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"THOMAS FARMER WAS A
LOYAL ALUMNUS AND ONE OF
FURMAN’S MOST GENEROUS
SUPPORTERS."

from duty with the United
States Army and Army Air
Corps during World War I1.
While a student, he served

as president of the student
council and amember of Blue
Key and Quaternion.

After graduation, Farmer
spent ayearat Furman as
director of public relations and
then worked for Berlin Myers
Lumber Corporation until
joining Lowe’s Companies,
from which he retired in
1986. He opened the first
Lowe’s store in South
Carolina and was active
with the Low Country Food
Bank, the Rotary Club of
North Charleston and his
church, Bethany United

Methodist in Summerville,
South Carolina.

The ways he committed
his talents and resources to
Furman remain innumerable.

Farmer served on Furman’s
Advisory Council and was
asustaining member of the
Richard Furman Society
and an adjunct member of the
Furman Board of Trustees
Development Committee.

In addition to supporting

the Partners Program, his
financial contributions

to Furman funded the
Elizabeth Young Farmer
Commons Room in Johns
Hall and Thomas Spann
Farmer Hall, which houses
the Office of Development, @

Thomas Farmer ’50 was a cheerleader for Furman
as a student and would go on to donate nearly
$10 million to the university.
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Reflection on Furman as it is now

| began my freshman year at
Furman eager to be shaped by my
experiences over the next four

3t the

years. Little did | know

most impactful moments for me
would entail \r‘\“OQL\rwgl) In others to

A

help shape and develop leaders.
My story begins with the
/ / o

Shucker Leadership Institute,

a two-year program designed
to help students develop
leadership skills and engage the

3

community through collaborative

partnerships and meaningful

service. Doc:gnmg STEMulate as

my Leadership Challenge Project

for Shucker remains a highlight of

ime at Furman. STEMulate

was a program aimed at bringing
professionals in science,

1 |
fe(iﬁ"()‘()g\}’, engnee'mg ana
11

math fields into contact with

AF) , T
fifth-grade students at a local

tle | school. Its purpose was to
expose students to new job fields,
help them envision possibilities
for their futures, and empower
them to set and achieve goals
through education. Our team
navigated many obstacles while
mplementing this project, and
o J

those lessons remain invaluable.
W

-hing the students’
enthusiastic response to the
program revealed to me the
mpact that effective leadership
and perseverance can have on
a community.

The positive feedback our

team received nspired me in my

eadership role for the Shucker

Leadership Institute. | grew
) o

§

from '“\]/ role as a new 'PHOK'.Q

coordinator, which allowed me to
develop a leadership curriculum
for the program's incoming
freshmen. This program included
mentoring these new fellows as
they devised and implemented
their own Leadership Challenge
Projects. Perhaps my favorite
Furman experience has been
coaching these students as

they develop their own personal
leadership styles and observing
them as they apply their new skills
across campus.

As | conclude my role as
student director for the Shucker
Leadership Institute, | cannot
help but be grateful for the
opportunities the program has
afforded me. The experience has
equipped me to lead and serve
in many capacities. Esteemed

mentors and treasured friends

thin the Shucker community
have empowered me to invest

n others toward the goal of
achieving shared success.
Ultimately, the time | spent at
Furman was not primarily about
my own formation. Rather, it has
been about casting myself to
create a ripple, touching the lives
of those around me. Shaped in
this way, | leave Furman prepared
to lead through service, inspiring

others to create their own ripples.
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Caroline Daly ’19 served as the
student director for the Shucker
Leadership Institute.
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