense needs of the com

three years and grew to understand

munity. There were so many

and appreciate the structure and

worthwh ile causes. Where had I

organizat ion of CESC.

been? What had I been doing?

During the summer of 1 998,
however, I came to understand
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June, Miss A and I decided to visit

Watkins Student Center was being

Help was so desperately needed at
community centers, hospitals,

what was really at the heart of the

schools, nursing homes, soup

program . At the beginning of

kitchens, animal shelters and adult

group homes. I wished that all
Furman students could have seen
all that needed to be done.
At that ti me, I realized that
Miss A was one of the few people
to know and understand this "big
picture . " She knew that one
person could not do it all, but that
as a team each problem could be
addressed. I quickly realized how
i mportant Miss A was to this
organization that she had nurtured
for so many years. She was the
v ision, the motivator, the
encourager. She kept the
organizat ion from becoming
stagnant by encouraging us to
reach out to new areas and to
address different needs.
CESC was Miss A:s child. She
helped it grow from a handful of
volunteers and agencies to a large,
healthy organization of well over
1 ,000 students. She was there not
to hold the students up, but to
catch them in case they fell. When
it would have been easier to step
in and have professional Furman
personnel run the program, Miss A
helped to keep the leadership and
responsibility in the hands of the
students.

Roosevelt Richardson (right), longtime student center custodian, was a strong
supporter of CESC and worked closely with many students, among them Frank
Granger '8 1. When Richardson died, several CESC alumni served as pallbearers
at his funeral.

As a Furman graduate, I talk
about CESC to people I meet. Many

should take the blessi ngs we have
been given and share them with

can not believe that college

someone else, by pass i n g on our

students could r u n such a n

compassion, concern and love.

extensive volu n teer program.
Further, they can not comprehend

In my new life as a m iddle
school teacher, I u n derstand this

that so many students volunteer

perspect ive. I do not hope for my

their time without it bei n g a

students to come back years from

graduation requirement or

now and try to repay me for what

scholarship stipulation.
When they ask how this could
be true in a world where self

I have taught them. Instead, I want
to i nstill in them a desire to help
those in need. I hope that they

service is often the only k i n d of

will go out i nto the world to care

service, I tell them about a woman

for others.

with such a large heart that those
around her can not help but share

Cultivat i n g this desire is my
tribute to Miss A. In much the same

in her joy. Miss 1'\s compassion,

way she gave her life to the

warmth a n d love encouraged us

students of Furman University and

to lend a n outstretched h a n d .

the people of the Greenville

Nevertheless, there comes a

com m u n ity, we now m ust look

t i m e when parents m ust let go of

forward and give our lives to

their children a n d let them

others.

con t i n ue on by themselves.

- Sarah Blosser '99

Although t h i s time has come for
Miss A, she will rem a i n the
i nspiration and vision beh i nd the
progra m . Her contributions to
Furman students, faculty and staff
have been so tremendous that a n

Sarah Blosser was co-chair of CESC
in 1998-99. She teaches
mathematics at Augusta (Ga.)
Preparatory Day School.

attempt to repay her or give her
tribute seems almost impossible.
Miss A. however, does not want us
to give back to her. Instead, we

This spring, CESC alumni sponsored
a drive to build a Habitat house
in honor of Betty Alverson.
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